VIl. PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN DRAFT

INTRODUCTION

The recommendations contained in this Parks and Recreation Plan Element are the
result of an extensive planningprocess involving the Planning Board andhe
Bernards Township Parks and Recreation Department~ollowing the review and
analysis of the information provided by the Parks and Recreation Department, the
Board examined a series of planning considerations relating to needs and
opportunities for recreation and open space in the Township. This discussion and
public input led to the findings and recommendations that constitute this plan.

eation Master Plan
ich was preceded by the

The Township of Bernards last updated its Parks a
Element during the 2003 Master Plan Reexaminatio
1996 Master Plan.

A

In this element, the Planning Board
identified existing recreation and |,
open space facility needs, and
developed strategies and |
implementation plans to increase | °
these opportunities in Berna
Township. Furthermore, the Boa
identified all public, quastpublic
and private lands that povide
recreational and pE space

I QdD 1 OO0 | A Bernards Township contains a wide array ¢
residents. ‘ goals - active and passive recreatioacilities,
including Dunham Park, pictured here.

This element of the Master Plan was prepared in accordance with the Municipal
Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:528b:

(7.) A recreation plan element showing a comprehensive system of areas and
public sites for recreation.
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VIl. PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN DRAFT

GOALS AD OBJECTIVES

The following goals and objectives for parks and recreation outline a consistent
vision to provide Bernards' residents with adequate activeand passiverecreation
facilities and to protect and enhance the natural and rural environmenin an
environmentally conscious manner
1. To provide a wide range of recreational facilities to th
future needs of the Township for all age groups.
2. To expand upon the broad range of cultural
recreation programs and &cilities.
3. To establish linkages of public spaces through e, development and
maintenance of greenways, greenbelts, nd bikeways and
provide non-OAEEAOI AO AA 41 x1T OEEPGO 1
and commerce centes.
4. To encourage creative recreation
opportunities for all age groups
5. To continue to evaluate, ma neighborhood recreational
facilities.

eet the present and

provided by township

process.
7. To encourage th [ ‘ ith éxceptional recreational or scenic
value, or env nsitivity, atjall levels of government, with priority

nt and future demand for active and
public acquisitions, private donations,

and passive recreational uses before being accepted.
tally sensitive land in our parks from development,
am corridors forests and critcal wildlife habitat.

alternative faci .
11.To maintain parks, recreation and open space areas using best management
practices for the protection and conservation of natural resurces and

maintenance of critical habitat.
12.To update the existing maps of parks and greenways.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The Parks and RecreatiorDepartment is constantly evaluating the needs of the
residents. During the past two decades, the Township hadexperienced rapid
residential growth; however that growth has remarkably declined. According to
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VIl. PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN DRAFT

Township demographer William Draper Sc.D, P.E.Bernards Township had a July
2009 population of 27,942 people occupying roughly 108313 housing units, roughly
approximating the peak population of 28,000 forecast for 2010 * A O1 Apoak O 6
population is expected to increase to approximately 28,000 persona 2010.

A 2004 survey of Township residents indicated a demand for expanded cultural arts
programming in the form of art, music, dance and theaterCurrently the Township
provides art classes for senior citizens, wood carving art on display at Dunham Park
and summer special events including outdoor concerts, family films arflays in the
Park. As the Department & Parks and Recreation continues @ expand cultural arts
programming in existing facilities, it should also explore t ibility of
programming in new or alternative facilities.

According to the Bernards Township Departm nd Recreation, the
Township has experierted steady growth si i articipation of

programs and leagues sponsored and supported by the Depa This trend
indicates that the residents of Bernards sted in the
leisure time activities that are awailable to the e completiopt of Mountain

Park in 2006, with its four baseball fields a our soccer/football fieldsthe
41 x1 OE Esing ahlefic@acilities finally meet théhactive recreationalneeds of
the current population. Atthe sa 1 \ cquired several open
""" AOAAG AT A ObBI AA,

opportunities and faci C e high quality of life experienced in the

Township [ e existing facilities are recommended as

ion Plan Element, including the redesign of existing

d environmental sustainability and maintain the

nship residents.In addition the township should

pathways connecting parks to residents. A prime focus

should be on ility promotonzE8 A8 OCAO OEA woieiPaksA O OE
ent should continue to adapt and creatively provide

activities and oppe@rtunities for the residents. In addition the Township should

explore the option©f a skateboard park facility.

In the past, towns have relied on the New Jersey Balanced Land Use Concegtthe

. AOETTAT O0AOE AT A 2AAOAAOQEIT ! OO1I AEAGET T j
determine open space and recreational needs. The land use method recognizes that

land is a finite resource and sets its goals in perpetuity, while the NRPA method uses

a standard based on current or forecasted population. It should be noted that these

methods provide minimum guidelines. As New Jersey continues to become more

densely populated, open space and parks are more highly prized. Thus, when we

evaluate parks aml open space for its sufficiency, more is definitely better.
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As shown in Table Vip h OEA 3 O0A0A30 " Al AT AAA |, AT A 50A
allocate 3% of all developed and developable land, less County, State, and privately
protected and environmentally sensitive land, to municipal open space. In th003
Master Plan Reexanmation Report a deficit of 53.28 acres of parkland was
calculated for the Township. In 2009 the calculations show a surplus over the
minimum standards of approximately 211 acres.O Be Economic Benefits of Open
3DbAAAG AAAT OAET ¢ O OEA 400060 &I O 0O0AI
DPAOEO AT A 1T PAT OPAAA EAO AAAT I A OQAn I
important way to attract businesses and residents by guaranteeing both quali of

life and economic health,

>)—

Studies from across the nation have shown a high gorfelation between open
space and community desirability . " AOT AOAOS
in part from the amount, types and locations

workplace. Availability of quality educatidn
far behind comes recreation, along with ¢
AT 6GeEOl 11 A1 Os8 001 GEI

TABLE VII-1 BAL

ips itutions aAd a safgaN o )
Oi 1T PAT OPAAA EO OA-ZA
PT

Total Land in Township

Vacant

Developed 15,133 acres
County Lands ,300 acres
Federal Lands 297 acres

750 acres
(2,347 acres)

Environmeé

12,786 acres
384 acres

minimum requirements of the BLUCindicates a211-acre surplus of parkland in the
Township (See Table V). Along with this ample supply of recreation land,
creative recreation programming should be provided, with activities and
opportunities for all age groups.

TABLE VII-2 TOWNSHIPACTIVEPARKLAND ACREAGE INENTORY

Facility Acreage BLUC Acreage
Southard Park 13.92 13.92
War Memorial Complex 14.63 14.63
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B&B Little League Complex 23.7 23.7
Pleasant Valley Park 103.66 103.66
Liberty Corner Tennis Courts 0.55 0.55
Astor Athletic Fields 4.00 4.00
Rebel HillPark 10.42 9.42
Community Center 1.08 1.08
Washington Ave Athletic Field 1.87 1.87
Dunham Park 69.5 30.0
Dewy Meadow Athletic Field 4.85 4.85
Allen Street Gazebo 1.74 1.74
Schmidt Park 2.5
Pine Hill 6.5

Farmstead Park 32.03
Brown Property
Grove Road Park
Mountain Park
Whitenack Woods
McCullom Farm
Sons of Liberty Farm
Total Acreage

BLUC Minimum Recreatio

Acreage Over Minimum

4EA . 20!

5 size, servige gea and population served. Table VI
g j"AOT AOA x1 OEE®P 2AAOAAOEIT AT &AAEI EOU
other com iy, recrea the NRPAstandard for a population of

28,000.

Bernards Board of Private  Community NRPA
ACTIVITY Township  Education Total Standard
Amphitheater 0 1 2 N/A
Basketball 15 3 6.5 12
Golf Course g 0 2 2.5 N/A
Ice Skating 2 0 0 2 N/A
Paddle Courts 4 0 0 4 5
Picnic Shelter 4 0 1 4 N/A
Playground 4 4 5 13 25
Pool 1 0 9 10 2
Tennis Courts 12 2 37 53 14
Volleyball 3 3 0 6 5
Community 1 0 1 2 1
Center
Disc Golf 1 0 0 1 N/A
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VIl. PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN DRAFT

Bocce Court 2 0 0 1 N/A
Shuffle Board 1 0 0 2 N/A
Horseshoe 1 0 0 1 N/A
Roller Rink 1 0 1 2 N/A
Indoor 2 0 3 5 N/A
Pavilion

Dog Run 1 0 0 1 N/A
Skateboard 0 0 0 0 N/A
Park

Performing 0 0 0 0 N/A
Arts Center

BALL FIELDS

Multi - 17 6 5

purpose*

Baseball 3 2 0

Softball 16 5 1

* Multi-purpose fields include use for soccer, |

In June 2001, the Bernards Township Parks reation Department conducted
a town-wide survey focusing on al needs. The survey sought
information on the types of facilit
Township collected these surveys to assist in planning for
future programs/services and leisure . The top four results of

level of facility mai > isitig” of open space, the linkage of
neighborhoods, pa : perce centers via bike/walking paths, and

fered by the Township

|

include floor ho oftball, basketball, summer| .

camps, tennis I|gSsons, therapeutic ecreation “"’“w“‘"‘”“"mp'
programs and special events. Local Youth Sportf o o o
Organizations utilize Township athletic fields andf =

facilities and provide football, soccer, lacrosse, field
hockey and baseball programsin addition to these
sports, studentsA O " A OT A Oda®GartidpAte&
in a wide variety of interscholastic sports

Township facilitiesupport
youth and adult recreation
programs such as this soccer
field in Dunham Park.

4EA 47 x1 OEEDPSO AADI O OAyogalakronies, ariiclassdd @id C OAT O

tennis as well as a monthly schedule of trips for active older adults. While
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"AOT AOAO AT A Ol réetationtpiograinks an Téwhship fields, ad hoc use
of active recreation facilities is increasingly accommodated in the Township. To
assure continuing high quality of these facilities field conditions should be
monitored.

It should be noted that high é&mand for playing fields can result in damage to turf
surfaces and related safety hazards. A schedule of resting periods for these facilities
can help to assure that these fields are maintained in safe condition and ready for

play.

INVENTORY
This plan includes an inventory of public, quasptbli d private land that
DOl OEAAO OAAOAAOQETTAI ' Ol EOEAO &I O " A

inventory identifies the size, location, owners

Bernards Township has approximatly
However, Somerset County Park@nmission
The Township owns and maintains over430 s of active public parks and
recreational facilities, which prowi
“AOT AOAOS OA O EIAL

War Memorial Field (South Maple Avéz 17.683 acres

1 horseshoe pit

1 baseball field
2 soccer fields
1 softball field
1 dog run

B & B Little League Complex ,Valley Rogd®3.70 acres
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4 Little League fields

pond and ice skating area

utility building, comfort station
Storage building with comfort station
Batting cage

Liberty Corner Tennis Courts, Church Street; 0.543 acres
e 2 tennis courts

Pleasant Valley ParkValley Road- 103.66 acres
1 baseball field

3 softball fields

4 multi -purpose fields

8 all weather tennis courts

4 paddle tennis courts (lighted)
1 sand volleylall court
1 basketball court with six bas
walking/bicycle/fitness trail ; 1.5 ith fitness cluster
1 barrier free playgreund/tot lot
pond and pond shelté
amphitheater

indoor meeting room/wa
2 picnic shelters

6 O AT A handing &éa&r@ redtroms
ouse, pump house

Astor Fields,Municipal Building, Collyer Lanez 4.0 acres
e 3 multi-purposefields

e 1 practicefield

Rebel Hill Park Fairview Drive 7 10.42 acres
e Barrier free playground/tot lot
e 1 softball field/combo
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e 2 all weather tennis courts

Community Center, 289 South Maple Avenué.08 acres
e activity room for groups up to 35

e recreation room for groups up to 50

CET COT 1 ' OA8 " AOEE4A0QcresEACA &EOAIT AT 6
e 1 Little League/softball field/combo soccer field

7A0

Dunham Park.Somerville Road/Liberty Corner Road69.5 a

1 baseballfield

1 multipurpose field

p ITEITA wybé xEAA DA

0.8 mile wood chip nature path

roller hockey rink

2 barrier free playgrounds

picnic shelter

indoor pavilion with comfort statio

9 hole disc golf course

sand volleyball court

Dewy Meadow Acres, King George
e 1 multi-purpose field

Coakley Russo Golf Course, Valley Road, Owned by VAlitéd Center, leased to
Bernards Township
e 9 hole golf course
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PASSIVE RECREATION AREAS

As a complement to the active recreation areas, Bernards Townshogns
and maintains 1162acres of passive open space dedicated to walking and hiking
trails or places to just relaxThe main areas are as follows:

Allen Street Gazebo, 1.74 Acres
e A colonial gazebo

Schmidt Park: Pond Hill Road 15.56 acres
e The restoration of this property resulted in the rees
system, identification of the local fauna and flora
the establishment of vistas of the Passaic Riv
property. The restoration is a continuing Ea
Troops.

ment of the trail
melearing oftrees for
general cleaning of the
oject for local Scout

Basking Ridge Park, 9.28cxes
e Forested open space

Dead River Trail490.696 acres
e 2 Y mile river trail

Whitenack Woods: Whitenack Road, ( . Annin Road85.18 acres
e Hiking paths

McCollum Farm: W

UNDEVELOPED IPAL LAND (SUITABLE FOR RECREATION)

1. Pine Hill Teact 10.22 Acres, Haas Rl
2. Brown Property: 5 Acres, East Ash Street
3. Farmstead Parkz 32 acres, King George Rodeuture DevelopmentPotential

Proposed Uses for Farmstead Park (32 acre tract)
e 1 Multipurpose Field (Existing - This will be the only activerecreation
field.)
e Fishing & bird watching
Walking Path/sitting areas throughout and dong PassaidRiver
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Bike Path within park parallel to King George Road
Canoe Landing
Ice Skating
Picnic Area(s)
e Additional Parking area along southern border.
Proposed Restrictions:
¢ No sportslighting
e No permanent structures such as bleachers or field houses, backstops
for baseball, or goal posts for football.

OTHER ACTIVE RECREATION FACILITIES

In addition to Township-owned facilities Bernards T idents have access
to recreational facilities owned by the Bernards [ f Education, and
OEA &EOAI AT80 &EAI A \
provide additional recreational space in th
complete survey and locatn of open spaCe
Township).

¢ pnd EECE

e 3 soccer fields

e 1 Little League/softball field
e 2indoor gym

e 1 auditorium

e 3 sand volleyball courts

Oak Street School (Oak Street
e 1 basketball court
e 1 soccer field
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e 2 playgrounds
¢ 1 indoor gym/adjustable height baskets
e 1 auditorium

Ridge High School (S. Finley Aven)ie

1 ¥4 mile running track, with lights

1 artificial t urf football field, with lights
1 softball field

1 field hockey field
practice football fields
4 indoors gyms

1 wrestling room

1 weight room

1 auditorium

South Maple Aveue Varsity Field plex (SdMaple
e 1 baseball field

1 softball field

1 soccerfield

1% court size basketha

1 batting cage

County Park [ ned, Private Schools, Non -profit Organizations and
Other Govern ' [

)yl AAAEOEITT O OEA 41 x1 OEEDPGEO DPAOEOh OEA OAZ
over 2,000 acresof county, state or privately held open space and recreational land.

Somerset County alone owns over 800 hundred acres along the Passaic River,
representing the largest single public land holding in the Township. The County

Parks offer an abundance of M-intensity recreational opportunities, including

fishing, hiking and nature study and provide additional opportunities for recreation

Oi T AAO OEA TAAAO 1T &£ OEA 41 x1 OEEDPSO A@bAl AEI
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The following parcels are owned and maintained by private, an-profit or other
public entities and provide additional recreational opportunities for many
Township residents. With a shortfall of Townshipowned recreational sites, the
availability of these public, semipublic and private properties is indispensablein

meeting the needs of the citizenry.

YMCA (Mt. Airy Road)
25 yard, 6lane swimming pool
Second swimming pool
indoor gym

gymnastic facilities

exercise room/fitness center

1 outdoor basketball court
playground area/tot lot
outdoor pavilion/picnic area
1 baseball field

The Albrook School (Somerville Roa
e Outdoor swimming
playground

softball field/soccer field
1 gymnasium/auditorium

Lord Stirling School (Lord Stirling Roadl
e swimming pool
e open field (no regulation size facilities)

Bonnie Brae School (Valley Road

facilities)

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 2010 MASTER PLAN UPDATE
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e 1indoor gym
e 1 baseball field
e 1 soccer/football/rugby field

Lord Stirling County Park
Environmental Education Center
o Developed Natural Area

600 Total acres; 10 Developed acres:
Outdoor Theatre

Unpaved Trails- 8.5 miles

Fishing Pond

Visitor center, gift shop, cross cou

Lord Stirling Stables
e Special e Park

325 Total acres

15 Developed acres
Outdoor Facilities
Horse Trailsz 14
Dog Park- 0.5 acre
Equestrian support f es, | ding ring, barns, stalls,

N~~~

1 Softball field
Privately -owned Recreational Facilities in Multi -Family Developments

The Barons (132units)
e 2 tennis courts
¢ 1 swimming pool

The Cedars (526 units)
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e 4 tennis courts
e 1 swimming pool

Crown Court (96 units)
e 1 tennis court

Countryside (150 units)
e 2 tennis courts
e 1 swimming pool

Lord Stirling Village (175 units)
e 2 tennis courts
e 1 swimming pool

Maple Run (64 units)
e 2 tennis courts

The Ridge (104 units)
e 2 tennis courts

Society Hill (830 units)
e 8 tennis courts
1 swimming pool

Additional Corporate -owned Recreation Facilities

The Township should explore all opportunities with current and future owners of
the following properties to potentially make these facilities available to its residents.

Verizon Center Basking Ridge

e jogging trail

e cardiovascular exercise machine room
¢ aerobics facility
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o 2 softball fields

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 2010 MASTER PLAN UPDATE
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RESOURCE ASSESSMENT

An assessment of public and private land and water resources, whiblave potential
for providing open space or recreation opportunities has been compiled by the
Planning Board. The resource assessment provides valuable information regarding
opportunities to create linear open space and recreational facilities, includingdils,
bicycle paths or greenways and identifies areas where preservation is critical to
protect valuable natural resources and ecosystems.

/ITA T £ OEA 1T AEAAOEOAO T £ OQEEO bPI Al EO
the purchase and developmen of greenways, greenbe aterways, paths and
bikeways and provide nonrOAEEAOI AO AAAAOO O OEA
parks, schools public transportation
AT A AT T 1T AOAA AAT OA}
should continue to explore and develop |
new opportunities for linear open
space, trails and system linkages. Th

Circulation
implementing a

Bikeways and greenways can establish
linkages between open space and
recreational facilities.

S many #aluable natural resources and important habitats
that will be Ily from conservation efforts. The benefits of acquiring
ar beyond creating additional recreational facilities. Safeguarding
viability of ecosystems that support the high quality of life
that residents associate with living in Bernards Township. Protecting
interconnected fofests, wetlands, edge habitats, stream corridors and other
environmentally sensitive areas creates an overall healthy environment. An
analysis of these areas and their potential to provide recreational benefits are
discussed in the Conservation and Open Space Plan.

open space en

Somerset County Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 2000

This Parks and Recreation Plan Element provides a means for Bernards Township to
ensure that an appropriate balance of recreational opportunities are available to
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Township residents and future generations. Expanding the scope of a parks and
recreation plan beymnd the political boundaries to include the County facilities,
increases recreational opportunities for Bernards residents and helps guide policies
that reflect the larger objectives in the County plan. This section reflects the policies
adopted by the Couaty Plan with emphasis on areas in and around Bernards
Township.

County Goals and Objectives

Somerset County recently revised the goals and objectivesget forth in the Somerset
County Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master gPlan™~of 1994 in order to
reevaluate the previous goals and make changes a ditions where necessary.
The following is a summary of the current goal jectives from Somerset

County Parks, Recreation and Open Space Mas

lefinedsacorridors of private and public recreation lands
kages between open spaces. Greenways protect natural
gvelopment impacts on steep slopes, floodplains and scenic
natural areas. Greemways also maintain wilde corridors and protect the nesting,
breeding and feeding areas of numerous wildlife species, some of which have been
classified as "endangered"” or "threatened.”

vegetation and

The Somerset County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan includes
greenways as pat of its program to provide linkages of open spaces, and provides
the following discussion in the section on County Initiatives:

"Linkages - The County is actively planning linear corridors to serve
as linkages between open space areas. These linkagesl wary in
accessibility and use in providing contiguous open space,
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conservation areas, and recreational opportunities. They will be
created through such mechanisms as greenways planning,
conservation easement programs, stream corridor preservation and
abandoned rail conversion."

311 AOOAO #1 061 OU DOIT PT OAO sOAIOCEOD O UBN CEICEADER 1T
pchnmnn AAOAOS 4AEAOA AOAAO ET Al OAA Al AAAEOQE
ensure the integrity of the Passaic River watershed of the Gre&wamp National

Wildlife Refuge and to increase the opportunities for public recreatlon experiences

ET OEEO AOAA 1T &£ OEA #1010 8 . AAOI U onmn A,
Mountain Greenway are also targeted for purchase by th

State Development and Redevelopment Plan (SDR

The 2001 State Development and Redevel [ statewide goals,
strategies, and policies which places a hi iori nd conserving
natural resources and open space rtance of
environmental resources as valuable com ' essential to
sustaining the health and existence of ecosyste Water, air and soil are no longer

viewed as separate resources, a larger system involgn

watersheds, ecosystem regions, The following
section describes in more detail the an for regions within the
Township.

Statewide Policyz Ope i ands

The SDRP include ici igned to improve the planning and
coordination o [ A of government. Policy number 12: Open

| T CEAAI AEOAOOEOU OEOI OCE

for the protegtion of wildlife habitat, critical slope areas, water
resources, qngl for the pr\ovisi~on\ of a}dgqyateA pgplic access to a )
OAOEAOU 1T & OAAOAAQEIT T AT 1 bbbl O0O0O1 EOEAOS8SG

The "State Development and Redevelopment Plan (SDRP)" also highlighted
greenways as an important component in thestate's open space and
recreation planning policies. The SDRP contains the following policy on
greenways:

sreenway/Blueway Public OperSpace Linkages
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Through the cooperation of State, regional and local governments,
prepare and implement a comprehensie, statewide plan for a
network of open-space corridors (greenways) and waterway
corridors (blueways) that link recreational and openspace land by
way of corridors, paths, river and stream corridors, migratory routes,
hiking and biking trails, beaches, abndoned railroad rights-of-way,
scenic trails and outlooks, historic areas and other resources and
public open spaces.”

Greenways are an important goal for the County and th ate. Greenways provide
open space links to various natural areas throu t &v Jersey. County
greenways in Bernards would follow the 2d Ridge along the
southwestern border of the Township and portio ic River. The County
Plan also encourages local committees to & throughout their
municipalities.

LOCAL GREENWAYS

The Township should work in
Township Greenways Advisory Co
Committee to develop a greenwa nship. The plan should
incorporate OE A 0 ARQOAE A AT A $AAA 2EOAO AlTT1C
potential conservatie i easements can be pursued to establish a

ounty, the Bernards
ds Township Open Space

f ays Advisory Committee and Open Space
Al/CT EUAA OEAO T ATU 1T &£ OEA 417 x
0 nearby schools, businesses and recreational areas. Its
and op, ortunities for walking and biking throughout the Township
{ se. These linear open spaces can also provide valuable
buffers between land uses of differing intensity. The Township has identifiedaths
for walking and “biking throughout the township as shown on the Bicycle,
Pedestrian, and Greenway Plan (Figuré/-4) in the Circulation Plan Element.
Particular attention was paid to paths that facilitate school access, close missing
links between existing paths, and provide access to township open space.

mission is to €
and to encourag

IMPLEMENTATION APPROACHES AND RESOURCES

This section foaises on various strategies available to the municipality to implement
open space acquisition and recreational planning and development. In addition to
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these resources, the Township is encouraged to explore other avenues for additional
preservation and reaeational improvements.

The Planning Board should continue to work with the Berards Township
Committee, Bernards Township Parks and Recreation Committe@nd the Township
staff to implement the Parks and Recreation Plan in concert with the goals and
objectives of the Conservation and Open Space Plan, discussed in the following
Section VIII. This will require a combined effort between all parties to continue to
evaluate the effectiveness, methodology, and strategies of the plan as it is
implemented.

A coordinated open space and recreation approach s
DOl OAAQET I OOOAOAQEAO
bl AT 6 A O OEA AAOAI

provide a basisfor implementation strategle vironment and

natural systems.

integrate enwronmental

oA AlAlAl

4EA DPOI COAI O ATA
objectives of this openspace plan.
a. Open Space Tax

The Township of Bernard
revenues hg

ace Tax 1998. These
guisition of land for open
purposes. The Bernards

Environmental Protection Green Acres

ecured funding for a statevide open space plan
In order to provide support to local governments who

an (OSRP), the Green Acres Program developed the
Planmn centive Grant. This program provide 50% matching
grants t@ local governments for the acquisition of land for recreation
and conservation purposes.

To be eligible for funding, local governments must have a Green Acres
approved OSRP, and either an open space tax, or an approved
alternative funding source, which is stable and sufficient, such as an
annual tax levy. As the Bernards has elected not to continue to
participate in the Green Acres Program, the Township relies solely on
development setasides and the Open Space Tax to purchasad for
open space and recreation.
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C. Somerset County Open Space Partnership Program
The County/Municipal Open Space Planning Partnership Grant
Program was established in 1995 to assist municipalities in the
acquisition of open space, which would advancécal preservation
ArEgl 0008 3ET AA OEA POICOAI 80 ETAAPOEITh
has been awarded through the Partnership to help preserve over
1,000 acres of open space. The grant program is only open to
municipal governments in Somerset CountyCounty Planning Board
staff administers the program, which operates as a competitive grant
process on an annual basis. The County Planning Board, Park
Commission and Open Space Advisory Committee review applications
based on a number of criteria and recom ards to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

d. The Environmental Infrastructure Tr
This program provides low inter
and authorities for clean w.
acquisition when watershed mana
are provided. With funding fro oth  NJDEP and the NJ
Environmental Infrastr
Priority System develope Loans are made for 20
year terms at ablended in :
market interest or below).

land

e. National
NJDEP. i ANCi ance for developing and maintaining

award is $25,000, and projects are
are and 20% matching share basis.

edications from private developments candutilized

purposes and the preservation of scenic resources.

for neighborhood and community benefits may be

A E1 DOEOAOGA 1 x1 AOOEEDP AU EITI A
o the Township. As part of development appvals,

developérs can be encouraged to include neighborhood parks, tot lots

and other facilities to meet the recreational needs of the community.

Bernards Township has been quite successful in working with

developers to provide adequate recreational fatities in most of its

multi -family and planned neighborhood developments.

g. Conservation Easements
Land for conservation and passive recreation can be made accessible
through the establishment of conservation easements.
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h. Developments Rights
Land can be protected from development through the sale and
purchase of developments rights. The landowner is allowed to
continue to use the property for nondevelopment purposes. The
Township should consider this option for farmland preservation
opportunities.
SYSTEM MAP

The Active and Passive Recreation Areas System Map (Fi
locations of all existing public and private recreation a

System Map identifies proposed open space
greenways, for potential acquisition in respon
protection goals. Table VH4 lists the prope
identified on the Active and Passive Recreati

re-Mllillustrates the
space sites, public
In addition the
space corridors, or
pes and ridge line
of each facility

TABLEVII-4 ACTIVE AND P,

BLOCK| LOT OWNER ACRES | FUNCTION
103 1 NJ Audubon 0.91 | Private OS
Bernards
1004 1 Twp 0.655 | Twp OS
Bernards
1005 8 1.25 | Twp OS
1005 10 Somerset 8.25
Co. County OS
West Oak St. 0.32 | Twp OS
rook Ave. 0.2645 | Twp OS
asking Ridge ParkWVashington
1401 Ave. 0.316 | Twp OS
Basking Ridge ParkWashington
1402 Ave. 0.008 | Twp OS
Basking Ridge ParkWashington
1402 Ave. 1.076 | Twp OS
Bernards | Basking Ridge ParkNashington
1402 3 Twp Ave. 0.028 | Twp OS
Bernards | Basking Ridge ParkWNashington
1403 1 Twp Ave. 1.87 | Twp OS
Bernards
1406 1 Twp Sloping HillsBrook Ave. 1.79 | Twp OS
Bernards
1406 17 Twp Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 1.047 | Twp OS
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Bernards

1406 18 Twp Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.112 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 19 Twp Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.184 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 20 Twp Basking Ridge ParikiNo. Brook Ave. 1.518 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 21 Twp Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.079 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 22 Twp Basking RidgePark-No. 0.012 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 23 Twp Basking Ridge Park\ ok Ave 0.098 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 24 Twp Basking Ridge P 0.287 | Twp OS
Bernards

1406 25 Twp Basking R 9 |TwpOS
Bernards

1406 26 Twp Basking Ridg 1.72 | Twp OS
Bernards

1407 1 Twp 0.103 | Twp OS
Bernards

1407 2 Twp 0.077 | Twp OS
Bernards

1408 (W[ . Brook Ave. | 0.009 | Twp OS

1408 . Brook Ave. 0.23 | Twp OS

1408 . Brook Ave. | 0.057 | Twp OS

14 Basking Ridge ParliNo. Brook Ave. | 0.334 | Twp OS

1408 Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.096 | Twp OS

1408 Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.027 | Twp OS

1408 Basking Ridge ParkNo. Brook Ave. | 0.003 | Twp OS
Bernards

1409 1 Twp Basking Ridge PariiNo. Brook Ave. | 0.332 | Twp OS
Bernards

1506 1 Twp Fireman's ParkNo. Finley Ave. 1.74 | Twp OS
Bernards

1512 2 Twp Vacant lotConkling St. 0.11 | Twp OS
Bernards

1601 1 Twp So. Finley/Collyer Island 0.042 | Twp OS

1605 1 Bernards | Island - Village GreenSo. Finley Ave| 0.0248 | Twp OS
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Twp
Bernards
1606 1 Twp Island - No. MapleAve. 0.01 | Twp OS
Bernards
1609 21 Twp Southard ParkNo. Maple Ave. 13.92 | Twp Park
1611 39 Somerset | Manchester Drive 0.726
Co. County OS
1701 11 Somerset | Ross FarmNo. Maple Ave. 53.39
Co. County OS
1701 13 Somerset | Lord Stirling Park-So. Map 839.972
Co. County Park
1701 14 Somerset | Environmental Ed. C 4.139 | Env. Ed.
Co. Stirling Road Center
1701 15 Somerset | Stirling House 3.388
Co. County Park
1701 18 Somerset | Crane Far iri 4
Co. County Farm
1701 23 Somerset | Crane FarmSo: ) 4.895
Co. County Farm
1701 24 Somerset 18.88
Co. Riding Stables
Bernards
1901 5.00 | Twp. OS
1902 1.17 | Twp OS
2001 0.012 | Twp OS
Mount Airy Heights-Mt. Airy Road 5.714 | Twp OS
DSChimney Ash Farm Road 2.806 | Twp OS
2301 Former Landfill-Pill Hill Road 32.48 | Twp OS
2301 OSWhitenack Road 423 | Twp OS
Bernards
2301 41 Twp OSWhitenack Road 9.42 | Twp OS
Bernards
2401 9 Twp 287/DOT tract-Mt. Airy Road 7.7 Twp OS
Bernards
2501 23 Twp Bernards ManorKinnan Way 234 | Twp OS
Bernards
2601 3 Twp leftover parcelCulberson Road 0.001 | Twp OS
Bernards
2601 4 Twp leftover parcel-Culberson Road 0.2 Twp OS
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Bernards
2801 1 Twp Astor Fields-Collyer Lane 5.5 Athletic Fields
2801 6 Bd. of Ed. | So. Maple Ave. Fields 12.44 | Athletic Fields
Bernards Fields/Dog
2801 9 Twp Loocke-So. Maple Ave. 6.05 | Park
Bernards
2801 10 Twp War Memorial FieldSo. Maple Ave. | 11.63 | Athletic Fields
Bernards
2905 6 Twp Homestead ParkGrove Road 0.73 | Twp OS
Bernards
3101 18 Twp Twp OS
3201 7 Sonerset
Co. County OS
3201 8 Somerset
Co. County OS
Bernards
3201 18 Twp Twp OS
Bernards
3302 6 Twp Twp OS
Bernards
3303 12 Twp Twp OS
Bernards
3303 Twp OS
3402 Twp OS
3605 Twp OS
DB-Woods End 3.84 | Twp OS
ifice Edward PointeSpringhouse
19.993 | Twp OS
OSTamarisk Ct. 0.90 | Twp OS
4005 Som. Hills Luth. ChurckAutumn Dr. 1.74 | Twp OS
Bernards
4005 5 Twp Dawn RidgeSleepy Hollow Road 1.2 Twp OS
Bernards
4201 2 Twp OSWhitenack Road 3.499 | Twp OS
Bernards
4301 51 Twp McCollum FarmWhitenack Road 10.72 | Twp OS
Bernards
4601 | 5.01 Twp Whitenack WoodsWhitenack Road | 185.19 | Twp OS
Bernards
4902 21 Twp RebelHill Park-Fairview Dr. So. 10.42 | Twp Park
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Bernards

5303 19 Twp Cedar KnollsGalloping Hill Road 2.6 Twp OS
Bernards

5303 28 Twp Cedar KnollsGalloping Hill Road 6.00 | Twp OS

Bernards | Prince Edward PointeBrittany

5503 13 Twp Place 6.999 | Twp OS
Bernards

5601 10 Twp Prince Edward PointeJeffrey Ct. 1.463 | Twp OS
Bernards

5602 5 Twp Somerset HomesGerard A 1.58 | Twp OS
Bernards

5602 35 Twp Prince Edward Point 4.093 | Twp OS
Bernards

5802 1 Twp 0.63 | Twp OS
Bernards

5901 1 Twp Twp OS
Bernards

5901 2 Twp 14.902 | Twp OS
Bernards

5901 29 Twp 14.136 | Twp OS
Bernards

6001 11 Twp 5.00 | Twp OS
Bernards

6102 1 Twp 3.83 | Twp OS
Bernards

6103 1 Twp 6.73 | Twp OS

0ok Ave 0.02 | Twp OS

-Overlook Ave 0.03 | Twp OS

6303 Fawn Hill-Pheasant Run 1.968 | Twp OS

6303 EImi-Overlook Ave. 0.09 | Twp OS

6401 Summit-Stonehouse Road 13.884 | Twp OS
Bernards

6401 5 Twp Sherbrook-Governor Dr. 6.246 | Twp OS
Bernards

6404 9 Twp Sherbrook-Blackburn Dr. 4.465 | Twp OS
Bernards

6404 27 Twp DB SherbrookGovernor Dr. 4587 | Twp OS
Bernards

6501 1 Twp Summit-Summit Dr. 15.01 | Twp OS

6503 1 Bernards | Sherbrook-Blackburn Dr. 5.514 | Twp OS
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Twp
Bernards
6703 7 Twp Pleasant Valley ParkPenwood Road| 4.34 | Twp Park
Bernards
6801 27 Twp Summit-Summit Dr. 3.878 | Twp OS
Bernards
6801 44 Twp Summit-Knollcroft Road 2.409 | Twp OS
Bernards
6802 4 Twp Glenbrook-Bryon Dr. 577 | Twp OS
Bernards
7001 15 Twp Grist Mill Park-Grist Mill 1.261 | Twp OS
7002 22 Bd. of Ed. | OSLincroft Dr. 14.69 | Bd. of Ed. OS
Bernards
7002 33 Twp Lincroft-Lincrof 0.3569 | Twp OS
Bernards
7101 9 Twp 64 | Twp OS
Bernards
7101 25 Twp 0.203 | Twp OS
Bernards
7101 29 Twp 0.137 | Twp OS
Bernards
7201 28 Twp 0.92 | Twp OS
Bernards
ook Road 21.129 | TWP OS
3.727 | Twp OS
w He 0.657 | Twp OS
C FieldsChurch St. 8 LC Fire Co.
Arrow Head-Mine Brook Road 4911 | Twp OS
Canterbury Road Walkway 0.131 | Twp OS
7501 Fields-Liberty Corner School 5.01 Fields
7502 1 Twp Liberty Corner Island 0.0223 | Twp OS
Bernards
7601 15 Twp Harrison Brook-Goltra Dr. 3.83 | Twp OS
English
7703 22 Family English Farm MeadowValley Road | 16.281 | Farm Pres.
Bernards
7804 8 Twp Pleasant Valley Pari_urline Dr. 1.43 | Twp OS
Bernards
7901 10 Twp Pleasant Valley ParkArchgate Road| 0.92 | Twp OS
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7903 6 Somerset | Harrison Brook-Lyons Rd 1.21
Co. County OS
Bernards
8001 1 Twp Pleasant Valley Parkvalley Road 79.14 | Twp OS
Bernards
8001 2 Twp Pleasant Valley Parkvalley Road 24.52 | Twp OS
Coakley Russo Golf Cose-Valley USVA/Twp
8001 3,4 US VA Road 45 Gdf
Bernards
8101 3 Twp Sherbrook-Stonehouse Road 49.469 | Twp OS
Bernards
8101 23 Twp DB SherbrookStonehatisg,Road 2.077 | Twp OS
Bernards
8101 47 Twp DB SherbrookStenehouse Road 4.013 | Twp OS
Bernards
8102 18 Twp Sherbrook-)alley Road 0.3356 | Twp OS
Bernards
8301 1 Twp Pine HillsHaas Road 3.22 | Twp OS
Bernards
8301 6 Twp PimgHillsHaas Road 10.22 | Twp OS
Bernards
8301 |11.02 Twp BolognaHaas Road 11.06 | Twp OS
Bernards
8401 16 Twp HayefieldsCrest Df, 6.5 Twp OS
Bernards
8501 1 Lwp Spring RidgeAcken Road 73.524 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 2 Twp Crown CourtKing George Road 0.337 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 3 Twp Crown CourtKing George Road 5.887 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 4 Twp Crown CourtKing George Road 0.261 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 5 Twp Crown CourtKing George Road 54.169 | Twp OS
Passaic Rv. | Passaic River CoalitiorKing George
8501 41 Co. Rd 82.77 | Private OS
Bernards
8501 44 Twp Dewy MeadowKing George Road 4.849 | Twp Fields
Bernards
8501 45 Twp Crown CourtKing George Road 14.094 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 46 Twp Spring RidgeAcken Road 25.071 | Twp OS
Bernards
8501 47 Twp Spring RidgeAcken Road 37.05 | Twp OS
8502 2 Bernards | Farmstead ParkKing George Road | 32.035 | Twp Park
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Twp
Bernards
9101 2 Twp Society HilkSpring Valley Blvd. 90.05 | Twp OS
Bernards
9101 3 Twp CedarsSpring Valley Blvd. 130.391 | Twp OS
Bernards
9204 4 Twp Little League FieldsValley Road 23.70 | Twp Fields
Bernards
9204 6 Twp Society HilkSpring Valley Blvd. 32.01 | Twp OS
Bernards
9204 8 Twp Society HilkSpring ValleyfBlvd. 28.45 | Twp OS
Bernards
9205 1 Twp Martinsville Rd Isl Mt. Road| 0.79 | Twp OS
English English Farm PreservationValley
9301 | 9.01 Family Rd 64.298 | Pres. Rights
Bernards
9401 11 Twp Twp. OS
Bernards
9501 3 Twp Twp Park
Bernards
10301 26 Twp Twp. OS
Bernards
10301 27 Tw Twp. OS
10401 | 38 k URWA OS
Bernards
10402 3 Twp Old Somerville Road 0.36 | Twp. OS
Old Stagecoach Road 3.88 | Twp. OS
Hills-Old Stagecoach Road 1.76 | Twp. OS
10704 The Hills-Old Stagecoach Road 1.76 | Twp. OS
10801 Old Stagecoach Road 9.59 | NJDOT
11001 DeMarcoSomerville Road 5.38
County OS
11001 Somerville Rd. 11.47
Co. County OS
11101 2 Somerset | AT&T-Rickey Lane 33.904
Co. County OS
11101 6 Somerset | Knox-Somerville Road 6.596
Co. County OS
11102 5 Somerset | AT&T-Mountain Road 0.633
Co. County OS
11102 6 Somerset | AT&T-Mountain Road 84.898 | County OS
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Co.
11102 | 41 Somerset | Rickey Lane 20.108
Co. County OS
11201 1 English Wood Lot-Allen Road 59.235
Family Pres. Rights
Bernards
11201 6 Twp PinsontAllen Road 5.228 | Twp. OS
Bernards
11201 11 Twp Pinson-Allen Road 4,978 | Twp. OS
11501 | 5.02 Somerset | ProchaskaMountain Road 14.357
Co. County OS
11501 6 Somerset | McNellissMountain R 29.264
Co. County OS
11501 18 Somerset 25.763
Co. County OS
11501 19 Somerset .20
Co. County OS
11501 20 Somerset 1.65
Co. County OS
11501 | 21 Somerset 0.91
Co. County OS
11501 22 Somerset 1.19
Co. County OS
31.021
County OS
143.864 | Twp Park
20.961
County OS
15.24
County OS
11701 Sunset Lane 0.71 | Twp. OS
11701 DB-Martinsville Road 0.56
. County OS
Bernards
11701 | 21 Twp Sunset Lane 1.12 | Twp. OS
Bernards
11702 I Twp Darren WoodsDarren Dr. 0.86 | Twp. OS
Bernards
11702 | 10 Twp Darren WoodsDarren Dr. 244 | Twp. OS
Bernards
11702 11 Twp Darren Woods-Darren Dr. 13.872 | Twp. OS
Bernards
11702 | 28 Twp 20" wide trail-end Darren Dr. 0.331 | Twp OS
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Total

3222.41
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PLANNING CONSISTENCY

The Parks and Recreation Departmenhas previously conducted a townwide
survey focusing on parks and recreational needs. The surveyovided information
on the types of facilities most important to Township residents. The Planning Board
also holds public hearings to allow the public to participate in discussions regardin
community open space and recreatioplanning.

The Township should periodically review the Parks and Recreation Plan, as part of
its six-year statutory Master Plan review. Each amendmentdo the plan will require
public hearings, which will give the punlic an opportunity ent on the

planning process.
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