
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
    Regular Meeting of June 26, 2023 - 7 pm  
  Municipal Building - Warren Craft Room 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 

    Meeting Agenda 

1. Call to Order
2. Open Public Meeting Statement
3. Flag Salute
4. Roll Call
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – May 22, 2023

a. April 24, 2023
6. 
7. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence

a. US Fish & Wildlife Email

Discussion 
Subcommittee Reports 

i. Applications Review:  John Crane, John Valeri, Todd Edelstein
ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:   Todd Edelstein

iii. Native Pollinator Group: Sarah Wolfson
1. Small pollinator garden on township owned property.

iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Nancy Cook
v. Tree Protection:  John Valeri

8. Old Business
a. Status on Current Projects:

9. New Business
Applications 

i. Wadhwa / Mohan – ZB 23-005 – 16 Chaucer Court – Construction of in-ground pool
and amenities requiring relief for maximum impervious coverage & not behind the rear 
building line (Lot 20).    

ii. Faruk – ZB 23-009 – 145 Bernards Dr – “C” variance for exceeding maximum
coverage allowed – construction of in-ground pool, patio, pavilion & walkway.

iii. Stowe – ZB 23-010 – 11 Culberson Rd – Relief for maximum lot coverage & maximum
height of any accessory building to construct a 2 story, 2 car detached garage.

iv. Maio- ZB 23-012 – 444 Mt. Airy Rd – Disturbance of steep slopes

.  

10. Comments by Public
11. Comments by Members
12. Adjournment

Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 

Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including 
Assistive listening devices (ALD). 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMMISSION MINUTES –   May 22, 2023 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Alice Smyk called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm in the Warren Craft 
Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Present:  Elizabeth Cirri, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John Valeri Jr., 
Sarah Wolfson 

Absent:  Gary Baumann, Nancy Cook 

Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary, Kate Ferrante, New Recording Secretary 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
The minutes for April 24, 2023 will be tabled until the June meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jennifer Asay stopped by to bid farewell to the Environmental Commission as she has moved to 
the Municipal Alliance. She welcomed Gary Baumann and his experience to the Environmental 
Commission. She mentioned there would be a town wide yard sale in September in the spirit of 
the environment.  
 
 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

a. PK Environmental Letter 
No comments. 
 

b. Styrofoam Recycling Email 
Email from Debra DeWitt regarding Watchung receiving a grant to recycle styrofoam. 
Todd Edelstein said he spoke with Pat Monaco who would communicate with DPW 
regarding the Township’s ability to recycle styrofoam to see if this was a possibility. 
Todd said he would also follow up with Long Hill Township to see how they operate 
with this task and if they would possibly accept styrofoam from Bernards Township. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 

a. Applications - John Crane shared an ordinance that the Bernards Township Committee 
would be voting on 5/23/23. Ordinance would default the stream buffer ordinance to the 
DEP. John Crane mentioned that the Environmental Commission should have been able 
to comment on the ordinance prior to it going up for vote. Standard Comments will have 
to be updated to reflect the new ordinance should it pass.  
 
Alice Smyk made a motion to recommend the passing of the Ordinance #2521, Elizabeth 
Cirri seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  

 
 

b. ANJEC - June 10th - Long Branch - 12-3 pm NJ Wind Works Rally. May 31st - Zoom 
webinar on offshore research and monitoring.  

 
 

c. Native Pollinator Group/Guerilla Gardening - The library is on board and very 
enthusiastic for the Commission to be involved. DPW can trim the hedges at the library 
or remove completely depending on the Commission’s scope of the project. Next step is 
to talk to DPW and Basking Ridge Garden Club. Susan Kessel (Rutgers Environmental 
Steward) will be working on this as her project and Rutgers may provide the plants for 
the area.  

 
 

d. Community Outreach/Education - No update.  
 
 

e. Tree Protection - Three applications with tree removal.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
a. Status on Current Projects  

i. Native Plant Sale 
Plant sale went well. 37 orders were placed.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
a. Applications 

i. Blumberg – ZB 23-004 – 106 Annin Rd – Construction of in-ground pool not 
located behind the rear building line of adjacent residence. Square FT of pool 
exceeds max permitted.  
 
The applicant should get a riparian buffer delineation from the New Jersey DEP, 
and Wetlands L.O.I 

120 linear feet 3'x4' dry well calculation should be shown; it appears to be 
undersized on the plan 151 linear feet may be needed for a 1/3 void ratio, for the 
patio 2,420 sf. 

The limit of disturbance 4,927 sf may not be practical to construct in a normal 
manner the applicant should consider going to the County for soil permit which is 
required for 5,000 or more square feet. 

The applicant should confirm that the engineering plan will override any 
rendering concept plan . 

The Environmental Commission notes the presence of freshwater wetlands and a 
surface water body on the subject property. Best management practices to protect 
these sensitive ecological areas should be implemented during the site work 
(sediment and erosion controls) and post-construction (organic lawn care, protect 
and preserve natural soil, vegetation, and grading in buffer zones and within the 
stream). 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious 
coverage manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots 
of these plants will take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain 
water. Adding plants can mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the 
new impervious coverage. Please refer to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List 
for an introductory list of native plants available at local nurseries. 

 
The Environmental Commission notes the lack of details regarding the recharge 
of stormwater as part of the proposed development. The recharge of stormwater is 
required when impervious surface is increased by > 1,000 sq ft. Site drainage in 
general is a concern due to the existing characteristics of the property, for 
example the presence of poorly drained soil. 
 
This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the 
Environmental Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the 
Commission would like the Board to examine the Riparian Buffer. 

 
The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks 
that the applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the 
construction. 
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In regard to this application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing 
of filters, or from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during 
maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause 
damage to the receiving environment in the form of non-point source pollution. 
Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the 
best management practices available when discharging pool water. 
 
Todd Edelstein made a motion, John Valeri Jr. seconded. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
      

ii. Lembo – ZB 23-008 – 17 Tysley St – “C” variance for encroaching into side 
yard setback (porch).  
 
No environmental concern.  
 
Elizabeth Cirri made a motion, Sarah Wolfson seconded. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
 

ii. Cordano – ZB 23-006 – 177 Whitenack Rd. – Covered patio encroaches into 
rear yard setback. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the presence of freshwater wetlands and a 
surface water body on the subject property. Best management practices to protect 
these sensitive ecological areas should be implemented during the site work 
(sediment and erosion controls) and post-construction (organic lawn care, protect 
and preserve natural soil, vegetation, and grading in buffer zones and within the 
stream). 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious 
coverage manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots 
of these plants will take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain 
water. Adding plants can mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the 
new impervious coverage. Please refer to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List 
for an introductory list of native plants available at local nurseries. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the lack of details regarding the recharge 
of stormwater as part of the proposed development. The recharge of stormwater is 
required when impervious surface is increased by > 1,000 sq ft. Site drainage in 
general is a concern due to the existing characteristics of the property, for 
example the presence of poorly drained soil. 
 
With regard to the presence of and proposed development on the existing 
wetlands, the Environmental Commission defers to the NJDEP review of the 
Freshwater Wetland Individual Permit. 
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The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks 
that the applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the 
construction. 
 
John Crane made a motion, Alice Smyk seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 

iv. BR Presbyterian Church – ZB 23-007 – 12 E Allen St. – Conditional use 
variance to operate a food pantry in an existing garage.  
 
No environmental concerns. The applicant may want to consider a no idling sign 
for pick ups.  
 
John Valeri Jr. made a motion, John Crane seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 

iv. Norton – ZB 23-011 – 76 Highland Ave. – Fence in front yard exceeding 
maximum allowable height & not 50% open 
 
No environmental concerns. 
 
John Valeri Jr. made a motion, John Crane seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Kathleen (Kate) Ferrante will be taking over for Kaitlin Cartoccio when she steps down after this 
meeting.  
 
 
MEMBER COMMENT 
John Crane mentioned the Patch was advertising “No Mow May”. Sarah Wolfson said it’s more 
beneficial to plant native plants that are consistent food sources for native pollinators. Todd 
Edelstein mentioned that NJ 101.5 was talking about how the City of Newark was pushing for 
tree planting. He also mentioned that today was recycling and on all the cans there was a plastic 
bag advertising the food bank. It was ironic there was a plastic bag that can’t be recycled on a 
recycling container. Alice Smyk mentioned that there is an Environmental Commission budget 
which has $290 remaining for the year. 

  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. Motion by Alice Smyk seconded by John Valeri Jr. All in 
favor, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, Meeting Secretary 
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TO:  Zoning Board Chairperson and Members 
 
FROM: Alice Smyk, Chairperson  
  Bernards Township Environmental Commission 
 
DATE:  May 23, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Application Review 
 
 
The Environmental Commission reviewed these applications at their May 22, 2023, meeting and 
forwards the following comments: 
 
 
ZB  23-004 106 Annin Rd variance for a pool not located behind the rear of a building line of 
adjacent residence, and square footage of a pool exceeds the maximum permitted. Asking for 
Wetlands delineation waiver 
 
Highlights: 

• R-1 zone 3 AC 
• Lot area 2.82 AC 
• Coverage permitted 15% 
• Existing coverage 10.18% 12,496 sf 
• Proposed coverage 13.17% 16 ,166 sf 
• Pool add 1,250 sf  
• Patio add 2,520 sf  
• The site has the Dead River to the West of it,150' Wetlands buffer, has a 100-year flood 

limit line shown on plans, Township riparian Zone 1 and 2 shown on the plans. 
 

 
Comments:  
 
The applicant should get a riparian buffer delineation from the New Jersey 
DEP, and Wetlands L.O.I 
 
The 120 LF 3'x4' dry well calculation should be shown.  It appears to be undersized on the 
plane; 151 LF could be needed for a 1/3 void ratio, for the patio size of 2,420 sf.  
 
The limit of disturbance 4,927 sf may not be practical to construct in a normal manner.  The 
applicant should consider going to the county for a soil permit which is required for 5,000 or 
more square feet. 
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The applicant should confirm that the engineering plan will override any rendering concept 
plan. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the presence of freshwater wetlands and a surface water 
body on the subject property. Best management practices to protect these sensitive ecological 
areas should be implemented during the site work (sediment and erosion controls) and post-
construction (organic lawn care, protect and preserve natural soil, vegetation, and grading in 
buffer zones and within the stream). 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious coverage 
manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots of these plants will 
take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain water. Adding plants can 
mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the new impervious coverage. Please refer 
to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List for an introductory list of native plants available at 
local nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tree%20and%2
0Shrub %20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the lack of details regarding the recharge of stormwater 
as part of the proposed development. The recharge of stormwater is required when impervious 
surface is increased by > 1,000 sq ft. Site drainage in general is a concern due to the existing 
characteristics of the property, for example the presence of poorly drained soil. 
 
This property contains a wetlands conservation easement and as such, the Environmental 
Commission would like to see an LOI. In addition, the Commission would like the Board to 
examine the Riparian Buffer. 
 
The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks that the 
applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the construction. 
 
In regard to this application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or 
from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water 
often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving environment 
in the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants 
township residents to use the best management practices available when discharging pool 
water. 
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ZB 23-008  
17 Tysley St.- Block 708 lot 5 
 
Variance for encroachment into a side yard setback porch 
R-6 3/4 acre Zone 
 
No environmental concerns  
 
ZB 23-006 
177 Whitenack Road -Block 4601 Lot 12  
 
Highlights: 

• Covered patio encroaches into rear yard setback, 
• R-1 zone 3 Acre 
• Coverage allowed 15% 
• Existing coverage 7.71% 7,390 sf 
• Proposed coverage 12.03% 11 530 sf 
• The site has wetlands and wetlands permit.  

 
Comments:  
The applicant does not show any recharge on the site plans provided there's approximately 
4,140 square feet of additional coverage.  The applicant should provide a breakdown of the 
new coverage of the existing construction and the proposed additional covered patio. 
 
The applicant should provide a soil erosion plan and the limit of disturbance in square feet. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the presence of freshwater wetlands and a surface water 
body on the subject property. Best management practices to protect these sensitive ecological 
areas should be implemented during the site work (sediment and erosion controls) and post-
construction (organic lawn care, protect and preserve natural soil, vegetation, and grading in 
buffer zones and within the stream). 
 
The Commission asks the Board to suggest that applicants increasing impervious coverage 
manage stormwater runoff by planting native trees or shrubs. The roots of these plants will 
take up water and promote conditions that allow soil to retain water. Adding plants can 
mitigate the decreased water infiltration imposed by the new impervious coverage. Please refer 
to the Recommended Tree and Shrub List for an introductory list of native plants available at 
local nurseries. 
https://www.bernards.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=Tree%20and%2
0Shrub %20Replacement%20List.pdf&folder=Environmental&container=fileman-files 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the lack of details regarding the recharge of stormwater 
as part of the proposed development. The recharge of stormwater is required when impervious 
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surface is increased by > 1,000 sq ft. Site drainage in general is a concern due to the existing 
characteristics of the property, for example the presence of poorly drained soil. 
 
With regard to the presence of and proposed development on the existing wetlands, the 
Environmental Commission defers to the NJDEP review of the Freshwater Wetland Individual 
Permit. 
 
The Commission notes that a tree inventory is not depicted on the plan and asks that the 
applicant discuss whether any trees will be removed as part of the construction. 
 
ZB 23-007  
12 East Allen Street Presbyterian Church - Block 1608 Lot 1 
R7 Zone half acre 
 
Conditional use variance to operate a food pantry in existing garage.  
 
No environmental concerns.  May want to consider a no idling sign for pickups. 
 
ZB 23-011  
76 Highland Avenue - Block 6303 Lot 25  
3/4 Acres Zone R-6 Zone  
Fence in front yard exceeding maximum allowable height not 50% open 
 
No environmental comment 
 
 
 
cc: David Schley, Township Planner 
            Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary; for distribution to BOA members 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMMISSION MINUTES –   April 24, 2023 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Alice Smyk called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the Warren Craft 
Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Present:  Nancy Cook, Elizabeth Cirri, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John 
Valeri Jr., Sarah Wolfson 

Absent:  Jennifer Asay 

Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary, Kate Ferrante, New Recording Secretary 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the March 27, 2023 minutes made by Sarah Wolfson, seconded by Nancy 
Cook. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Sue Kessel, a Bernards Township resident, is completing the Rutgers Environmental 
Stewardship program. Her interests are mainly invasive species, native species and waterway and 
streams. She would like to help with a project wherever she can fit in. 
 
John Gray, a Bernards Township resident came to comment on the Native and Invasive Species 
list that the Environmental Commission Shares. He commented that the Shade Tree Commission 
is coming out with a new list that the Environmental Commission should share. He also made 
several comments regarding conservation easements at local residences.  
 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 

a. Applications – No applications.   
 

b. ANJEC – Grant application for guerilla gardening submitted but after reading the fine 
print, members realized that the targeted property must be preserved.  

 
c. Native Pollinator Group/Guerilla Gardening –  Seedlings were handed out at Lord 

Stirling Park on April 28th.   
 
 

d. Community Outreach/Education – Nancy Cook and Elizabeth Cirri will work together 
to determine articles and information for outreach.   

 
 

e. Tree Protection – Two applications. One tree was dead.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
a. Status on Current Projects  

i. Native Plant Sale - Sarah Wolfson will send out the sign up link for the plant sale.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Applications 
            No new applications 
 
 
MEMBER COMMENT 
John Crane and Todd Edelstein discussed the easement ordinances that were brought up in 
Public Comment.  
  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm. Motion by John Valeri Jr seconded by Elizabeth Cirri. All in 
favor, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, Meeting Secretary 
































































































































































































	EC Minutes 5 22 23 Final.pdf
	BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL
	COMMISSION MINUTES –   May 22, 2023
	ROLL CALL
	Present: Present:  Elizabeth Cirri, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John Valeri Jr., Sarah Wolfson
	Absent:  Gary Baumann, Nancy Cook
	Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary, Kate Ferrante, New Recording Secretary
	APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

	EC Minutes 4 24 23.pdf
	BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL
	COMMISSION MINUTES –   April 24, 2023
	ROLL CALL
	Present: Present:  Nancy Cook, Elizabeth Cirri, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk, John Valeri Jr., Sarah Wolfson
	Absent:  Jennifer Asay
	Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary, Kate Ferrante, New Recording Secretary
	APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES




