
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
                                             Regular Meeting of September 21, 2023 - 7 pm  

                 Municipal Building - Warren Craft Room 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 

 
                                             Meeting Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Open Public Meeting Statement 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – August 28, 2023 

 
6.  
7. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence 

a. Pumpkin Smash Email  
b. Dr. Maloney Email - Trees  

 
Discussion  

Subcommittee Reports 
i. Applications Review:  John Crane, John Valeri, Todd Edelstein 

ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:   Todd Edelstein 
iii. Native Pollinator Group: Sarah Wolfson 

1. Small pollinator garden on township owned property. 
iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Nancy Cook 
v. Tree Protection:  John Valeri 

 

8. Old Business 
a. Status on Current Projects: 

 
9. New Business 

 Applications 
Signature Acquisitions Add’t Info – ZB 22-028 – Traffic Engineers Info   

i. Purdum– ZB 23-015 – 14 Columbia Rd – Variance for lot coverage to construct an 
addition to an existing dwelling.    

ii. Flanigan – ZB 23-013 – 54 Dyckman Pl – Maximum allowable impervious coverage 
relief for a single-story addition, pool, patio & deck.    

iii. Rogers- ZB 23-014 – 204 Morristown Rd – Prelim / final site plan, conditional use to 
install modular building with 2 classrooms.  

iv. Brinkworth- ZB 23-018 – 12 Fairview Dr East – Front yard, side yard, combined side 
yard variance relief to construct an addition to an existing dwelling.   

 
.    

 
10. Comments by Public 
11. Comments by Members 
12. Adjournment 

 
 
 

Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 
 

Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including 
Assistive listening devices (ALD). 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMISSION MINUTES –   August 28, 2023 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Alice Smyk called the meeting to order at 7:09 pm in the Warren Craft 
Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Gary Baumann, Elizabeth Cirri, Nancy Cook, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John 
Valeri, Jr. 

Absent:  John Crane, Sarah Wolfson 

Also Present: Kathleen Ferrante, Recording Secretary, Lee Cleary - Resident 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the July 24, 2023, meeting minutes made by Nancy Cook, seconded by John 
Valeri, Jr.. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Waterway Clean Up  - Gary Baumann – letter was not very specific, unclear of which 
waterway or whether it is in the Township, suggests passing on reply. John Valeri, Jr. - If 
the author follows up we would invite them to the next EC Meeting to speak and provide 
clarity. Nancy Cook – is unclear of the purpose, the letter mentions books and blood 
drives. Motion by Gary Baumann for no reply, second Nancy Cook. All in favor, motion 
carried 
 

DISCUSSION 
Subcommittee Reports 
 

a. Applications – Nancy Cook – There are no new applications, there are two updates: 
a. Signature Acquisitions LLC Add’t Info – ZP 22-028 – Todd Edelstein – No 

additional comments. Motion made by Nancy Cook, seconded by Todd Edelstein. 
All in favor, Gary Baumann abstained, motion carried. 
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b. Faruk – Add't Info ZB 23-009 – 145 Bernards Dr – Todd Edelstein – No 
additional comments. Motion made by Todd Edelstein, seconded by John Valeri. 
All in favor, Gary Baumann abstained, motion carried. 

 
 

a. ANJEC – Todd Edelstein – Attended a webinar on August 1st regarding NJ DEP new 
flood hazard protection rules. DEP has increased the flood protection elevation to 5’3”. 
The Township has already approved the adoption of these changes. Todd Edelstein does 
not believe the Environmental Commission needs to make any adjustments. 

 
 

c. Native Pollinator Group/Guerilla Gardening – Alice Smyk – Sarah Wolfson is absent 
and did not receive any updates on start date. Nancy Cook - reviewed the plan and 
believes this will be a great improvement. Alice Smyk – will contact Sarah on updates 
from DPW and a start date.  
 

d. Community Outreach/Education - Nancy Cook and Elizabeth Cirri will be meeting 
prior to September 15th to discuss some of the “Tips” they would like to see published for 
the public. 

 
 

e. Tree Protection – John Valeri - No applications 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
a. Status on Current Projects 

a. Townwide Composting – Gary Baumann was able to confirm the Township 
would not be able to provide the resources necessary to support this project. 
Nancy Cook and Elizabeth Cirri will pursue resources for the “Tips” that will be 
made available to Township residents for DIY Composting. 

b. Townwide Garage Sale – Residents can register on the Township website, 
garage sale will be September 9th. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Applications – See Discussion, Subcommittee Reports, Applications Review 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
a. Lee Cleary introduced herself, she hopes the library project goes through it will be 

amazing. She questioned the previously mentioned Styrofoam project, Todd Edelstein 
provided a summary and results of the EC research on the topic. Clearly added that 
Bernardsville had a successful one-day collection. Cleary was unaware of the new flood 
detection rules and inquired if residents not previously considered in a flood zone may 
now find themselves in a flood zone and if they would be notified. John Valeri, Jr. - 
advised this change was made at a state level, Alice Smyk added that if residence have 
concerns they may want to inquire within other departments within the Township that 
could provide better flood plain information. 
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MEMBER COMMENT 
Alice Smyk will not be present next month, Elizabeth Cirri will be acting Chairperson. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. Motion by Todd Edelstein seconded by John Valeri All in 
favor, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Ferrante, Meeting Secretary 
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