
 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2020-0161 

Authorizing Submission by the Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead of an 

Application for Project Authorization Under the New Jersey Historic Places Act to the New 

Jersey Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for preservation work funded under the 2018 

Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant in the amount of $197,802 to improve the overall 

usability, accessibility and safety of the Farmstead by 1) Adding a reinforced cement slab and 

incoming electrical service to the Cow Shed; 2) Creating a terrace over the original Dairy Barn 

foundation; 3) Improving safety and accessibility enhancements with 2 ADA compliant parking 

spaces, a walkway from the ADA compliant parking spaces and between the English Barn and 

Cow Shed, and a proper egress (door) in the Cow Shed 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards acquired the Kennedy-

Martin-Stelle Farmstead as part of an open space acquisition; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards recognizes the historical 

significance of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead and believes it prudent to preserve; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead is a community landmark that reflects the rich 

heritage of Bernards Township; and  

 

WHEREAS, Bernards Township acquired the property with municipal open space funds in 1999; 

in 2001 appointed a task force to preserve the Farmstead; and undertook successful preservation 

grant requests totaling $839,657; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has entrusted the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle 

Farmstead to be stewards of the Farmstead Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the mission of the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead to preserve 

and operate the Farmstead, which is listed on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic 

Places, as Farmstead Arts, a non-profit center for fine, performing and practical arts; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead undertook successful 

preservation grant requests including twelve Somerset County Historic Preservation Grants 

totaling $1,506,777, two Garden State Preservation Trust Grants totaling $616,393, and a 1772 

Foundation Grant for $11,500, and successfully managed the use of these grants; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 24, 2018, Bernards Township authorized the submission of by the Friends 

of KMS Farmstead to the Somerset County Cultural and Heritage Commission of an Historic 

Preservation Grant in the amount of $245,400 to improve the overall usability, accessibility and 

safety of  the Farmstead by 1) Adding a reinforced cement slab and incoming electrical service to 



the Cow Shed; 2) Creating a usable space, such as a terrace, over the original Dairy Barn 

foundation; 3) Improving safety and accessibility enhancements with 2 ADA compliant parking 

spaces; a walkway from the ADA compliant parking spaces and between the English Barn and 

Cow Shed and a proper egress (door) in the Cow Shed (the 2018 Grant); and  

  

WHEREAS, in October 2018, Somerset County awarded the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-

Stelle Farmstead the 2018 Grant in the amount of $197,802 from the Somerset County Historic 

Preservation Grant program for the purposes stated above; and  

 

WHEREAS, in early spring 2019, as the Friends were preparing to commence the project,  

Michele and John Catapano and Patrice and Tom Whitehouse, who are neighbors adjacent to 

Farmstead property, (“the neighbors”) expressed concern about required ADA parking to the 

Friends and to the Township; and  

 

WHEREAS, in response, Township Engineer Thomas Timko expressed a need for a 

comprehensive site plan for the KMS property; and  

 

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2019, at the request of the Friends,  the Township Committee authorized 

a resolution to amend the lease to allow engineering staff to provide consulting services for a 

limited time and purpose to address the immediate and future needs on the Farmstead property and 

by resolution on May 28, 2019,  directed the Township Engineer to prepare a conceptual site plan 

(the “concept plan”) for the Farmstead property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer created several draft concepts incorporating comments from 

the Friends, the neighbors, Township Committee Liaisons, Somerset County Historic Preservation 

Grant manager and the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office after multiple meetings; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead believe it is imperative to start 

the work on the 2018 Grant as soon as possible to improve the overall usability, accessibility and 

safety of  the Farmstead, to have construction completed prior to the 10th anniversary celebration 

fund raiser scheduled for October 3, 2020 and to avoid having the County request return of the 

grant funds pursuant to Article XI Section D of the SCHG Program application guidelines 

which requires that “all project funded under the program must be completed within two 

years of appropriation of grant funds” (October 2020).  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards, that it does hereby authorize the Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead to 

submit an Application for Project Authorization Under the New Jersey Historic Places Act to the 

New Jersey Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for preservation work funded under the 2018 

Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant and authorizes the Friends to commence work on 

the 2018 grant project upon approval by SHPO; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards, that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk hereby authorize the Friends to submit 

an Application for Project Authorization Under the New Jersey Historic Places Act to the New 

Jersey Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  
 



Agenda Date and Vote: 03/10/2020 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/10/2020 

 

 

                              Rhonda Pisano, Municipal Clerk 

 


