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	1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920

Phone:  908-204-3001; Fax:  908-204-3015; Website:  www.bernards.org


Resolution #080303
Authorizing Removal and Transfer of Ownership of the Barn Located on Township Property

Gerhard/McCollum Farm – Block 4301, Lot 51 (f/k/a Block 104, Lot 10)
By and To William and Carolyn Knox, 264 Whitenack Road, Basking Ridge, NJ
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance #1978 adopted on September 25, 2007, and Resolution #070432 adopted on August 28, 2007, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards authorized acquisition from Michael Gronau, property known as 264 Whitenack Road, Block 4301, Lot 51 (f/k/a Lot 10 in Block 104) on the Tax Map of Bernards Township “the property” for Open Space and Related Purposes as Authorized by Chapter XXVII of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township Bernards; and

WHEREAS, the subject property contains a dwelling and other out-buildings, which improvements are deemed to contribute little monetary value to the property and are considered to be an under improvement of the subject property as acknowledged by the Township Committee upon adoption of Resolution #070489 on November 27, 2007; and

WHEREAS, further pursuant to Resolution #070489 the committee agreed to:

Once closing has occurred on the contract of sale, the township committee directs the administrator to proceed in a manner he deems appropriate as follows:

1. Allow the Historical Society to comb the property for historical artifacts prior to removal of the structures, with any significant findings being accessioned to them by the township for historical preservation.
2. Offer for sale any salvageable materials on the property.

3. Remove all structures on the property.

4. Maintain the property as passive open space recreation.

WHEREAS,  William and Carolyn Knox, 415 Mountain Road, Basking Ridge, requested they be permitted to remove and relocate the barn to their property at 415 Mountain Road, Basking Ridge at no cost; and

WHEREAS,  in appreciation for the Township Committee’s cooperation, and to show their approval of the town’s actions in saving the English Farm, the Knoxes will donate $2500 to the Bernards Township Open Space Fund; and

WHEREAS, Pat Monaco, the Bernards Township Public Works Director has reported that the cost for the township to demolish, remove and dispose of the barn from the property, including removal of asbestos would cost the township in excess of $2500 and outweighs any cost a sale would generate.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that we do hereby authorize removal and transfer of ownership of the barn to the Knoxes with the following conditions:

1. Every contractor of the Knoxes going on the property must comply with the Township’s Joint Insurance Fund/Municipal Excess Liability insurance requirements as outlined in Exhibit 1 attached

2. The Knoxes must obtain construction permits as necessary for the re-erection of the structures at the new location, if their variance application is approved by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

3. Any well and/or septic systems connected to the building must be abandoned per the applicable health codes.
4. The Knoxes must utilize a contractor licensed to remove asbestos and the certificate and other required documents must be supplied and approved by the Township Engineer prior to commencement of asbestos removal.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that release of the barn to the Knoxes in no way shall influence the decision of the Zoning Board of Adjustment regarding their variance application to erect the barn on their property at 415 Mountain Road, Basking Ridge, NJ.

Agenda and Date Voted:
07/15/2008

	CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Bernards Township Committee on 07/15/2008.

                              Denise Szabo, Municipal Clerk
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