
TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION v3 

December 7, 2021 

Chairwoman Piedici called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

FLAG SALUTE 

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 

Chairwoman Piedici read the following open meeting and procedural statement: 

“In accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Law of 1975, notice of this meeting of the 
Planning Board of the Township of Bernards was posted on the bulletin Board in the reception hall of the Municipal 

Building, Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, was mailed to the Bernardsville News, Whippany, and to the Courier 

News, Bridgewater on January 20, 2021 and was electronically mailed to all those people who have requested 
individual notice. 

The following procedure has been adopted by the Bernards Township Planning Board.  There will be no new cases 

heard after 10:00 PM and no new witnesses or testimony heard after 10:30 PM.” 

ROLL CALL: 

Members Present: Asay, Baumann, Crane, Damurjian, Eorio, McNally, Manduke, Mastrangelo, Piedici 
Members Absent: Fields 

Also Present: Board Attorney, Jonathan E. Drill, Esq.; Township Planner, David Schley, PP, AICP; 

Board Planner, David Banisch, PP, AICP; Board Secretary, Cyndi Kiefer 

Moved by Ms. Manduke, seconded by Committeeman McNally, all eligible in favor and carried, that the absence of 
Mayor Fields be excused. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

November 3, 2021 - Regular Session - On motion made by Ms. Mastrangelo and seconded by Ms. Manduke, all eligible 

in favor and carried, the minutes were adopted as revised.  Ineligible:  Eorio (absent) 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS 
Moreira, F./Araujo, S.; Block 704, Lot 2; 37 Parkview Avenue; Conditional Use Variance, Bulk Variance; PB21-004 
(approved) – Ms. Mastrangelo moved approval of the resolution as drafted.  Mr. Baumann seconded. 

Roll call: Aye: Baumann, Crane, Damurjian, Eorio, McNally, Mastrangelo, Piedici 
Nay: NONE 

Ineligible: Asay, Manduke (all absent) 
Motion carried. 

LANDCAPING AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Fairmount Cemetery Association of Newark and Somerset Hills; Block 2301, Lots 12 & 18; 95 Mount Airy Road; 

PB19-007 – Mr. Baumann advised the Board that he, Mr. Damurjian and Ms. Mastrangelo had visited the site on 
10/25/2021 and found that the landscaping and exterior lighting were consistent with the conditions of the 

resolution. 

MASTER PLAN REVIEW – Chapter VI – Community Facilities Plan Element 

Mr. Banisch stated that the revisions to this element discussed by the Board during its 10/19/2021 meeting had been 
incorporated into the second draft of the element which was distributed with his memo dated 12/05/2021.  The 

Board made additional suggestions to be included in the final draft to be presented at the next meeting 
(01/18/2022).  He stated that he had created a schedule so that the Board could complete the Master Plan update 

by late 2022 and that a public meeting would be held to allow for public comment prior to adoption of the plan.   
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Mr. Banisch advised the Board that due to a recent Municipal Land Use Law amendment, the Land Use Plan 
Element must be revised to include a climate change-related hazard vulnerability assessment and he opined that 

this would involve significant modifications.  At the Board’s suggestion, he agreed to contact sources such as 

Township Administrator Pat Monaco, the Township Police Department and JCPL for information. 
 

In response to a question from Chairwoman Piedici, Mr. Banisch stated that the current Farmland Preservation Plan 
Element, adopted prior to 2010, does not qualify for funds because it is outdated.  In the past, the Township had 

attempted to acquire land through the Farmland Preservation program but because there was a large discrepancy 

between the actual value of property and the amount of money offered through this program, the Township had to 
contribute a considerable amount of money in order to secure property.  A straw poll indicated that the Board 

wanted more information before deciding whether to update the element in order to be eligible for funding and Mr. 
Banisch agreed to provide that at the 01/18/2022 meeting.  

 
Chairwoman Piedici opened the meeting to the public for comment and the following people commented: 

 

➢ Todd Edelstein, 172 Riverside Drive – scope of the climate change-related vulnerability assessment 
 

Hearing no further comments, that portion of the meeting was closed.   
 

Chairwoman Piedici announced that the December 21, 2021 Planning Board meeting would be cancelled. 

 
Mr. Drill, Mr. Banisch and Mr. Schley left the building. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Resolution authorizing a closed session:  Discussion of conditions and rates for the 2022 Board Professionals 
 

Chairwoman Piedici read the resolution in its entirety into the record. 

 
Moved by Committeewoman Asay, seconded by Mr. Crane, all eligible in favor and carried, to recess into Executive 

Session. 
 

*  *  *  The Open Session was recessed at 8:30 PM  *  *  * 

 
Moved by Committeewoman Asay, seconded by Committeeman McNally, all eligible in favor and carried, to 

reconvene the Open Session of the meeting. 
 

* * * The Open Session was reconvened at 8:36 PM * * * 
 

Chairwoman Piedici advised the public that the Board voiced no objections to retaining its current Professionals for 

2022. 
 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OR STAFF - None 
 

ADJOURN 
Moved by Mr. Crane, seconded by Committeewoman Asay, all eligible in favor and carried, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:36 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary 
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