
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
                                             Regular Meeting of August 28, 2023 - 7 pm  

                 Municipal Building - Warren Craft Room 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 

 
                                             Meeting Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Open Public Meeting Statement 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – July 24, 2023 
6. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence 

a. Waterway Clean Up  
Discussion  

Subcommittee Reports 
i. Applications Review:  John Crane, John Valeri, Todd Edelstein 

ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:   Todd Edelstein 
iii. Native Pollinator Group: Sarah Wolfson 

1. Small pollinator garden on township owned property. 
iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Nancy Cook 
v. Tree Protection:  John Valeri 

 

7. Old Business 
a. Status on Current Projects: 

 
8. New Business 

 Applications 
i. Signature Acquisitions LLC Add’t Info – ZB 22-028  
ii. Faruk –   Add’t Info ZB 23-009 – 145 Bernards Dr 

 
.    

 
 

9. Comments by Public 
10. Comments by Members 
11. Adjournment 

 
 
 

Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 
 

Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including 
Assistive listening devices (ALD). 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMMISSION MINUTES –   July 24, 2023 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Alice Smyk called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm in the Warren Craft Room, Bernards 
Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Gary Baumann, Elizabeth Cirri, Nancy Cook, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John 
Valeri, Jr. Sarah Wolfson 

Absent:  None 

Also Present: Kate Ferrante, Recording Secretary 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the June 26, 2023, meeting minutes made by John Crane seconded by John Valeri. 
Abstention Gary Baumann and Nancy Cook. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

a. Lee Cleary Email – John Crane suggest she attend our meetings, Nancy Cook suggests that she 
may want to help work with her on “Weekly Tips” for the website, Todd Edelstein suggested she 
may want to review the information on the website to learn more about what we do. 

 
b. Compost Email – Gary Baumann – Composting needs a large area to accommodate and many 

considerations such as run off, odor and maintenance. Todd Edelstein – proactively reached out to 
the DPW and the response was that there are several concerns, and this may not be in the best 
interest of the town. John Crane – It may be best to provide resources to the residence on DIY 
composting. Sarah Wolfe – Perhaps the water shed ambassador may be able to provide education 
for our residents to promote individual household composting. Gary Baumann– Our area yard 
waste contains an overage of nitrogen due to fertilizers and may not create the hummus desired 
with composting. Sarah Wolfe – Will identify the water shed ambassador and contact them to 
discuss. Gary Baumann will inquire with the Township Committee and report back with their 
feedback. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 

a. Applications – No applications 
 
 

a. ANJEC email monitoring/important educational webinars - Todd Edelstein – NJ inland flood 
protection webinar Tuesday, 7pm August 1st. John Valeri – DEP storm water rule change 

 
 

c. Native Pollinator Group/Guerilla Gardening – Sarah Wolfe– Susan Kessel created plans for the 
Basking Ridge Library gardens. Next steps are to meet with the Library and DPW this week to 
discuss the new plans. Susan Kessel submitted an application to Rutgers for plant donation. Todd 
Edelstein would like to ensure that the area is handicap accessible. John Crane suggests reaching 
out to local landscapers who may be willing to donate their services. Alice Smyk - suggested a 
video of the completed project to share as a resource for residents for their home landscape 
options. - Plan attached 
 

d. Community Outreach/Education - Nancy Cook and Elizabeth Cirri will be working on an initiative 
to prevent sump pumps from emptying into sewer ways, dryer balls and DIY composting. Todd 
Edelstein – suggested information on pool installation with ultraviolet light. The light cuts the usage 
of chlorine and may be a cost effective environmentally positive consideration for the public. 

 
 

e. Tree Protection – No applications 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Status on Current Projects 
a. Styrofoam – Todd Edelstein reported that he found that Long Hill is only able to take 

limited quantities from surrounding Townships, it is required that product is not 
contaminated and clean when delivered, final product must be bagged. At this time the 
process and workload it is not feasible, however they are exploring options to expand use 
of the machine and he will be notified when that happens.   

b. Town Garage Sale – Posted on website, residents can register through the website and 
the Town will publicize, charities will be available to pick-up leftover items 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Applications - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
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MEMBER COMMENT 
Todd Edelstein - reminder that the quarry is sold and would like the committee to follow any news in 
relation to the future use of land. 
Alice Smyk will miss the September Meeting Nancy Cook will substitute. Also, she will recommend Todd 
Edelstein and Sarah Wolfe should move from alternates to appointed Committee members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. Motion by Todd Edelstein seconded by John Valeri All in favor, motion 
carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Ferrante, Meeting Secretary 
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