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INTRODUCTION   
 
This element presents general demographic and housing information for Bernards 
Township and analyzes the changes that have occurred over time in population, 
housing and income characteristics.  A portion of this analysis relates to the 
comparison of decennial Census information, the most recent of which (1990 vs. 
2000) is described in Appendix A. 
 
4ÈÅ ςππσ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 0ÌÁÎ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÔÉÃ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱpast 
trends do not necessarily guarantee those of the futureȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ςπ08-2009 
economic downturn has combined with changing demographics to increase the 
need to understand emerging trends. 
 
Bernards Township gains a unique insight into its current demography through the 
efforts of long time resident William Draper, Sc.D., P.E., a former Planning Board 
Chair and the author of a series of reports cataloging the changing trends in 
"ÅÒÎÁÒÄÓȭ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÃËȢ  2ÅÃÅÎÔ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ $ÒȢ $ÒÁÐÅÒ (Appendix 
B) paint a picture that differs somewhat from the profile that emerged from the 
2000 Census, and the implications of these data, as indicated below, should be 
factored into local land use policy. 

 
EMERGING DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 
 
The changing demographic trends in the Township between 1990 and 2009 can be 
summarized as follows. 
 

POPULATION 
 
1. From 1990 to 2000 Bernards experienced a major 

(42.9%) population increase outpacing Somerset 
County's 23.4 percent increase.  Since 2000, 
however, the rate of growth has slowed 
considerably, as Bernards population increased by 
only 14% from 24,575 in 2000 to 27,942 in 2009.  
Where the increase between 1990 and 2000 
averaged 737 persons/year, since 2000 that rate 
has dropped by more than half (roughly 330 
persons/year).  Further, since completion of The 
Hills in 2002, the rate of population increase has slowed nearly to a halt and a 
peak population of 28,000 is expected in 2010. 

 
2. From 1990 to 2000 Bernards Township and 

Somerset County's main population growth was in 
the 35-54 age cohorts, the "baby boom" 
generation.  The 35-44 age cohort increased from 
18.3 percent of the population to 20.8 percent in 
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the Township.  The 45-54 age cohort increased from 13.9 percent to 15.9 
percent.  

 
3. During the 1990-2000 time period, there were large 

population increases in the 5-14 age cohort, also known 
as the "baby boom echo" generation.  The 5-14 age cohort 
increased from 10.7 percent to 16.3 percent of the 
population. 

 
4. The Township's population is getting older, with the 

median age continuing to increase.  This has implications 
for the future housing and community service needs of an older population.  

 
5. The ethnic composition of the Township has continued the trend seen between 

1990 and 2000 as the Asian population has increased dramatically. 
 
6. School populations have peaked for the pre-high 

school grades, but high school enrollments will peak 
at new high levels after 2013.  This will result in part 
from a reduction in the number of private school 
pupils among Bernards residents, which declined 
from 17% of the 2001 school age population to 7% in 2009. 

 
7. School pupils reside in only 32% of all households, 

and 60% of Bernards 2009 households had no 
children.  However, when an empty nester sells, the 
home is likely to be reoccupied by a household having 
2 children of school-age or pre-school age. 

HOUSING STOCK 

 
1. Approximately 60% of Bernards' 2009 housing stock 

consisted of single family detached homes, with the other 
40% in multiple family units. 

 
2. 'ÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÌÉÆÉÃ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȬψπȭÓ 
ÁÎÄ ȬωπȭÓȟ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςππςȢ   

 
3. Bernards is entering a mature phase where 

redevelopment will become a major source of new construction, as vacant 
developable lands are in short supply. 

 
4. 2009 has been a year where significant retraction has been evident in all aspects 

of housing construction, with new home construction shrinking and significant 
reductions in home sales, approvals, new home starts and additions. 
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5. The trend toward increasing numbers of alterations and additions, which was 
strong between 2004 and 2007, was reversed in 2008.  
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APPENDIX A 
POPULATION AND HOUSING CHARACTTERISTICS 
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY 

1990 AND 2000  
 

SUMMARY OF DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 
 
The demographic trends in the Township between 1990 and 2000 can be 
summarized as follows. 
 

 POPULATION 

1. From 1990 to 2000 Bernards experienced a 42.9 percent population increase 
compared to Somerset County's 23.4 percent increase. 

 
2. From 1990 to 2000 Bernards Township and Somerset County's main population 

growth was in the 35-54 age cohorts, the "baby boom" generation.  The 35-44 
age cohort increased from 18.3 percent of the population to 20.8 percent in the 
Township.  The 45-54 age cohort increased from 13.9 percent to 15.9 percent. 

 
3. During this same time period, there were large population increases in the 5-14 

age cohort, also known as the "baby boom echo" generation.  The 5-14 age 
cohort increased from 10.7 percent to 16.3 percent of the population. 

 
4. The Township's average age became younger between 1990 to 2000.  The 

percentage of 55+ decreased slightly from 22.1 percent to 22 percent of the 
population. 

 
5. The ethnic compositions of the Township remained about the same between 

1990 and 2000 although the Asian population increased dramatically from 525 
persons in 1990 to 1,931 persons in 2000. 

 

 HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 

1. From 1990 to 2000 Bernards' median household size increased from 2.54 
persons to 2.58 persons per household.  The County's median household size 
also increased during this period. 

 
2. In 2000 approximately 63 percent of Bernards' households were married couple 

families, while 26% were either single-parent families or persons who lived 
alone. 

 
3. In 1999 Bernards' median household income was $107,204, or $30,271 greater 

than Somerset County's median income and $52,058 greater than the State's 
median income. 
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 HOUSING STOCK 

1. Approximately 55.9 percent of Bernards' 2000 housing stock consisted of single 
family detached homes. 

 
2. In 2000 housing units with six or more rooms accounted for approximately 71.2 

percent of Bernards' total housing stock, greater than Somerset County's 63.4 
percent. 

 
3. Approximately 74.1 percent of Bernards' households moved into their 2000 

residences after 1990.  Approximately 65 percent of Somerset County's 
households moved into their 2000 residences after 1990. 

 
4. In 2000 the median housing value in Bernards Township was $380,500, or 

$145,500 greater than Somerset County's median housing value. 
 
5. 79.7 percent of Bernards' 2000 housing stock was valued at $250,000 or more. 
 
6. Less than one percent of Bernards' 2000 housing stock either lacked complete 

plumbing facilities or was overcrowded. 
 
7. From 1980 through 2000, 6,116 dwelling units were authorized by building 

permits of which approximately 77 percent were single-family homes. 
 
8. By the year 2020, Bernards population is expected to increase to approximately 

28,000 persons. 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 POPULATION TRENDS 

Between 1950 and 2000, Bernards Township generally followed Somerset County 
and New Jersey State population trends.  As shown in Tables III-1 and III-2, there 
were sharp increases between 1950 and 1970, little or no growth from 1970 to 
1980 and substantial increases between 1980 and 2000.  The major difference 
appears to be a slowdown in County growth (18 percent from 1980 to 1990) while 
Bernards' growth during this period was 33 percent.  Part of the reason was new 
home construction, particularly condos and townhouses, in the southerly part of the 
Township. The Township and the County also saw increases from 1990-2000.  The 
4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÂÙ τςȢω ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ρωωπ ÔÏ the year 2000, while 
the County increased by 23.4 percent.        
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Table III-1 POPULATION CHANGE, 1950 to 2000 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 

 
 Population Change 

Year Population Number  Percent 
1950 7,487 N/A  N/A  
1960 9,018 1,531 20.5 
1970 13,305 4,287 47.5 
1980 12,920   -385 -2.9 
1990 17,199 4,279 33.1 
2000 24,575 7,376 42.9 

Source:  1990 & 2000 U.S. Bureau of the Census and 1989 Bernards Township Master Plan 

 

TABLE III-2 POPULATION CHANGE, 1950 TO 2000 SOMERSET COUNTY 

  
 Population Change 

by decade 1960-
2000 

Year Population Number  Percent 
1950   99,052  N/A  N/A  
1960   143,913  44,861  45.3   
1970   198,372  54,459  37.8  
1980   203,129  4,757   2.4   
1990   240,279  37,150  18.3  
2000 297,490 57,211 23.4 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950-2000 

 POPULATION AGE DISTRIBUTION 

The age-segmented population increases in both Bernards Township and Somerset 
County again followed national trends, although the increases in Bernards were 
significantly higher.  As shown in Tables III-3a and III-4a, the Township and 
County's major growth spurts occurred in the 35-44 and 45-54 age groups - the 
baby boom generation - consisting of those born from about 1946 through 1964.  
The County experienced a 42.6 percent increase in the 35-44 age cohort and a 52.6 
percent increase in the 45-54 age cohort while the Township experienced 64 and 62 
percent increases, respectively.  This baby boom generation represents the major 
population force nationally as well as locally.  Most of this group will be married, 
creating a significant and continued demand for single-family detached housing 
over the next several years in Bernards Township. 
 
Another important population increase occurred in the 5-14 population cohort.  
This age group contains the children that will fuel the school population for this 
decade.  From 1990 to 2000, the Township and County experienced approximately 
118 and 57 percent increases in this age group, respectively.  In Bernards, the actual 
increase in numbers was significant - from 1,837 to 3,999 children.  These children 
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are now entering the school system and will continue to represent the bulge in 
enrollments over this decade.   
 
These children comprise the "baby boom echo" generation, which consists of the 
baby boomers' children.  The increase in this population group is attributed to the 
vast size of the baby boom cohort and not an increase in the birth rate.  The large 
numbers of baby boomers produce a large number of offspring accounting for the 
increase in the 5-14 population cohort.  
 
Another change that will have an impact on Bernards is in the 25-34 age cohort.  
This cohort decreased from 18.3 percent of the population to 10.3 percent.  This 
decrease is reflected nationally as well as in the Township and portends a decrease 
in demand for goods and services for young adults.  In addition, it will eventually 
have an impact on the housing market - reducing first home demands. 
 
Lastly, the number of individuals aged 55 and older is significant.  This age group 
has a variety of housing and consumer needs.  For example, the younger members of 
the cohort may desire condominiums or smaller single-family dwellings while those 
in their late seventies or eighties may need assisted living facilities.  A small 
percentage may require nursing homes.  In 2000, the 55 and older age group 
accounted for approximately 22 percent of Bernards' population.  The number of 
persons in this age group is expected to rise as the oldest of the baby boomers will 
enter it in the year 2001.       
 

TABLE III-3 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP POPULATION BY AGE, 1980 AND 1990  

                 1990           1980         Change 

Age 
# of 

Persons 
Percent* 

# of 
Persons 

Percent* 
# of 

Persons 
Percent1. 

Under 
5 

1,185 6.9 476 3.7 709 149 

5-14 1,837 10.7 2,081 16.1 -244 -11.7 
15-24 1,705 9.9 2,007 15.5 -302 -15.1 
25-34 3,139 18.3 1,275 9.9 1,864 146.2 
35-44 3,149 18.3 1,967 15.2 1,182 60.1 
45-54 2,385 13.9 2,117 16.4 268 12.7 
55-64 1,802 10.5 1,645 12.7 157 9.5 
65-74 1,243 7.2 824 6.4 419 50.9 
75-84 578 3.4 408 3.2 170 41.7 
85 and 
over 

176 1.0 120 0.9 56 46.7 

Totals: 17,199 100.00 12,920 100.00 4,279 33.1 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 ɀ 1990 

                                                 
1. Percent of Total Households 
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TABLE III-3A POPULATION BY AGE, 1990 AND 2000  

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 
              2000                 1990              Change 

Age 
# of 

Persons 
Percent* 

# of 
Persons 

Percent* 
# of 

Persons 
Percent1 

Under 
5 

1,962 8 1,185 6.9 777 65.6 

5-14 3,999 16.3 1,837 10.7 2,162 118 
15-24 1,636 6.6 1,705 9.9 69 4 
25-34 2,542 10.3 3,139 18.3 -597 -23 
35-44 5,115 20.8 3,149 18.3 1,966 62 
45-54 3,917 15.9 2,385 13.9 1,532 64 
55-64 2,341 9.5 1,802 10.5 539 30 
65-74 1,525 6.2 1,243 7.2 282 22.7 
75-84 1,155 4.7 578 3.4 577 99.8 
85 and 
over 

383 1.6 176 1.0 207 17.6 

Totals: 24,575 100 17,199 100.00 7,514 43 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 ɀ 2000 

 

TABLE III-4 POPULATION BY AGE, 1980 AND 1990 SOMERSET COUNTY  
1990   1980         Change 

Age 
# of 

Persons 
Percent* 

# of 
Persons 

Percent* 
# of 

Persons 
Percent1 

Under 
5 

16,862 7 11,077 5.5 5,774 52.1 

5-14 27,603 11.5 30,660 15.1 -3,057 -10 
15-24 28,883 12 35,174 17.3 -6,291 -17.9 
25-34 48,028 20 31,626 15.6 16,402 51.9 
35-44 40,891 17 27,578 13.6 13,313 48.3 
45-54 28,739 12 26,867 13.2 1,872 7 
55-64 23,260 9.7 21,854 10.8 1,406 6.4 
65-74 15,865 6.6 11,095 5.5 4,770 43 
75-84 7,429 3.1 5,353 2.6 2,076 38.8 
85 and 
over 

2,719 1.1 1,834 .9 885 48.3 

Totals: 240,279 100.00 203,129 100.00 13,150 18.3 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 and 1990 

                                                 
1 Percent of Total Households 
1 Ibid. 
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TABLE III-4A  

POPULATION BY AGE, 1990 AND 2000 SOMERSET COUNTY    
                                                   

2000     1990            Change 

Age 
# of 

Persons 
Percent* 

# of 
Persons 

Percent* 
# of 

Persons 
Percent1 

Under 
5 

22,207 7.5 16,862 7 5,345 31.7 

5-14 43,337 14.6 27,603 11.5 15,734 57 
15-24 27,962 9.4 28,883 12 -921 -3 
25-34 42,367 14.2 48,028 20 -5661 -13 
35-44 58,297 19.6 40,891 17 17,406 42.6 
45-54 43,861 14.7 28,739 12 15,122 52.6 
55-64 26,078 8.8 23,260 9.7 2,818 12.1 
65-74 17,770 6.0 15,865 6.6 1,905 12 
75-84 11,482 3.9 7,429 3.1 4,053 54.6 
85 and 
over 

4,129 1.4 2,719 1.1 1,410 51.9 

Totals: 297,490 100 240,279 100.00 57,211 23.8 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 

 

 RACE AND GENDER 

 
Bernards Township remains a predominantly white community with a small but 
increasing percentage of minorities.  Whites comprised 89.2 percent of the 
Township's 2000 population compared to 95 percent in 1990, as shown in Table III-
5a.  In Somerset County, the percentage of minorities increased from 12 percent to 
20.7 percent between 1990 and 2000.  The number of minorities in Bernards has 
increased by 1,789 persons between 1990 and 2000.  The majority of the increase 
occurred in the Asian population; from 1990 to 2000 the number of Asians in 
Bernards increased by 1,406 persons, from 525 to 1,931.  The number of persons of 
Asian decent in Somerset County increased by 14,514 (from 10,548 to 25,062) 
persons.   In 2000, 48.6 percent of the Township's population was male while 51.4 
percent was female. 

                                                 
1
 Percent of Total Households 
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TABLE III-5 RACE AND GENDER, 1980 AND 1990 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP  
  
        1990   1980      Change 
Race  Number % of Total 

Population 
Number % of Total 

Population 
Number Percent 

White  16,334 95 12,570 97.3 3,764 29.9 
Black  295 1.7 238 1.8 57 24 
American 
Indian, 
Eskimo, 
Aleut  

8 .1 9 .1 -1 -11.1 

Asian or 
Pacific 
Islander 

525 3.1 81 .6 444 548.2 

Other Race  37 .2 22 .2 15 68.2 
Total  17,199 100 12,920 100 4,279 33.12 
Gender        
Male  8,844 51.4 6,974 54 1,870 26.8 
Female 8,355 48.6 5,946 46 2,409 40.5 
Total 17,199 100 12,920 100 4,279 33.1 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 and 1990 

 

TABLE III-5A RACE AND GENDER, 1990 AND 2000 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP    
       2000   1990                Change  
Race  Number % of Total 

Population 
Number % of Total 

Population 
Number Percent 

White  21,921 89.2 16,334 95 5,587 34.2 
Black  354 1.4 295 1.7 59 20 
American 
Indian, 
Eskimo, 
Aleut  

13 .1 8 .1 5 62.5 

Asian or 
Pacific 
Islander 

1,931 7.8 525 3.1 1,406 267 

Other Race  356 1.7 37 .2 319 862 
Total  24,575 100 17,199 100 7,376 42.9 
Gender        
Male  11,945 48.6 8,844 51.4 3,101 13.5 
Female 12,630 51.4 8,355 48.6 4,275 51.2 
Total 24,575 100 17,199 100 7,376 42.9 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 
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TABLE III-6 RACE AND GENDER, 1980 AND 1990 SOMERSET COUNTY  
      1990          1980                 Change 
Race  Number % of Total 

Population 
Number % of Total 

Population 
Number Percent 

White  211,384 88 188,544 92.8 22,840 12.1 
Black  14,824 6.2 10,123 5 4,701 46.4 
American 
Indian, 
Eskimo, 
Aleut  

243 .1 151 .1 92 60.9 

Asian or 
Pacific 
Islander 

10,548 4.4 2,817 1.4 7,731 274.4 

Other Race  3,280 1.4 1,494 .7 1,786 119.5 
Total  240,279 100 203,129 100 37,150 18.3 
Gender        
Male  118,089 49.2 99,671 49.1 18,418 18.5 
Female 122,190 50.8 103,458 50.9 18,732 18.1 
Total 240,279 100 203,129 100 37,150 18.3 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 and 1990 

 

TABLE III-6A RACE AND GENDER, 1990 AND 2000 SOMERSET COUNTY  
      2000          1990           Change 
Race  Number % of Total 

Population 
Number % of Total 

Population 
Number % of Total 

Population 
White  236,042 79.3 211,384 88 24,658 11.7 
Black  22,396 7.5 14,824 6.2 7572 51 
American 
Indian, 
Eskimo, 
Aleut  

375 .1 243 .1 132 54.3 

Asian or 
Pacific 
Islander 

25,062 8.4 10,548 4.4 14,514 137.6 

Other 
Race  

13,615 4.5 3,280 1.4 10,335 315 

Total  297,490 100 240,279 100 57,211 23.8 
Gender        
Male  145,241 48.8 118,089 49.2 27,152 23 
Female 152,249 51.2 122,190 50.8 30,059 24.6 
Total 297,490 100 240,279 100 57,211 23.8 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 
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HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 

 HOUSEHOLD SIZE 

In general, household size is decreasing nationally and locally.  Various trends 
during the late 1960s and 1970s contributed to the reduction in household size and 
are continuing.  These include the tendency to marry at later ages, increases in 
divorces, increases in the number of elderly living alone and the desire of single 
persons to maintain their own household.  Collectively, these trends have resulted in 
reductions in household size which has a major impact on the housing market.  
Obviously, unmarried and single individuals in their twenties and thirties have 
different shelter needs than do those who are married with children. 
 
Bernards Township and Somerset County both followed the trend of declining 
household size in the past.  However, as shown in Table III-8, the Township's 1990 
median household size was 2.54 and the 2000 median household size went slightly 
up to 2.58.  Likewise, the County's 1990 median household size was 2.67, which 
increased to 2.69 in 2000.  This increase in slight but it is yet to be determined if 
household size will continue to increase in the future.  
 
The household size in Bernards Township is seen in Table III-7a.  The number of 
one-person households increased from 22.6 percent in 1990 to 26.4 percent in 
2000.  Two person households in the Township decreased from 35.3 and 30.6 
percent, respectively, from 1990 to 2000.  The number of single person households 
almost doubled - from 1,432 to 2,442 households.  Two person households slightly 
rose - from 2,240 to 2,829 households.  Meanwhile, households comprised of five or 
more persons slightly increased during the same time period.   
 

TABLE III-7 HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS  
1980 & 1990 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 

 
1990 Households 1980 Households    Change 

Household 
Size 

Number Percent* Number Percent* Number Percent1 

1 Person 1,432 22.6 467 12.6 965 67.4 
2 Persons 2,240 35.3 1,030 27.8 1,210 54 
3 Persons 1,140 18 742 20 398 34.9 
4 Persons 1,030 16.2 826 22.3 204 19.8 
5 Persons 381 6 407 11 -26 -6.82 
6 or more 
Persons 

122 1.9 239 6.4 -117 -95.9 

Totals: 6,345 100 3,711 100 2,634 41.5 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 & 1990 

                                                 
1 Percent of Total Households 
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Table III-7a HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 
1990 & 2000 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 

 
2000 Households 1990 Households          Change 

Household 
Size 

Number Percent* Number Percent* Number Percent1 

1 Person 2,442 26.4 1,432 22.6 1,010 70.5 
2 Persons 2,829 30.6 2,240 35.3 589 26.3 
3 Persons 1,396 15.1 1,140 18 256 22.5 
4 Persons 1,646 17.8 1,030 16.2 616 59.8 
5 Persons 693 7.5 381 6 312 81.2 
6 or more 
Persons 

236 2.6 122 1.9 114 93.4 

Totals: 9,242 100 6,345 100 2,897 45.7 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 & 2000 

 

TABLE III-8 MEDIAN PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD:  1970, 1980, 1990 & 2000 
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY

 Year Bernards 
Township 

Somerset 
County 

2000 2.58 2.69 
1990 2.54 2.67 
1980 3.14 2.95 
1970 3.74 3.4 

Source:  1970, 1980, 1990 & 2000 U.S. Census 

 

 HOUSEHOLD TYPE 

The majority of the households in Bernards are married couple families as indicated 
in Table III-9.  Approximately 63 percent of the Township's total households 
comprise married couple families.   
 
As noted earlier, single person households have increased in the Township.  Almost 
30 percent of households are single member households with 5.8 percent female 
householders.  Another interesting finding in Table III-9 is that of the 5,821 married-
couple households, 46 percent have no related children living with them.  These 
households are more than likely to eventually move from single-family detached 
housing to other types of housing. 
 
Lastly, about 9.2 percent of the Township's households or 846 houses contain one 
or more persons aged 65 and over.   This age group will continue to increase over 
the years as people are living longer than they did in the past. 

                                                 
1 Percent of Households 
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TABLE III-9 TYPES OF HOUSEHOLDS BERNARDS TOWNSHIP

Type of Household 
Number  in 
Subgroup 

2000 
Total 

Percent 

Source:  U. S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 

 

 HOUSEHOLD AND PER CAPITA INCOME 

Bernards Township is a relatively affluent community as shown in Table III-10.  The 
1999 median household income in Bernards was $107,204 or $30,271 greater than 
Somerset County's median income and $52,058 greater than the State's median 
income.  Likewise, the Township's 1999 mean capita income was greater than that 
of the State and the County.  
 
Table III-11 details Bernards' 1999 household income distribution.  Over 67 percent 
of Bernards' households earn $75,000 or more annually.  This is logical as almost 
half of Bernards' population is in the 35-54 age group; a time when individuals 
typically earn higher incomes.  However, it is also important to note that close to 7.3 
percent of the households earn less than $25,000 per year, an amount that qualifies 
them for low income housing, depending on household size. 
 

TABLE III-10  
PER CAPITA AND HOUSEHOLD INCOME, 1989 AND 1999 BERNARDS 

TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
 

1989 
Median 
Income 

1989 Per 
Capita 
Money 
Income 

1999 
Median 
Income 

1999 Per 
Capita 
Money 
Income 

Bernards 
Township  

$70,000  $33,458  $107,204 $56,521 

Somerset 
County  

 $55,519   $25,111  $76,933 $37,970 

State of 
New Jersey  

 $40,927   $18,714  $55,146 $27,006 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 & 2000 

Total Households:  9242 100 
Family Households:  6484 70.2 

Married Couple Family: 5821  63 
w/related children  3118  33.7 

w/no related children  2703  29.3 
Female Householder, No Husband 534  5.8 

w/related children  308  3.3 
w/no related children  226  2.5 

Non-Family Households Living Alone  2758 29.8 
One or More Persons, 65 Years or Over 846  9.2 
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TABLE III-11  
1999 HOUSEHOLD INCOME DISTRIBUTION BERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND 

SOMERSET COUNTY  
       

Bernards Township   Somerset County 
  

Income 
# of 

Households 
Percent 

# of 
Households 

Percent 

Less than $10,000 158 1.7 3,145 2.9 
$10,000 - $14,999 204 2.2 3,009 2.6 
$15,000 - $24,999 320 3.4 6,238 5.8 
$25,000 - $34,999 286 3.1 7,056 6.5 
$35,000 - $49,999 734 8 12,585 11.5 
$50,000 - $74,999 1,260 13.7 21,109 19.4 
$75,000 - $99,999 1,293 14 16,763 15.4 

$100,000 - $149,999 1,749 19 19,926 18.2 
$150,000 or more 3,199 34.8 19,239 17.6 

Totals: 9203 100 109,070 100 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 

 
HOUSING STOCK 

 Type and Size Characteristics 

The majority of the housing stock in Bernards Township is single family detached 
housing as indicated in Table III-12.  In 2000, there were 5,298 single-family 
detached homes or 55.9 percent of the total housing stock.   Of the remaining units, 
21.4 percent were single-family attached units and 22.6 percent were in structures 
that contained two or more units.   
 
Both Bernards Township and Somerset County follow national trends with 
increasingly larger homes.  In 2000, units with six or more rooms accounted for 
approximately 71.2 percent of Bernards' total housing stock and 63.4 percent of 
Somerset County's total housing stock, as shown in Table III-12.   This type of 
housing is clearly family oriented housing. 
 
Bernards' housing stock is relatively new.  Almost 61.7 percent of the housing was 
built between 1980 and 2000.  Less than 10 percent of the Township's housing was 
constructed prior to 1939. 
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TABLE III-12  
HOUSING UNIT DATA ɀBERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY    

2000         
Bernards Township     Somerset County 

Characteristics: Number Percent Number Percent 
Total Units 9,485 100 112,023 100 

Year Structure Built:     
1999-March 2000 485 5.1 3,010 2.7 

1995-1998 1,569 16.5 10,254 9.2 
1990-1994 1,352 14.3 10,478 9.4 
1980-1989 2,447 25.8 22,597 20.2 
1970-1979 835 8.8 12,953 11.6 
1960-1969 1,158 12.2 17,014 15.2 
1940-1959 971 10.2 21,286 19.5 

1939 or earlier 668 7 13,898 12.4 
Units in Structure:     
One (Single Family 

Detached) 
5,298 55.9 67,830 60.6 

One (Single Family 
Attached) 

2,032 21.4 16,243 14.5 

Two or more Units 2,155 22.6 27,714 24.6 
Mobile Home, 
Trailer, Other 

0 0 217 .2 

Number of Rooms:     
1 room 63 .7 1,157 1 
2 rooms 89 .9 2,472 2.2 
3 rooms 491 5.2 7,672 6.8 
4 rooms 957 10.1 12,831 11.5 
5 rooms 1,133 11.9 16,862 15.1 
6 rooms 1,176 12.4 17,613 15.7 
7 rooms 1,326 14 15,828 14.1 
8 rooms 1,694 17.9 17,779 15.9 
9+ rooms 2,556 26.9 19,809 17.7 
Number of 
Bedrooms 

    

No bedroom 70 .7 1,374 1.2 
1 bedroom 849 9 12,828 11.5 
2 bedrooms 2,454 25.9 26,754 23.9 
3 bedrooms 2,285 24.1 33,933 30.3 
4 bedrooms 2,819 29.7 29,440 26.3 
5+ bedrooms 1,008 10.6 7,694 6.9 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 
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 TENURE OF HOUSEHOLDS 

As shown in Table III-13, 74 percent of Bernards' households moved into their 2000 
residences after 1990. The trend is similar in the county with 65 percent of 
residents who moved into their homes after 1990.  This trend is consistent with 
similar suburban communities in regions with significant job growth occurring in 
recent decades. 
 

TABLE III-13  
OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY TENURE 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY 
    2000       

   
 Bernards Township   Somerset County    

 Year Householder 
Moved Into Unit 

Number  Percent  Number  Percent  

1999 - March 2000  1,677 18.1 17,744 16.3 
1995-1998 3,329 36 33,744 31 
1990-1994 1,852 20 19,268 17.7 
1980-1989 1,239 13.4 17,101 15.7 
1970 - 1979  574 6.2 9,090 8.3 
1969 or earlier 571 6.2 12,037 11 
 Totals:  9,242 100 108,984 100 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 

 

 HOUSING VALUES 

In 2000, housing values in Bernards were higher than housing values in Somerset 
County.  As shown in Table III-14, Bernards' 2000 median housing value was 
$380,500 or $145,500 more than the County's 2000 median housing value.  Almost 
80 percent of Bernards' 2000 housing stock was valued at $250,000 or more 
compared to approximately 46 percent of Somerset County's 2000 housing stock in 
this range.  Only 1 percent of Bernards' housing units and 2.7 percent of Somerset 
County's housing units were valued below $100,000 in 2000.   This represents 
national preference for larger, more expensive housing units.  Bernards Township, 
and to a lesser extent Somerset County, follow this trend.      
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TABLE III-14  
HOUSING VALUES FOR BERNARDS TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY  2000 

                    Bernards Township  Somerset County      
Value Number Percent Number Percent 

Less than $79,999 30 .5 805 1 
$80,000-$99,999  32 .5 1,217 1.7 
$100,000-$124,999  14 .2 3,989 5.4 
$125,000-$149,999  137 2.1 8,355 11.4 
$150,000-$174,999  245 3.7 8,705 11.9 
$175,000-$199,999  268 4.1 6,576 9.0 
$200,000-$249,999  601 9.2 10,037 13.7 
$250,000-$299,999  714 10.9 8,799 12 
$300,000-$399,999  1,531 23.4 11,470 15.6 
$400,000-$499,999  1,135 17.3 5,692 7.8 
$500,000 or more  1,841 28.1 7,718 10.6 
 Total:  6,548 100 73,363 100 
Median Value:  380,500  235,000  

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 

 

 HOUSING CONDITIONS 

The condition of housing in Bernards is excellent.  Table III-15 details the condition 
of the Township's 2000 housing stock based upon the existence of complete 
plumbing facilities and overcrowded units, factors customarily used to determine 
housing deficiency.  Only 6 units in the Township in 2000 were lacking complete 
plumbing and 50 units were overcrowded, where the number of persons per 
household exceeded the national standard.  Combined, these 56 units total less than 
1 percent of the Township's 2000 housing stock.   While the number of units with 
deficiencies increased from 1990 to 2000, their percentage of the total housing 
stock remained constant.   
 

TABLE III-15  
INDICATORS OF HOUSING CONDITIONS:   
1990& 2000 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP  

 
                   2000               1990         Change 

 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total Housing Units 9,485 100 6,658 100.00 2,827 42.5 
Lacking Complete 

Plumbing 
6 .1 15 0.2 -9 -4 

Overcrowded Units2 50 .6 18 0.3 32 177 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000.  

                                                 
2 Any unit with 1.01 or more persons per room was considered overcrowded 
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 HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 

Table III-16 details the dwelling units authorized by building permits since 1980 
and the number of units demolished.  During the 21-year period between 1980 and 
2001, there were a total of 6,116 dwelling units authorized by building permits.  
Approximately 77 percent, or 4,700 of the units, were single-family homes.  The 
most active years were 1985, 1986, 1996 and 1999 when 954,704, 411 and 341 
permits were issued, respectively.  The number of building permits that were issued 
during these years comprises 39 percent of all building permits issued between 
1980 and 2001.  These years were also the height of the construction boom that 
occurred in the State.  During the 21-year period 52 residential units were 
demolished.  As of June 30, 2002 165 single-family units were approved but were 
not started or were under construction and 117 senior or assisted living units were 
approved and not completed.  There were also 465 units issued a Certification of 
Occupancy (CO) for the period between March 2000 and June 2002.   
   

TABLE III-16  
DWELLING UNITS AUTHORIZED BY BUILDING PERMITS - 1980-2000 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 

 
Year 

Total 
Single-
Family 

2-4 
Family 

5+ 
Family 

Demolitions 

2001 113 113 0 0 14 
2000 162 162 0 0 5 
1999 341 241 0 0 5 
1998 295 295 0 0 2 
1997 320 320 0 0 2 
1996 411 411 0 0 1 
1995 290 205 23 62 3 
1994 146 134 12 0 3 
1993 407 407 0 0 2 
1992 154 154 0 0 5 
1991 65 65 0 0 4 
1990 41 41 0 0 0 
1989 335 215 4 116 0 
1988 257 189 46 22 2 
1987 211 147 64 0 0 
1986 704 704 0 0 2 
1985 954 788 0 166 0 
1984 503 32 39 432 1 
1983 164 25 46 93 1 
1982 203 16 46 141 0 
1981 23 19 4 0 0 
1980 17 17 0 0 0 

Totals: 6116 4700 282 1032 52 
Source:  Summary of Residential Building Permits, 1980-2000, NJ Department of Labor. 
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POPULATION PROJECTION 

 PROJECTED FUTURE POPULATION 

The Planning Department has conducted a comprehensive parcel by parcel, 
subdivision design based analysis of vacant residential parcels. This assessment 
revealed that approximately 258 more residential units could be built in the township, 
which should exhaust all remaining vacant land development opportunities. As of 
January 1, 2009 there are 73 residential units that are either under construction, 
approved or pending approvals. It is also assumed that at least five residential units 
per year may be built from infill developments. Table III-17 is a population calculation 
based on current residences, in conjunction with the anticipated construction of 
approved units and the results of the build-out analysis and median household size.  

TABLE III-17 POPULATION AT FULL DEVELOPMENT 

 BERNARDS TOWNSHIP 

Existing Housing Stock (12/31/08) = 9,687 du @ 2.70 p/du =           26,155 
Existing Senior/Assisted Living Units = 622 @ 1.25 p/du =              778 
Population estimate 12/31/08                                        26,933 
Projected Residences = 258 du @ 2.71 p/du                     699 
Projected Senior Housing = 20 du @ 1.25 p/du                   25 
Projected Infill Housing (5/yr x 20 yr. = 100 du @ 2.71 p/du)   271 
Bernards Township Population at Full Development =                       27,928  

 
Consequently, according to this analysis the total potential population of Bernards 
Township is approximately 27,928.  This projection is more realistic however less 
conservative in comparison with the Impact Assessment of the New Jersey State 
Plan, performed by the Center for Urban Policy Research at Rutgers University in 
2000.  The reÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔȭÓ 4ÒÅÎÄ 3ÃÅÎÁÒÉÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ 
according to historical trends, placed a 2020 population projection for the Township 
at 26,042.  The Plan Scenario, based on growth according to the strategies and 
policies of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan, produced a population 
projection for Bernards at 26,468 for the year 2020.   Based on both of the above 
projections, we can assume an anticipated total population for Bernards Township 
of approximately 28,000 in the year 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Memo from William Draper to Township Committee 7-01-09 
(see attached PDF) 


