
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
                                             Regular Meeting of October 23, 2023 - 7 pm  

                 Municipal Building - Warren Craft Room 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 

 
                                             Meeting Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Open Public Meeting Statement 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – September 21, 2023 

 
6.  
7. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence 

a. ETI Letter  
b. ETI Letter #2 

 

Discussion  
Subcommittee Reports 

i. Applications Review:  John Crane, John Valeri, Todd Edelstein 
ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:   Todd Edelstein 

iii. Native Pollinator Group: Sarah Wolfson 
1. Small pollinator garden on township owned property. 

iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Nancy Cook 
v. Tree Protection:  John Valeri 

 

8. Old Business 
a. Status on Current Projects: 

 
9. New Business 

 Applications 
 

1. Donchez – ZB 23-016 – 375 Grist Mill Drive - Lot coverage relief to renovate an existing in-
ground pool. 

2. Jain – ZB 23-017 – 29 Spruce St  – Installation of an in-ground pool, not located behind the 
rear building line of adjacent dwelling.   

3. Dyszler – ZB 23-019 – 50 Liberty Corner Rd, – Pool not located behind rear building of 
adjacent dwelling.    

4. Far Hills Development LLC - ZB 23-0120 – 179 Culberson Rd– Demolish existing house – 
build new single dwelling.   

5. Skrypnik - ZB 23-021 – 133 Riverside Dr – Construction of porch requiring relief for front 
yard setback.  

 
10. Comments by Public 
11. Comments by Members 
12. Adjournment 

 
 
 

Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 
 

Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including 
Assistive listening devices (ALD). 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMMISSION MINUTES –   September 21, 2023 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

Acting Chairperson Elizabeth Cirri called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm in the Warren 
Craft Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Elizabeth Cirri, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Sarah Wolfson 

Absent:  Gary Baumann, Nancy Cook, Alice Smyk, John Valeri, Jr. 

Also Present: Kathleen Ferrante, Recording Secretary 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the August 28, 2023, meeting minutes made by Todd Edelstein, seconded by 
John Crane. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Pumpkin Smash Email – John Crane thinks we should attend, Todd agrees the date is 
November 4th, Elizabeth Cirri will email Tyler with confirmation. 

b. Dr. Maloney Email – Trees – Committee will refer Dr. Maloney to David Schley with 
the zoning board or Shade Tree. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Subcommittee Reports 

a. Applications Review: see New Business  
b. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars: Todd Edelstein – 

no report this month.  
c. Native Pollinator Group: Sarah Wolfson  

i. Small pollinator garden on township owned property. The library 
project has begun, some of the existing shrubbery has been removed. We 
will soon be able to plant. DPW will be providing topsoil, mulch and 
gravel. Some plants have been obtained by Rutgers, the EC Committee 
does not have remaining budget for additional plants, the Library will 
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cover the remaining costs. John Crane suggested we reach out to local 
nurseries to see if they would donate.  

d. Community Outreach / Education: Nancy Cook and Elizabeth Cirri have made 
progress, there is one quick tip that has been posted to the website, they are 
working on additional tips to be submitted.   

e. Tree Protection: John Valeri – no report 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
a. Status on Current Projects 

a. Township Master Plan – Currently under review to be completed by the end of 
the year. 

b. Townwide Garage Sale – Considered a big success, with over 75 participants. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Applications 
i. Signature Acquisitions Add’t Info – ZB 22-028 – Traffic Engineers Info – no 

comments, no environmental concerns. 
 
 

ii. Purdum– ZB 23-015 – 14 Columbia Rd – Variance for lot coverage to construct 
an addition to an existing dwelling. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding 
topography storm water best management practices should be given extra 
consideration during site work and as part of final site grading and restoration. In 
addition, implementation of best management practices to preserve and protect 
trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the 
maximum amount. Increased impervious coverage increases the volume 
(quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can contribute to local and potentially area 
wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this application, therefore site 
features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders should be 
considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management 
practices for homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious 
coverage manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots 
of these plants will take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain 
water. Adding plants can mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the 
new impervious coverage. Please refer to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List 
for an introductory list of native plants available at local nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tr
ee%20and%20Shrub 
%20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
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The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks 
that the applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the 
construction. 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and 
the replacement of same. In regards to this application, the Environmental 
Commission feels that long-term tree survivability should be the goal of any tree 
replacement plan and that native hardwood species should be selected whenever 
practicable. 
 
In regards to this application, the Environmental Commission would like to see a 
tree removal and replacement plan. Long-term tree survivability should be the 
goal of any tree replacement plan and native hardwood species should be selected 
whenever practical. 
 
Due to the age of the existing dwelling, the Environmental Commission would 
like the applicant to be aware of the potential for in-ground tanks, lead paint and 
asbestos. Proper precautions should be taken during demolition. 
 
During demolition, the Environmental Commission asks the applicant to consider 
recycling, repurposing or gifting any demo’d material that is not being reused 
with this application. 
 
Motion made by Todd Edelstein, seconded by John Crane. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
 

iii. Flanigan – ZB 23-013 – 54 Dyckman Pl – Maximum allowable impervious 
coverage relief for a single-story addition, pool, patio & deck. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding 
topography storm water best management practices should be given extra 
consideration during site work and as part of final site grading and restoration. In 
addition, implementation of best management practices to preserve and protect 
trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the 
maximum amount. Increased impervious coverage increases the volume 
(quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can contribute to local and potentially area 
wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this application, therefore site 
features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders should be 
considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management 
practices for homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
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The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious 
coverage manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots 
of these plants will take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain 
water. Adding plants can mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the 
new impervious coverage. Please refer to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List 
for an introductory list of native plants available at local nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tr
ee%20and%20Shrub 
%20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the 
Environmental Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the 
Commission would like the Board to examine the Riparian Buffer. 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and 
the replacement of same. In regards to this application, the Environmental 
Commission feels that long-term tree survivability should be the goal of any tree 
replacement plan and that native hardwood species should be selected whenever 
practicable. 
 
In regard to this application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing 
of filters, or from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during 
maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause 
damage to the receiving environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. 
Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the 
best management practices available when discharging pool water. 
 
Motion made by John Crane, seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
  

iv. Rogers- ZB 23-014 – 204 Morristown Rd – Prelim / final site plan, conditional 
use to install modular building with 2 classrooms. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding 
topography storm water best management practices should be given extra 
consideration during site work and as part of final site grading and restoration. In 
addition, implementation of best management practices to preserve and protect 
trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the 
maximum amount. Increased impervious coverage increases the volume 
(quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can contribute to local and potentially area 
wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this application, therefore site 
features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders should be 
considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
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Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management 
practices for homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 
This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the 
Environmental Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the 
Commission would like the Board to examine the Riparian Buffer. 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and 
the replacement of same. In regards to this application, the Environmental 
Commission feels that long-term tree survivability should be the goal of any tree 
replacement plan and that native hardwood species should be selected whenever 
practicable. 
 
Motion made by Sarah Wolfson, seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 

v. Brinkworth- ZB 23-018 – 12 Fairview Dr East – Front yard, side yard, 
combined side yard variance relief to construct an addition to an existing 
dwelling.  

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding 
topography storm water best management practices should be given extra 
consideration during site work and as part of final site grading and restoration. In 
addition, implementation of best management practices to preserve and protect 
trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious 
coverage manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots 
of these plants will take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain 
water. Adding plants can mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the 
new impervious coverage. Please refer to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List 
for an introductory list of native plants available at local nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tr
ee%20and%20Shrub 
%20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and 
the replacement of same. In regards to this application, the Environmental 
Commission feels that long-term tree survivability should be the goal of any tree 
replacement plan and that native hardwood species should be selected whenever 
practicable. 
 
Due to the age of the existing dwelling, the Environmental Commission would 
like the applicant to be aware of the potential for in-ground tanks, lead paint and 
asbestos. Proper precautions should be taken during demolition. 
 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
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Motion made by Sarah Wolfson, seconded by John Crane. All in favor, motion 
carried. 

  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public 
 
MEMBER COMMENT 
Congratulations Sarah on the commencement of the Library Project, the Commission would like 
to ensure there are pictures to document the project.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm. Motion by Todd seconded by Sarah All in favor, motion 
carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Ferrante, Meeting Secretary 
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TO:  Zoning Board Chairperson and Members 
 
FROM: Alice Smyk, Chairperson  
  Bernards Township Environmental Commission 
 
DATE:  September 28, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Application Review 
 
 
The Environmental Commission reviewed these applications at their September 21, 2023, meeting and forwards 
the following comments: 
 

Signature Acquisitions Add’t Info – ZB 22-028 – Traffic Engineers Info – no comments, no 
environmental concerns. 

 
 

Purdum– ZB 23-015 – 14 Columbia Rd – Variance for lot coverage to construct an addition to 
an existing dwelling. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding topography storm 
water best management practices should be given extra consideration during site work and as 
part of final site grading and restoration. In addition, implementation of best management 
practices to preserve and protect trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the maximum amount. 
Increased impervious coverage increases the volume (quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can 
contribute to local and potentially area wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this 
application, therefore site features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders 
should be considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management practices for 
homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious coverage 
manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots of these plants will take 
up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain water. Adding plants can mitigate the 
decreased water infiltration imposed by the new impervious coverage. Please refer to the 
Recommended Tree and Shrub List for an introductory list of native plants available at local 
nurseries. https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tr 
ee%20and%20Shrub %20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-
files 
 
The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks that the 
applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the construction. 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tr


   Bernards Township Environmental Commission 

277 South Maple Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920  (908) 204-3019 
 

 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and the replacement 
of same. In regard to this application, the Environmental Commission feels that long-term tree 
survivability should be the goal of any tree replacement plan and that native hardwood species 
should be selected whenever practicable. 
 
In regard to this application, the Environmental Commission would like to see a tree removal and 
replacement plan. Long-term tree survivability should be the goal of any tree replacement plan 
and native hardwood species should be selected whenever practical. 
 
Due to the age of the existing dwelling, the Environmental Commission would like the applicant 
to be aware of the potential for in-ground tanks, lead paint and asbestos. Proper precautions 
should be taken during demolition. 
 
During demolition, the Environmental Commission asks the applicant to consider recycling, 
repurposing, or gifting any demo’d material that is not being reused with this application. 
 
Motion made by Todd Edelstein, seconded by John Crane. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 
Flanigan – ZB 23-013 – 54 Dyckman Pl – Maximum allowable impervious coverage relief for 
a single-story addition, pool, patio & deck. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding topography storm 
water best management practices should be given extra consideration during site work and as 
part of final site grading and restoration. In addition, implementation of best management 
practices to preserve and protect trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the maximum amount. 
Increased impervious coverage increases the volume (quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can 
contribute to local and potentially area wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this 
application, therefore site features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders 
should be considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management practices for 
homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious coverage 
manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots of these plants will take 
up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain water. Adding plants can mitigate the 
decreased water infiltration imposed by the new impervious coverage. Please refer to the 
Recommended Tree and Shrub List for an introductory list of native plants available at local 
nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tree%20and%20
Shrub %20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
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This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the Environmental 
Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the Commission would like the Board to 
examine the Riparian Buffer. 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and the replacement 
of same. In regard to this application, the Environmental Commission feels that long-term tree 
survivability should be the goal of any tree replacement plan and that native hardwood species 
should be selected whenever practicable. 
 
In regard to this application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or 
from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water 
often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving environment in 
the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants 
township residents to use the best management practices available when discharging pool water. 
 
Motion made by John Crane, seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, motion carried. 
  
 
Rogers- ZB 23-014 – 204 Morristown Rd – Prelim / final site plan, conditional use to install 
modular building with 2 classrooms. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding topography storm 
water best management practices should be given extra consideration during site work and as 
part of final site grading and restoration. In addition, implementation of best management 
practices to preserve and protect trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the existing lot coverage exceeds the maximum amount. 
Increased impervious coverage increases the volume (quantity) of stormwater runoff, which can 
contribute to local and potentially area wide flooding. Site drainage is a concern with this 
application, therefore site features to promote the recharge of stormwater from the roof leaders 
should be considered. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green 
Infrastructure website is a good reference for “green” stormwater management practices for 
homeowners (http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/) 
 
This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the Environmental 
Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the Commission would like the Board to 
examine the Riparian Buffer. 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and the replacement 
of same. In regard to this application, the Environmental Commission feels that long-term tree 
survivability should be the goal of any tree replacement plan and that native hardwood species 
should be selected whenever practicable. 
 
Motion made by Sarah Wolfson, seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

http://www.nju.gov/dep/gi/
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Brinkworth- ZB 23-018 – 12 Fairview Dr East – Front yard, side yard, combined side yard 
variance relief to construct an addition to an existing dwelling.  

 
The Environmental Commission notes that due to the site and surrounding topography storm 
water best management practices should be given extra consideration during site work and as 
part of final site grading and restoration. In addition, implementation of best management 
practices to preserve and protect trees during the site work should be considered. 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious coverage 
manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots of these plants will take 
up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain water. Adding plants can mitigate the 
decreased water infiltration imposed by the new impervious coverage. Please refer to the 
Recommended Tree and Shrub List for an introductory list of native plants available at local 
nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tree%20and%20
Shrub %20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
The Commission would like to note if any tree permits have been taken out and the replacement 
of same. In regard to this application, the Environmental Commission feels that long-term tree 
survivability should be the goal of any tree replacement plan and that native hardwood species 
should be selected whenever practicable. 
 
Due to the age of the existing dwelling, the Environmental Commission would like the applicant 
to be aware of the potential for in-ground tanks, lead paint and asbestos. Proper precautions 
should be taken during demolition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: David Schley, Township Planner 

Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary; for distribution to BOA members 
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