



























































































































































Principal Subsidiary Undertakings

Incorporated and operating in Products and services Incorporated and operating in % huld Products and services

Europe Materials

Britain & Northern Ireland

Northstone (NI) Limited
(including Farrans, Ready Use
Concrete, R]J, Maxwell & Son,
Scott)

Premier Cement Limited

ey

]

Aggregates, readymixed concrete,
mortar, coated macadam, rooftiles,
building and civil engineering
contracting

Marketing and distribution of cement

Furope Produets & Distribution

Austria
Quester Baustoffhandel GmbH

Belgium

Conunede Produnts

Douterloigne nv

Hs

Builders merchants

Concrete floor elements, pavers and

blocks

TBF. Thompson (Properties) Limited i Property development
Finland Ergonnv 1y} Precast concrete structural elements
Finnsementti Oy wmi Cement Klaps nv i Concrete paving, sewerage and water

Lohja Rudus Oy Ab

00

Aggregates and readymixed concrete

treatment

Marlux nv :3t Decorative concrete pavin,
Ireland paving
. L. Qeterbeton nv i1 Precast concrete
Irish Cement Limited 100 Gement R
) R L. . . 3 Omnidal nv 101 Precast concrete structural elemnents

Premier Periclase Limited i High quality seawater magnesia

. | . ' Remacle sa 101 Precast concrete products
Roadstons-Wood Grounp

N Schelfhout nv 106 Precast concrete wall elements

Clogrennane Lime Limited
John A. Wood Limited

e
HS!

Burnt and hydrated lime

Aggregates, readymixed concrete,
concrete blocks end pipes, asphalt,

Building Praducs

Plakabeton nv

)

Construction accessories

agricultural and chemical limestone Portal sa iy Glass roof structures
and contract swfacing Ppetritastion
Ormonde Brick Limited 0 Clay brick Van Neerbos Bouwmarkten nv 00 DIY stores
Roadstone Dublin Limited 100 Aggregates, readymixed concrete, Chav Products
mortar, coated macadam, asphalt, L .
contract surfacing and congrete blocks Steenhandel ). De Saegher nv 100 Clay brick factors
Roadstone Provinces Limited ‘ Aggregates, readymixed concrete. Britain & Northern Ireland
mortar, coated macadam, asphalt, )
contract surfacing, concrete blocks Conerete Products
and rooftiles Forticrete Limited 10 Concrete masonry products and

rooftiles

Poland
Bosta Beton Sp. z 0.0 902 Readymixed concrete Supreme Concrete Limited 104 Concrete fencing, lintels and floor
Cementownia Rejowiec S.A. 100 Cement Gt Droducts beams
Drogomex Sp. z0.0.* 9594 Asphalt and contract surfacing ﬂ;slock Brick Limited 0 Clay brick manufacturer
Faelbud S.A* LWy Readymixed concrete, concrete X o - . i K
products and concrete paving Kevington Building Products Limited (00 Specialist brick fabricator
Grupa Ozatéw S.A. J00  Cement Manchester Brick & Precast 100 Brick-clad precast components
Grupa Prefabet S.A* 100 Concrete products Building Preducts
Kujawy Wapno Sp.zo.0* 4995  Production of lime and lime products Alrvent Systems Services Limited 06 Smoke ventilation systems and
Masfalt Sp. z 0.0.* 10 Asphalt and contract swrfacing . services
OKSM. sl Aggregates Bmugh?or? Controls an.tefi i} Access.control sy‘stef‘ns
Polbet B-Complex S.A* ot Readymixed concrete and concrete Cox Building Products Limited 0 ?;J(;n Cﬂ:ﬁgﬁ;xg gzt&?gnhstzstems
paving N ‘ e
ZPW Trzuskawica S.A. 9y Production of lime and lime products CRH Fencing Limited . 1()-(.) Security fencing
EcoTherm Insulations Limited 100 PUR/PIR insulation
Spain Geoquip Limited 100 Perimeter intrusion detection systems
Beton Catalan Crowgs Springvale EPS Limited 109 EPSinsulation and packaging
Beton Catalan s.a. 10:4 Readymixed concrete TangoRail Limited 104 Non-welded railing systems
Cabis.a. 4994 Cementitious materials Denmark
Cantera de Aridos Puig Braca sa. “081 - Aggregates Betonelernent A/S 100 Precast concrete structural elernents
Explotacion de Aridos Calizos s.a. G Aggregates Betongruppen RBR 100 Paving Manufacturer
Formigo i Bigues s.a. 499.651  Aggregates ThermiSol A/S 900 EPS insulation
Formigons Girona s.a. 101 Readymixed concrete and precast
concrete products Estonia
Suberolita s.a. 100 Readymixed concrete and precast ThermiSol QU 106 EPSinsulation
concrete products
Tamuz sa. 100 Aggregates Finland
Switzerland ThermiSol Oy 100 EPSinsulation
JURA-Holding WK E‘;arl]ré?::éaggregates and readymixed France
Ukraine Concrete Troducts
Podilsky Cement 95,58 Cement BMI sa 49.91  Precast concrete products
Chapron Leroy sas 100 Utlity products
Stradal sas ing  Landscape, utility and

128 CRH

infrastructural concrete products
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Incorporated and operating in % heid
Tuilding Prod s

Heda sa oo
Heras Cloture sarl i
Laubeuf sas oy
Plakabeton sa 101
Dhatvibahon

Buscaglia sas* 100
Doras sa* . e
Etrechy Matériaux sas 104
Matériaux Service sas iy
Raboni sas* wi
Germany

Conerele Pruducts

EHL AG 00
Rhebau GmbH jull}
Clay Produets

AKA Ziegelgruppe GmbH T
[niding Proh

Adronit GmbH 00
Brakel Aero GmbH i
EcoTherm GmbH 100
Gefinex GmbH 100)
Greschalux GmbH 0
Halfen GmbH 10
Heras SKS GmhH 140
JET Tageslicht und RWA GmbH 10
Magnetic Autocontrol GmbH 10U
Syncotec GmbH 100
Unidek GmbH UK
Ireland

Bailding Prodvcts

Aerobord Limited 100
Construction Accessories Limited 100
Italy

Record Sp.A. 0
Netherlands

Concrete Produgls

Alvon Bouwsystemen bv [ted]
Calduran bv 100
Dycore bv 100
Heembeton by 160
Kellenbv 100
Struyk Verwo bv 0o
Clay Pisducts

Kleiwarenfabriek Buggenum bv 00
Kleiwarenfabriek De Bylandt bv fou
Kleiwarenfabriek De Waalwaard bv 100
Kleiwarenfabriek Fagade Beek bv 100
Kleiwarenfabriek Joosten Kessel bv 1001

Kleiwarenfabriek Joosten Wessembv 100

Products and services

Security fencing
Temporary fencing
Glass roof structures
Construction accessories

Builders merchants
Builders merchants
Builders merchants
Builders merchants
Builders merchants

Concrete paving and landscape
walling products

Water treatment and sewerage
products

Clay biick, pavers and rooftiles

Security fencing and access control

Rooflights, glass roof structures and
ventilation systems

PUR/PIR insulation

XPE insulation

Domelights and ventilation systems
Metal construction accessories
Security fencing

Domelights, ventilation systems and
continuous rooflights

Vehicle and pedestrian access
control systems

Construction accessories
EPS insulation

EPS insulation and packaging

Metal and plastic construction
accessories

Concrete landscaping

Precast concrete structural elements

Sand-lime bricks and building
elements

Concrate flooring elements

Precast concrete structural elements
Concrete paving products

Concrete paving products

Clay brick manufacturer
Clay paver manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer

Incorporated and operating in

Kooy Bilthoven by
Leebo bv

Steenfabriek Nuth by
ding Producis

Arfman Hekwerk bv

Aluminiurm Verkoop Zuid bv
BIK Bouwprodukten bv
Brakel Atmos bv

FcoTherm bv
Heras Nederland bv

Mavotransbv -
Unidek Group bv
Unipol bv
Vaculux bv

stethition
CRH Bouwmaterialenhandel bv
CRH Roofing Materials bv

Garfield Aluminium bv

NVB Venneulen Bouwstoffen bv
Stoel van Klaveren Bouwstoffen bv
Syntec bv

Ubhens Bouwmaterialen bv

Van Neerbos Bouwmarkten hv
Van Neerbos Bouwmarkten
Exploitatie bv

Van Neerbos Bouwmaten bv

Van Neerbos Bouwmaterialen bv

Poland

Clay Producis

CERG Sp.zo.0.

Cerpol Kozlowice Sp.z 0.0,
CRH Klinkier Sp.z 0.0,

Gozdnickie Zaklady Ceramiki
Budowlanej Sp. zo.0.*

Patoka [ndustries Limited Sp.z 0.0.*

Termo Organika Sp.zo.0.

Slovakia
Premac Spol.sro.

Spain
Plakabeton sa

Sweden
ThenmniSol AB

Switzerland
Aschwanden AG
Baubedarf
Element AG

Richner

v
o heidd

HeEA
109

306}

1

(O3
RIS

s

H¥)

00

100
104
100
106

HEY)
HES)
HEY
)
HEY
H
g
100

6755

G640

T

g

ISR AG

1)

100

H]

101

108}
100
100

0

Products and services

Clay brick factors

Designer, manufacturer and installer
of fagade and roofing systerns

Clay brick manufacturer

Producer and installer of fauna and
railway fencing solutions

Roller shutter and awning systems
Domelights and continuous rooflights

Glass roof structures, continuous
rooflights and ventilation systems

PUR/PR insulation

Security fencing and perimeter
protection

Construction accessories
EPS insulation

EPS granulates
Domelights

Builders merchants
Roofing materials merchant
Aluminium stockholding
Builders merchants
Builders merchants
[ronmongery merchants
Builders merchants

DIY stores

DIY stores
Cash & Carry building materials
Builders merchants

Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer
Clay brick manufacturer

Clay brick manufacturer
EPS insulation

Concrete paving and floor elements

Accessories for construction and
precast concrete

EPS insulation

Construction accessories
Builders merchants

Prefabricated structural concrete
elements

Sanitary ware and ceramic tiles
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Principal Subsidiary Undertakings continued

Incorporated and operating in

s Materials

United States
APAC, Inc

Callanan Industries, Inc.

CPM Development Corporation

Des Moines Asphalt & Paving, Co.
Dolomite Products Company, Inc.
Evans Construction Company

Hallett Construction Company
Hills Materials Company

Michigan Paving and Materials
Company

Mountain Enterprises, Inc.
Nuckolls Concrete Services, Inc.

Oldcastle Industrial Minerals, Inc.

Oldcastle Materials, Inc.
Oldcastle Materials Southeast, [nc,
Oldcastle SW Group, Inc.

Pennsy Supply, Inc.

Pike Industries, Inc.

PJ. Keating Company
Staker & Parson Companies
Stonecn, Inc.

Texas Asphalt Refining Company, LL.C
The Shelly Company

Tilcon Connecticut, Inc.

L0 CRH

106}

wa

i

Y

o0

1060

100

lan

Hi

100

100

10

100

Y

100

n

Y

106}

10

Products and services

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
actjvities

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt. readymixed
concrete, prestressed concrete and
related construction activities

Asphalt and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt and readymixed
concrete

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt and related
construction activities
Aggregates, asphalt and related
construction activities
Readymixed concrete and related
construction activities

Mining and crushing of high calcium
limestone

Holding company

Aggregates

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt, readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt and related
construction activities
Aggregates, asphalt and related
construction activities
Aggregates, asphalt. readymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates

Refining and sale of liquid asphalt
Aggregates, asphalt and related
construction activities
Aggregates, asphalt, read ymixed
concrete and related construction
activities

Aggregates, asphalt. and related
construction activities

Incorporated and operating in

o

Ik

R

Products and services

Americas Products & Distribution

Argentina

Canteras Cerro Negro S.A.
CRH Sudamericana S.A.
Superglass S.A.

Canada
Antamex International, Inc.
Fulton Industries, Inc.

Oldcastle Building Products
Canada, Inc.

{trading as April Industries,
Décor Precast, Groupe Permacon,
Oldcastle Glass and Synertech
Moulded Products)

Chile
Vidrios Dell Orto, SA.

United States

CRH America, Inc.

Oldcastle, Inc.

Oldcastle Building Products, Inc.
ArcBitechinal Products Guonp

Akron Brick and Block, Inc.
Anchor Concrete Products, Inc.

Bend Industries, Inc.
Big River Industries, Inc.
Bonsal American, Inc.

Custom Surfaces, Inc.
Dixie Cut Stone & Marble, Inc.

Glen-Gery Corporation
Northfield Block Company

Oldcastle Architectural, Inc,

Oldcastle APG Midwest, Inc.
(trading as 4D, Miller Material Co.,
Oldcastle Sheffield,

Schuster’s Building Products)

Oldcastle APG Northeast. Inc.

{trading as Arthur Whitcomb, Balcon,
Betco Block, Betco Supreme, Domine
Builders Supply, Foster-Southeastern,
Oldcastle Easton, Trenwyth Industries}

Oldcastle APG South, Inc.

(trading as Adams Products, Big Rock
Building Products, Bosse Concrete
Products, Georgia Masonry, Goria
Enterprises, The Keystone Group)

s
[

100

1060
100

100

He

HIY

100
10¢}
100

]

1081

NG

g

01
106

164}

iK)

Clay rooftiles, wall tiles and floor tiles
Holding company

Fabricated and tempered glass
products

Curtain wall manufacturer

Architectural-rated operable window
and curtain wall manufacturer
Masonry, paving and retaining

walls, utility boxes and trenches

and custom-fabricated and

tempered glass products

Fabricated and tempered glass
products

Holding company
Holding company
Holding company

Specialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

Spedialty masonry and hardscape
products

Concrete, brick and stone products
Lightweight aggregate and fly-ash
Pre-mixed products and specialty
stone products

Custom fabrication and installation
of countertops

Distributor and fabricator of
specialty stone products

Clay brick

Specialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

Holding company

Spedialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

Spedialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

Specialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

13O
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Incorporated and operating in

Oldcastle APG Texas. Inc. 1061
(trading as Custom-Crete,

Custom Stone Supply,
Eagle-Cordell Concrete Products,
Jewell Concrete Products)

Oldcastle APG West, Inc. fhg
(trading as Amcor Masonry Products,
Central Pre-Mix Concrete Products,
Oldcastle Stockton, Sierra Building
Products, Superlite Block, Young Block)

Oldcastle Concrete Designs, Inc. 1
Oldcastle l.awn & Garden, Inc. 100
Oldcastle Coastal, Inc. HEY
Oldcastle Retail, Inc. 1630
Oldcastle Westile, Inc. oo
Paver Systems, LL.C el
Sakrete of North America, LLC B4t
Distiibation Group

Allied Building Products Corp. 1601

A.LL Roofing & Building 1o

Materials Corp.

Arzee Supply Corp. of New Jersey Jests
Mahalo Acquisition

Corp (trading as G. W. Killebrew) 101
QOldcastle Distribution, Inc. 104
Glass Group

Oldcastle Glass, Inc. 100
Southwest Aluminum Systems, Inc. o
Texas Wall Systems, Inc. 100

Construchon Agcessoties ond Feacing

Merchants Metals Holding Company 106

MMI Products, Inc. 10
[vy Steel & Wire, Inc. 100
MM StrandCo LP, LLC 100
Precast Group

Oldcastle Precast, Inc. 1060
(trading as AFCO Precast, Amcor

Precast, BES Concrete Products,
Brooks Products, Cayuga & Kerr
Concrete Pipe, Chase Precast,

Christy Concrete Products,

Cloud Concrete, Contractors
Engineers Supply, McArthur Concrete,
Mega Cast, NC Products, Packaged
Systems, Rotondo Precast,

Superior Concrete, Utility Vault,
Vanguard Precast, White Supply)

Hartford Concrete Products, Inc. el

Products and services

Specialty inasonry and stone
products, hardscape and patio

products

Specialty masonry, hardscape and
patio products

Specialty concrete products

Patio products, bagged stone, mulch
and stone

Patio products

Sales and marketing of lawn and
garden products

Concrete rooftile and pavers
Hardscape products
Holding company

Distribution of roofing, siding and
related products. wallboard, metal
studs, acoustical tile and grid
Distribution of roofing and related
products

Distribution of siding, roofing and
related products

Holding company
Holding company

Custom fabricated and tempered glass
products

Architectural aluminjum store fronts
and doors

Curtain wall manufacturer

Holding company

Fabrication and distribution of metal
products including fencing, welded
wire reinforcement and concrete
accessories; distribution of plastic,
lumber and other metal products
Welded wire reinforcement
manufacturer

PC strand

Precast concrete products, concrete
pipe, prestressed plank and structural
elements

Precast concrete products and concrete
pipe

|31
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Principal Joint Venture Undertakings

Principal Associated Undertakings

Incarporated and operating in bid

Iurope Materials

Ireland
Kemek Limited* i

Portugal

Secil-Companhia Geral de Cal e 4104
Cimento, S.A”

Europe Products & Distribution

Products and services

Cominercial explosives

Cement, aggregates, concrete products,
mortar and readymixed concrete

Incorporated and operating in i f

Farope Matorials
Israel

Mashav Initiating and Development v
Limnited

Spain
Corporacién Uniland SA* 25

Europe Products & Distribution

Products and services

Cement

Cement, aggregates, readymixed

concrete and morlar

Belgium

Gefinex Jackon nv )
Germany

Bauking AG b
Jackon Insulation GmbH* L0
Ireland

Williaam Cox Ireland Limited S
Netherlands

Bouwmaterialenhandel de Scheldebv 50
Cementbouw bv* A
Portugal

Modelo Distribuigdo de Materiais B
de Construgio sa*

Americas Materials

XPS insulation

Builders merchants, DIY stores
XPS insulation

Glass constructions, continuous
rooflights and ventilation systems

DIY stores

Cement transport and trading,
readymixed concrete and aggregates

Cash & Carry building inaterials

France
Groupe SAMSE* 2LE6

Americas Materials

Builders merchants, DIY stores

United States

American Cement Company, LLC 30
Bizzack, LLC* 50
Boxley Aggregates of West Virginia, LLG 50
Cadillac Asphalt, LLC* 50
Camden Materials, LLC 50
Scioto Materials, LLC* 50

Cement
Construction
Aggregates
Asphalt
Asphalt
Asphalt

Americas Products & Distribution

United States
Architectural Praducts Choup

Landmark Stone Products, LL.C 50

Veneer stone

United States
Buckeye Ready Mix, LLC*

o
]

Readymixed concrete

* Audited by firms other than Emst & Young

Pursuant to Section 16 of the Companies Act,
1986, a full list of subsidiary, joint venture and
associated undertakings will be annexed to the
Company's Annual Return to be filed in the
Companies Registration Office in Ireland.

+t3 72,



CRH - The International Building Materials Group Page 1 of 1

Home | Stay Informed | Download Library | Site Map | Contacts Search this si

AR TN OLA DVINIGH HIVES I MEWS & MLDIA IR SLSPONSHLNY LED

The International

Building Materials

Group

Welcome to CRH Share Price
Headquartered in Ireland, CRH operates in 32 countries, 04/04/2008 €25.00 -0.10 :

employing approximately 92,000 people, focusing on three closely

related core businesses: Volume traded: 2,590,384
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UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 20-F

(Mark One)
[l REGISTRATION STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 12(b) OR (g) OF THE SECURITIES
EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
OR
ANNUAL REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES
EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
For the fiscal year ended: December 31, 2006
OR
[C] TRANSITION REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES
EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
For the transition period from to
OR
1 SHELL COMPANY REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES
EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
Date of event requiring this shell company report
Commission file number: 0-17630

CRH public limited company

(Exact name of Registrant as specified in its charter)

Republic of Ireland
(Jurisdiction of incorporation or organization)

Belgard Castle, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
(Address of principal executive offices)

Securities registered or to be registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act.

Ordinary Shares/Income Shares of €0.34 each
American Depositary Shares, each representing the right to receive one Ordinary Share

Securities registered or to be registered pursuant to Section 12(g) of the Act. None
Securities for which there is a reporting obligation pursuant to Section 15(d) of the Act. None

Indicate the number of outstanding shares of each of the issuer’s classes of capital or common stock as of the close of the period
covered by the annual report.

Ordinary Shares/Income Shares of €0.34 each * ... ... ... . .. s 542,789,621
5% Cumulative Preference Shares of €1.27 each .. ... ... ... i i i e e 50,000
7% ‘A’ Cumulative Preference Shares of €1.27 each ... ... i i i e 872,000

*  Each Income Share is tied to an Ordinary Share and may only be transferred or otherwise dealt with in conjunction with such Ordinary Share.

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is a well-known seasoned issuer, as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities
Act. Yes No []

If this report is an annual or transition report, indicate by check mark if the registrant is not required to file reports pursuant to
Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, Yes [] No [X

Note—Checking the box above will not relieve any registrant required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 from their obligations under those Sections.

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and
(2) has been subject to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yes No []

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, or a non-accelerated filer. See definition
of “accelerated filer and large accelerated filer” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one): Yes No [
Large accelerated filer Accelerated filer [ Non-accelerated filer [ ]
Indicate by check mark which financial statement item the registrant has elected to follow, Item 17 [] Item 18 [X]

If this is an annual report indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange
Act). Yes [] No




materials are available from a number of suppliers. There is a continued focus on improving bitumen and energy
purchasing and we continue to source the lowest cost alternative energy for use in asphalt production.

Federal, state and local government authority road and infrastructural projects awarded by public bid
represent a significant proportion of work carried out by the Division. The Division also has a broad commercial
base, supplying stone, readymixed concrete and asphalt for industrial, office, shopping mall and private
residential development and refurbishment.

Development strategy

The strategy for Americas Materials is to leverage its existing strong reserve positions near major
metropolitan areas, invest in value-adding organic capital projects and pursue new growth opportunities. The
Division plans to continue its strategy of bolt-on acquisitions to existing market positions and intends to improve
on its excellent environmental and safety records.

New England

*  Further vertical integration of operations in New Hampshire, Maine and Vermont

* Expand readymixed concrete operations

New York/New Jersey

+ Expand New Jersey businesses through bolt-on acquisitions

* Improve bitumen winter-fill capacity

Invest in existing large aggregates facilities to increase capacity and reduce cost

Central

* Continue vertical integration opportunities in Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia through selective
acquisitions

* Seek add-on acquisitions and greenfield opportunities to augment existing strong positions in
Pennsylvania and Delaware

« Continue to develop recent entry into Kentucky and Virginia

West

» Continue to expand vertically integrated positions in the mountain regions with selective add-on
acquisitions

* Develop existing operations in the Northwest, lowa and Minnesota

APAC
* Complete integration process and leverage best practice opportunities
* Develop materials focus of existing APAC operations

* Pursue bolt-on acquisition opportunities across this new development platform

Business Operations in Americas Products & Distribution

The Products & Distribution Division in the Americas operates mainly in the United States with a presence
in Canada and South America. This Division is comprised of two reportable segments, Products and Distribution.

15



Americas Materials had an excellent year achieving significant success in recovering higher energy and
other input costs and delivering a strong improvement in heritage operating income margin for the second
consecutive year. This combined with a record net acquisition spend of €1.1 billion (U.S.$1.4 billion), which
included the purchase of APAC, resulted in record revenue and operating income for the Division.

Bitumen costs increased for the fifth consecutive year, rising 50% despite a very successful winter-fill
program. Energy used at our asphalt plants, consisting of fuel oil, recycled oil and natural gas, had a composite
cost increase of 10%. The cost of diesel fuel and gasoline used to power our mobile fleet increased by 14%.
Against this backdrop, overall prices increased 10% for aggregates, 15% for readymixed concrete and 27% for
asphalt, the product most impacted by input cost increases.

Non-residential demand continued to improve and more than offset the decline in new residential
construction. Overall funding available for highway projects showed a satisfactory improvement on 2005 levels.
"However, as anticipated, with relatively fixed highway budgets, the volume of activity was impacted by the
strong price increases necessary to recover higher input costs and the margin declines experienced in 2003 and
2004. Total volumes, including acquisition effects, increased 10% for aggregates, 20% for readymixed concrete
and 27% for asphalt. Heritage volumes were flat for readymixed concrete, declined 2% for aggregates, and 3%
for asphalt.

The overall 2006 Divisional margin of 9.9% (2005 : 10.4%) reflected the dampening effect of APAC’s
profitable but lower margin business mix combined with once-off APAC integration costs. APAC recorded
revenue of €761 million and operating income of €26 million in the last four months of the year. The operating
margin excluding APAC advanced strongly to 11.2%.

The highlight of the record 2006 development spend was the acquisition in August of APAC for a total
consideration of €1.0 billion (U.S.$1.3 billion). Subsequent selective disposals prior to year-end of non-core
asphalt and highway construction units in line with the re-focusing of APAC’s activities reduced the net outlay to
€0.85 billion (U.S.$1.1 billion). Another notable development occurred in August with the announcement of our
entry into the North American cement market through a joint venture to develop a 1.1 million-ton greenfield
cement plant in central Florida, close to Tampa and Orlando. We also completed 19 other transactions, which
comprised a range of value-adding bolt-on acquisitions and new sector entries in many regional markets across
the Division.

New England

In 2006, New Hampshire and Vermont enjoyed better trading in improving markets. Massachusetts had
another excellent year with solid demand and a positive pricing environment. The states of Maine and
Connecticut both reduced highway spending and higher prices impacted volumes at the municipal and local level
resulting in income declines. In development, we successfully entered the readymixed concrete business in
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine with the acquisition of Bissonette, and trading to date has exceeded
expectations. Overall, income improved.

New York/New Jersey

2 ork/New Jersey businesses had record results reflecting stable demand, real price increases and
mtemdl cost efficiencies. Our large quarries in New York and New Jersey, which service the greater New York
Metro area, improved their operational performance while also concentrating on successful delivery of several
large capital projects. We have commenced a major project to double aggregates production capacity at our key
West Nyack quarry, just north of New York City, which will further enhance our ability to service the New York
Metro market. In Upstate New York, our Albany operations once again incrcased income in good markets.
Recent years have seen significant contraction in the Rochester region with many large local employers
continuing to scale back their activitics. However, 2006 brought some improvement in local demand and our
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Rochester operations reported improved incomc after declines in 2004 and 2005. On the development front, we
significantly expanded our construction debris recycling activities in the New York Metro area with the
acquisition of Bedrock Recycling.

Central

The Central region delivered record results with strong price improvements, contributions from acquisitions
and benefits from its winter-fill program. Our bitumen storage capacity in this region mitigated significant
bitumen cost increases during the busy highway paving season. Michigan continued to suffer in poor public and
private markets. Ohio had a strong year with healthy highway markets and improved pricing especially in
aggregates. Pennsylvania and Delaware continued to improve with internal cost efficiencies and steady markets.
Our Kentucky and West Virginia operations, acquired in 2005, had a satisfactory year, with improved pricing
offsetting lower volumes. In development, we completed five bolt-on acquisitions in Ohio, expanding our
readymixed concrete, aggregates and asphalt operations in what is the Division’s largest individual state ranked
by revenue. In addition, we completed one bolt-on readymixed concrete acquisition in Delaware, and two bolt-on
deals to our Industrial Mineral business.

West

Our West region had another excellent year. Local cconomies remained strong overall with solid
non-residential and highway markets offsetting softening residential demand. Once again, Utah and Idaho saw
significant income gains duc to a better pricing cnvironment in generally buoyant markets for all products. In
Washington, results improved significantly. Qur operations in Wyoming, Montana, South Dakota, Colorado, and
New Mexico had another record year despite increased readymixed concrete competition. Our heritage Iowa
operations suffered income declines as a result of weak residential demand and several new readymixed concrete
entrants in the Des Moines area. Southern Minnesota Construction, the aggregates and asphalt supplier in the
south-central region of the state acquired in 2005, met expectations and provided a platform for further expansion
in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa with three bolt-on acquisitions completed during the year. Six other
bolt-on acquisitions strengthened our existing activities throughout the region.

APAC

APAC represents a major expansion for the Division into new markets in the mid-western and southern U.S.
states and adds a fifth operating region to the Americas Materials Division. It significantly increases our position
as a leading U.S. aggregates and asphalt producer and provides increased exposure to United States infrastructure
spending. With operations in 14 states, this acquisition brings a development platform for future growth. We are
gaining significant synergies through overhead reductions and by shifting the business emphasis from
construction to materials. In this regard, in December we announced six separate disposals of certain APAC
contracting and asphalt activities in Georgia, North and South Carolina, Texas and Virginia.

Although APAC's structurally lower margins (due to higher revenue, lower margin construction revenue)
and integration costs impacted the Division’s overall operating margin in 2006, underlying trading in the
business for our first four months of ownership was in line with expectations. The integration program is on
schedule and we look to a strong performance from APAC in 2007.

Outlook 2007—Americas Materials Division

From an underlying demand viewpoint. our current overall outlook is for stable to slightly declining
volumes for Americas Materials as a whole. Infrastructure is the key end-use for this Division and while funding
for highway projects is forecast to increase further in 2007, volumes and activity levels will continue to be
influenced by input cost movements and associated product pricing trends. Though there are regional variances,
further improvement in non-residential markets is expected to offset residential declines.
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Updates, advisories and surprises - MarketWatch

(2:44 AM ET) LONDON (MarketWatch) — U.K. electrical retailer DSG
International (uk:UK:DSGI: news, chart, profile) said Thursday that it expects
pretax profit for the year to be 40 million pounds ($79.8 million) to 50 million
pounds below market expectations after "disappointing” sales in the run up to
Christmas. The group said total sales in the 11 weeks ended Dec. 29 rose 5%,
but same-store sales for the period fell 1% and comparable gross margin fell 0.3
percentage points due to greater discounting. DSG, which operates stores
including Currys and PC World, said its performances in the U.K., Italy and Spain
were particularly disappointing. The U.K. business saw stronger demand in the
post-Christmas sales, however, driven by promotions on flat panel televisions
and laptop computers.

CRH expects pretax profit to climb to up to $2.8 billion

(2:25 AM ET) LONDON (MarketWatch) — Irish building matenals group CRH
(CRH: 39.29, -0.68, -1.7%) (uk:UK:CRH: news, chart, profile) said 2007 pretax
profit will be "close" to 1.9 billion euros ($2.8 billion), a "high-teens" percentage
rise and its fifteenth consecutive year of profit growth. Analysts polled by
Thomson Financial expected eamings of 1.82 billion euros this year, followed by
6% growth next year. It's spent a total of 1.2 billion euros in acquisition during the
second half. The phased reduction in dividend cover to a targeted 3.5 times for
the 2008 financial year continues, but it will buy back up to 5% of its shares
under a new program. Though it forecasts slower economic growth next year, a
strong dynamic in Central and Eastern European countries together with
moderate progress expected in the broader euro zone will help lift profit in 2008,
and it expects a steady comparable performance in U.S. profitability as non-
residential and infrastructure businesses offset residential.

Next sees profit ahead of expectations, cautious on 2008

(2:18 AM ET) LONDON (MarketWatch) — U.K. clothing retailer Next Plc
(uk:UK:NXT: news, chart, profile) said Thursday that it expects annual profit for
the group to be slightly ahead of market expectations after tight cost controls
helped it overcome worsening market conditions. Next said it expects pretax
profit in the region of 492 million pounds ($982 million) to 502 million pounds,
adding that earmnings per share will also be helped by a lower tax rate. Sales in
December rose 0.3% due to growth from its online and catalogue arm. Same-
store sales fell 3.2%, in line with guidance it gave in the summer. Next said it
remains "extremely cautious" about 2008 as customers' finances are likely to
become more stretched and added it isn't forecasting a return to same-store
sales growth in 2008. &

Comments

There are 0 comments

http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/updates-advisories-surprises/story.aspx?guid=%7...
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CRH acquires major New Jersey quarry operation

CRH pic, the international building materials group, announces the purchase by
the Oldcastle Materials Group of the assets of Mount Hope Rock Products for a
cash consideration, including debt assumed, of US$138 milifon (euro 153.8
million) plus deferred consideration with a net present cost of US$6 million
(euro 6.7 million) payable over a period of three years. No goodwill arises on
the transaction.

Mount Hope is an integrated aggregates, asphalt and paving company
operating in the northern New Jersey and New York City markets. In the year
to March 2001 the company produced 4.1 milfion tons of aggregates and 1.4
million tons of asphatt. Its main location is the major Mount Hope granite
quarry at Wharton, New Jersey strategically located some 25 miles west of New
York City. Permitted reserves at this quarry amount to over 300 million tons.

In the year to March, 2001 Mount Hope sales amounted to US$105 million, on
which adjusted EBITDA (profit before interest, tax, depreciation and goodwill
amortisation) of US$19 million was reported. Adjusted trading profits (EBIT),

after depreciation of US$6 million, amounted to US$13 million.
—

Post-acquisition, Mount Hope will be integrated into our existing Tilcon New
York operation, which serves the New York Metropolitan market, southern New
York state and New Jersey. The acquisition is an excellent fit with Tilcon’s Dell

and Millington operations in central and northern New Jersey which were
acquired in mid-1999, and it significantly strengthens the Group’s market and
reserves position in this heavily populated region.

Commenting on the acquisition, Tom Hill, Chief Executive Officer of Oldcastle
Materials Group, said:

“The acquisition of this well equipped, strategically located quarry with
substantia/ long term reserves, further enhances our position in the important
New Jersey and New York City markets, where good demand prospects are
underpinned by strong highway programmes, The combination of Mount Hope
with our existing operations in the reglon provides excellent short-term
opportunities to achieve greater efficiencies in purchasing, production and
transport. ”

http://www .crh.ie/crhcorp/media/press/2001/2001-04-30/ 4/1/2008
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Metro Business; Irish Company Expands

Two New Jersey companies, Millington Quarry Inc. of Millington and Dell Contractors Inc. of Paterson,
have been bought by CRH P.L.C. of Dublin, Europe's third-largest building materials company. CRH
paid $123 million in cash for the companies, extending its push into the United States market.

CRH said the total costs of the acquisition will rise to $146 million, including costs for disposing of
some assets. Millington Quarry and Dell, which does road work, had combined 1998 sales of $149
million and combined operating profits of $18 million, CRH said.

CRH's Oldcastle unit in the United States is expanding amid sluggish economic growth in Europe, and
amid expectations that the United States construction market will continue to boom as the Federal
Government plans to spend about $180 billion on roads within six years.

Tom Hill, president of Oldcastle, said CRH will integrate the purchases into its current businesses in the
region to reduce costs. About half of CRH's annual sales are in the United States market, it has said.

CRH acquired Tilcon Inc. in New Britain, Conn., in 1996 and New York Trap Rock in New Hamburg
and West Nyack, N.Y., in 1997.

 Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Correctlons | XMLJ l | Con
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Metro Business; Irish Company Expands

Two New Jersey companies, Millington Quarry Inc. of Millington and Dell Contractors Inc. of Paterson,
have been bought by CRH P.L.C. of Dublin, Europe's third-largest building materials company. CRH
paid $123 million in cash for the companies, extending its push into the United States market.

CRH said the total costs of the acquisition will rise to $146 million, including costs for disposing of
some assets. Millington Quarry and Dell, which does road work, had combined 1998 sales of $149
million and combined operating profits of $18 million, CRH said.

CRH's Oldcastle unit in the United States is expanding amid sluggish economic growth in Europe, and
amid expectations that the United States construction market will continue to boom as the Federal
Government plans to spend about $180 billion on roads within six years.

Tom Hill, president of Oldcastle, said CRH will integrate the purchases into its current businesses in the
region to reduce costs. About half of CRH's annual sales are in the United States market, it has said.

CRH acquired Tilcon Inc. in New Britain, Conn., in 1996 and New York Trap Rock in New Hamburg
and West Nyack, N.Y., in 1997.
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In the year to March, 2001 Mount Hope sales amounted to US$105 million, on
which adjusted EBITDA (profit before interest, tax, depreciation and goodwill
amortisation) of US$19 million was reported. Adjusted trading profits (EBIT),
after depreciation of US$6 million, amounted to US$13 million.
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Post-acquisition, Mount Hope will be integrated into our existing Tilcon New
York operation, which serves the New York Metropolitan market, southern New
York state and New Jersey. The acquisition is an excellent fit with Tilcon’s Dell

' % and Millington operations in central and northern New Jersey which were
= acquired in mid-1999, and it significantly strengthens the Group’s market and

& reserves position in this heavily populated region.
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Commenting on the acquisition, Tom Hill, Chief Executive Qfficer of Oldcastle
Materials Group, said:

“The acquisition of this well equipped, strategically located quarry with

. substantial long term reserves, further enhances our position in the important
'; New Jersey and New York City markets, where good demand prospects are

: underpinned by strong highway programimes. The combination of Mount Hope
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