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INTRODUCTION 
 

"ÅÒÎÁÒÄÓ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÒÅÍÏÔÅ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙÓÉÄÅ - a patchwork of 
loosely connected hamlets and farms - to a largely developed and highly desirable 
suburban community was largely set in motion by construction of the interstate 
highway system serving the northern New Jersey region, first with the enhanced 
access of I-287, and later with the addition of I-78. These arteries charted a direct 
pathway into major regional employment centers from the more rural countryside, 
which quickly achieved an identity as an emerging suburb in the Somerset Hills region. 

 

Bernards today is well served by a 
variety of multi-modal transportation 
facilities, including passenger rail and 
bus transit service and the Interstate 
and State highways (I-287, I-78 and 
Route 202) that traverse the 
Township, and Highways 206 and 22 
are within close proximity.  These 
highways all provide excellent access 
to the major activity centers of 
Northern New Jersey and New York 
City and serve clusters of commercial 
development at interchanges within 
the Township.  Several county roads 
serve local circulation needs.  
Scheduled rail and bus service also 
makes the Township attractive to 
regional commuters and contributes to the perception of a high quality of life.  

 
This circulation plan element summarizes the future traffic impact to Bernards 
Township based on current land use and traffic data.  It also proposes a set of 
recommended road improvements that may be needed to serve anticipated future 
traffic volumes. 
 
Figure V-1 details the roadway network within Bernards Township, as well as the 
functional classification of Township roads 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION 
 
This section of the Master Plan was prepared in accordance with the Municipal Land 
Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28b: 
 

(4) A circulation plan element showing the location and types of facilities 
for all modes of transportation required for the efficient movement of 

Bernards Township is served by a variety of 
transportation facilities, including County 
roadways. 



V.  CIR CULATION  PLAN ELEMEN T DRAFT 

  

B ern ard s To wn shi p 2010 Mas te r Pl an Up dat e  

2 

people and goods into, about, and through the municipality, taking 
into account the functional highway classification system of the 
Federal Highway Administration and the types, locations, conditions, 
and availability of existing and proposed transportation facilities, 
including air, water, road, and rail; 

 
TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION OBJECTIVES 
 
1.   Traffic demand generated by development should not exceed the existing and 
planned   capacity of the Township circulation system. 

2.  Future circulation improvements identified in the Traffic and Circulation Plan 
should be included in the capital improvement program and based upon the 
anticipated timing of new development. 

3. Pathways for walking and biking, serving as connections between community 
facilities (commercial and employment and historic sites, parks, playgrounds, 
schools, transportation nodes) should be encouraged and considered in all site plan 
and subdivision applications.  

4.  Traffic demand management strategies should be explored in conjunction with 
local employment generators.  

5. Existing parking facilities should be maintained at commuter rail stations and 
appropriate bus pick-up and drop-off locations.   

6.  Township officials should work closely with the County to encourage 
improvements to County roads as identified in the Bernards Township Master Plan. 

7.  Additional sidewalks and bikeways should be considered to connect residences 
with major pedestrian generators and destinations (schools, recreational facilities, 
shopping, etc.). 

8.  The Township should continue to require off-tract improvements from 
developers to provide additional road capacity as needed.   

9. The Township should continue requiring pedestrian circulation ways where 
appropriate and to connect with major pedestrian generators. 

10.  Improve pedestrian friendliness throughout Bernards Township, and especially 
in the historic settlements of basking Ridge, Liberty corner and Madisonville. 

 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVES  
 
To address regional transportation issues, the Circulation Plan has been developed 
with reference to the State Development and Redevelopment Plan (SDRP), the 
Somerset County Master Plan, the Somerset County Scenic Corridor and Roadway 
Study (July 1992), Somerset County Circulation Element Update (August 2001), the 
1994 Somerset County Master Plan Circulation Update, 1999 Somerset County 
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Traffic Calming Study, and ȰTransportation Choices 2025ȱ (New Jersey Department 
of Transportation Long Range Plan). The SDRP, which seeks to concentrate growth 
and development in existing centers and compact nodes in order to reduce public 
investment and infrastructure costs, supports the Township's planning goals. In 
addition, the County's Scenic Corridor and Roadway Study supports the Township's 
comprehensive planning program by designating Routes 512 (Liberty Corner Road), 
as a Scenic Roadway. The 1999 Somerset Traffic Calming Study describes a set of 
transportation techniques to promote traffic speeds and volumes that are more 
ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ  !ÃÃÅÓÓ Ǫ -ÏÂÉÌÉÔÙ ςπςυ ÁÎÄ 
Transportation Choices 2025 provide the programming of the regional solutions 
needed in the Township to achieve its goals of protecting and improving air quality, 
conserving community character and maintaining efficient circulation.  
 
TRAFFIC GENERATION 
 
Both existing and future land use patterns were updated to account for approved or 
proposed/anticipated development projects.  Estimated total projected land activity 
of future (2014) residential, office and retail land use appear in Table V-1, and the 
location of the proposed land uses is shown in Figure V-2. The largest part of the 
additional office space will be located in the southwest quadrant of the Martinsville 
Road interchange with I-78 in Bernards Township.  An additional 421,255 square 
feet of office space is proposed in this area of the Township. 
 

TABLE V-1 PROJECTED LAND ACTIVITY - DESIGN YEAR 2014  
     
Residential                          164 units  
 Single Family               144  units 

Senior Apartments    20  units 
 

Non-Residential           439,699 S.F. 
 Mt. View Corp Center           421,255 S.F.  
 Other Office/garage               11,444 S.F. 

YMCA (Gym)              7,000 S.F. 
 

Based on current land use data, morning and evening trip ends were calculated.  Trip 
generation rates were based upon rates taken from the Institute of Transportation 
%ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÓȭ Trip Generation Manual, 8th Edition.  Total trip ends Township-wide appear 
in Table V-2.  

 

Approximately 810 trip ends will be added during the morning peak hour, and 831 
evening peak hour trip ends will be added as shown in Table V-2.  Of these totals, 653 
trip ends in the morning peak hour and 628 trip ends in the evening peak hour will be 
generated from the Mt. View Corporate Center with the majority of traffic utilizing the 
adjacent interchange with Interstate 78.  The remaining trips, (157 AM peak hour and 
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203 PM peak hour) will be spread out from 47 approved or potential developments 
scattered throughout the 24.5 square mile township. 

 

TABLE V-2 FUTURE TRIP GENERATION - MAJOR PLANNED PROJECTS DESIGN 
YEAR 2014 

  
 
Major Developments 

Morning  
Peak Hour 

AM 
Peak 
Hour 
Total 

Evening  
Peak Hour 

PM 
Peak 
Hour 
Total 

Enter Exit  Enter Exit  

1. Mountain View Corp. 
Center 
(421,255 square feet) 
(Bldg. Phase 2 D, I & II) 

575 78 653 107 521 628 

2. Future Office (other) 
(18,444 s.f.) 

29 17 46 21 34 55 

3. Future Residential 
(144 single family) 

27 81 108 91 54 145 

4. Future Residential 
20 senior apartments 

1 2 3 2 1 3 

 TOTALS 2014 632 178 810 221 610 831 

 TOTALS 2014 

Not including Mountain  

View Corp. Center 

57 100 157 114 89 203 

 
 
TRAFFIC VOLUME ANALYSIS 
 
4ÈÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ previous Master Plans in 1982, 1989, 1996 and 2003 have detailed 
needed improvements to the circulation system in Bernards Township. The vast 
majority of these improvements have been accomplished. As elaborated below, the 
widening of various collector roadways was not deemed practical or desirable and 
are the only recommended major improvements that have not been completed. The 
residential and commercial development in Bernards Township has slowed down 
tremendously in the last ten years. This reduced growth rate has not added 
appreciably to the overall traffic volumes seen in the Township. The future trip 
generation anticipated (see Table V-2) to be added to the existing traffic volumes 
will not negatively impact the capacity of the existing roadway network.  However 
safety concerns and localized capacity improvements must be continuously 
reviewed and if warranted, solutions should be implemented. 
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ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Many improvements to the roads in Bernards Township have already been 
constructed by the public and private sectors, including the rehabilitation of existing 
facilities, construction of a new connector road and, widening or capacity 
enhancement of others to accommodate local and regional traffic needs. There are 
presently 19 traffic signals in the township, predominantly along the major County 
Roads of Martinsville Road, South Finley Road and Valley Road. One of the latest 
traffic signals to be installed by Somerset County was at the intersection of South 
Finley Avenue, Lake Road and the entrance to Ridge High School. Also in that area a 
new exit driveway was constructed to facilitate vehicle egress from the High School.  
 

ROADWAY NEEDS 

Previous master plan traffic studies and capacity calculations of North Maple Avenue, 
South Finley Avenue, Mount Airy Road and King George Road have indicated that four 
travel lanes would be needed to adequately serve peak hour demands. However, 
widening roadways in the township would violate one of the main principle 
recommendations of this master plan and previous master plans which is to maintain 
the character of established neighborhoods and to protect the quality of life in the 
Township. Furthermore due the very short duration of peak traffic demands (morning 
and evening peak hours), four (4) lanes are not practical or desirable.  Consequently, 
two lanes of traffic (one lane in each direction) are desired and recommended for 
these roads with minor improvements where needed for traffic safety purposes. 

INTERSECTION NEEDS 

Capacity and safety concerns are anticipated at several intersections in the Township 
as well.  Increased volumes may require the signalization at the Mount Airy Road 
intersections of West Oak Street, the off ramp from I-287 southbound, Lake Road, and 
Canterbury Way.  The signalized intersection of Route 202 and North Maple Avenue 
(under NJDOT jurisdiction) may require future capacity and lane striping 
improvements.  The intersection of Church Street, Lyons Road and Valley Road, in the 
heart of Liberty Corner, has indicated in the past a need for attention to safety 
concerns, and is being monitored by Somerset County for future improvements. 

SUGGESTED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

Anticipated capacity and safety deficiencies on Bernards Township roads are noted in 
the previous section, but because of their physical impacts it is not practical to 
implement many of these projects.  Therefore, specific projects, which are practical, 
have been selected for implementation.  Many of these were noted in the previous 
Transportation Management Plan prepared for Bernards Township in 1989, 1996 and 
2003.  The following is a suggested transportation improvement program for Bernards 
Township and is depicted on Figure V-3. 
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 Roadway Improvements ɀ  
1. Mt. Airy Road and SB I-287 off ramp ɀ Due to excessive delays entering 

onto southbound Mt. Airy Road, the NJDOT has been requested by 
Somerset County and Bernards Township to design and install a traffic 
signal at this location. 

2. Somerville Road and Liberty Corner Road/Church Street ɀ Monitor traffic 
operations. 

3. Minebrook Road and Somerville Road Extension/Canterbury Way ɀ 
Monitor traffic operations for sight distance and safety issues. 

4. Mount Airy Road and West Oak Street- Monitor traffic conditions for 
possible traffic signal improvement to address a safety and capacity 
requirement. (Somerset County) 

5. Church Street and Valley Road/Lyons Road ɀ Improve sight distance and 
alignment. (Somerset County) 

6. Route 202 and North Maple Avenue ɀ Monitor for possible intersection 
capacity improvements and add line striping on northbound approach. 
(NJDOT) 

7. Mt. Airy Road and Lake Road intersection-Monitor traffic conditions for 
possible traffic signal improvement to address safety and capacity 
requirements. (Somerset County)  

8. Mt. Airy Road and Canterbury Way intersections ɀ Monitor traffic 
conditions for possible traffic signal improvement to address a capacity 
concern.(Somerset County)   

 

SUGGESTED TOWNSHIP-WIDE IMPROVEMENTS 

Basking Ridge and Liberty Corner Business Districts have been the subject of a 
detailed evaluation to examine the inter-relationship between business district 
circulation and parking needs.  The Township should seek further improvements 
that will increase safety both vehicular and pedestrian, while still serving the local 
parking and access needs of the districts.  In Basking Ridge Village, the township 
should continue to provide additional and convenient parking areas.   
 
The implementation of the municipal parking area on South Maple Avenue was a 
great improvement. Traffic calming measures such as the curb extensions installed 
at the corner of South Finley Avenue and Henry Street is a very good example that 
reduced vehicular speeds and enhanced pedestrian safety. The landscaped traffic 
islands and colored and textured crosswalks throughout the township have shown 
great benefits and should be encouraged. It has been found that these landscaped 
islands actually act as a traffic calming measure that slows traffic speeds (to view 
the multi-colored and seasonal flowers). Textured and colored crosswalks enhance 
the visibility of the crosswalk which enhances pedestrian safety.  
 
As large employers and office parks move into Bernards Township, the need for 
congestion relief through traffic demand management is essential.  The Township 
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should encourage employers to develop ride-sharing or flextime programs. Existing 
park-and-ride lots and bus boarding/alighting locations should be well lit and 
comfortable to use.   
 
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP SCENIC CORRIDOR AND ROADWAY STUDY   
 
Site plan and subdivision standards may have the greatest role in protecting scenic 
qualities since they can control the sitting of buildings, lots and roads. Creative and 
flexible development options are recommended, and while these may include 
clustering of development, the generally rural or older settlement areas traversed by 
the roadways may not always be suitable for clustering. Bernards Township should 
explore and evaluate the potential benefits of scenic corridor preservation, both to 
reinforce the Neighborhood Conservation and Preservation Program and to prioritize 
roadways based on the scenic resource values. Views along major roadways such as 
North Finley Avenue, Stonehouse Road, North and South Maple Avenues and Mountain 
Road should be preserved for their historic and rural vistas. Furthermore views along 
roads such as Pond Hill Road, Whitenack Road and Minebrook Road should be 
maintained in their present state. Good examples of protection of viewsheds are along 
Stonehouse Road with the clustered developments of The Summit and Sherbrooke.  

 
BIKEWAYS AND BIKE ROUTES 
 
Bernards Township has actively pursued 
implementation of an enhanced bikeway and bike 
route system for many years.  Future bikeways and 
bike routes have been planned to link the existing 
routes with generators and destinations such as 
schools, parks and public facilities as shown in 
Figure V-4.  Site plans and subdivisions should 
provide links to the existing and proposed bikeway 
system and provide bike racks where appropriate. 
 
 
SIDEWALKS AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 
 
Planning for future pedestrian circulation improvements must respond to the 
requirements of the American with Disabilities Act, which seeks to remove or 
prevent impediments to free access by persons with disabilities.  The existing and 
future bikeways provide an accessible route of pedestrian and bike travel that will 
improve convenience and safety, and promote non-vehicular travel.  The "Guide for 
Residential Design Review" (Moskowitz & Lindbloom, 1976) notes, "Apart from the 
need for sidewalks for circulation and safety, sidewalks can be an important 
element in the recreational system of a community. They serve as walking and 
biking trails for all age groups ... and are also the primary informal and unsupervised 
recreational system for preschoolers ... (and) should be required as part of any large 

The Township continues to implement 
off-street bikeways and bike routes. 
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scale residential development." Others have gone even further, stating, "Sidewalks 
are a more important recreational facility than playgrounds."1. Finally, the State 
$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 0ÌÁÎ ÅÃÈÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÂÙ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ Ȱ.Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȭÓ 
communities are healthy, active communities where adults and children are living 
active, healthy lives because exercise and walking are a vital part of their daily lives. 
Communities are designed to promote walking and cycling for transportation and 
ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ  
 
It is generally accepted that sidewalks should be provided along streets used for 
access to schools, parks, shopping and transit stops (Model Subdivision and Site 
Plan Ordinance, NJDCA, 1987).  The model ordinance also notes that "... sidewalk 
requirements should be based on the street classification system and on density of 
development as measured in terms of lot size, lot frontage or number of housing 
units per acre."  Street classification is particularly important to safety since traffic 
volumes and speeds increase as roads assume higher traffic circulation functions. 
Density affects the extent of pedestrian movements to be generated, and in higher 
density developments sidewalks are important for both convenience and safety.   
The absence of sidewalks on busy streets cause pedestrian movements in the paved 
cartway of the street and conflict with traffic movements and creates potential 
safety hazards. 
 
In conventional developments, sidewalks should be placed in the right-of-way, 
parallel to the street, unless an exception has been permitted to preserve 
topographical or natural features, to provide visual interest, and where an 
alternative pedestrian system provides safe and convenient circulation. 
Additionally, sidewalks should be provided to link neighborhoods and/or 
transportation routes where possible.  Sidewalks should be designed with a planting 
strip separating the curb and sidewalk; however, sidewalks may abut the curb in 
commercial and in high-density residential areas.  In planned developments, 
sidewalks may be located away from the road system to link dwelling units with 
other dwelling units, the street, and on-site activity centers such as parking areas 
and recreational areas. Sidewalks should also be required parallel to the street for 
safety and other reasons. 
 
New sidewalk construction in areas of existing neighborhoods should be very 
conscious of the concerns of the affected residents. It is Township policy only to 
install new sidewalks where needed for safety reasons and in areas where the 
majority of the adjacent property owners have consented to the installation.  
 

 

                                                 
1
 Site Planning, Lynch & Hack, 1984  
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GREENWAY RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

The Recreation, Parks, and Pathways Committee review future pathway locations that 
will create a safe walking, jogging and biking circulation system throughout the 
township. 

 
Its mission is to expand opportunities for walking and biking throughout the Township 
and to encourage their use.   Community surveys, planning exercises, direct feedback at 
the town-sponsored Charter Day, and the regular ability to solicit teams of volunteers 
for establishing and cleaning trails demonstrate broad and consistent community 
support for this mission.   

 

Central to this mission is the establishment of paths.  A path is a route for walking or 
biking; the term is interchangeable with the terms sidewalk, bikeway and trail .    
Examples of paths include a painted bike lane on a public street, a concrete sidewalk, 
an off-road bikeway, an asphalt, turf, or chip path trail, and a dirt path through woods.   
Design and construction of a path depends on its intended usage and user population, 
and may vary from simple markers through undeveloped open space to a concrete or 
macadam walkway. 

 

In establishing such paths, the RPP Committee seeks to play the role of advocate for 
township walkers and bikers, remain sensitive to the needs and concerns of the 
community and sensitive to environmental issues (e.g., wetlands, trees).   In addition to 
direct community feedback and participation, the RPP works closely with township 
employees (especially the township engineer) and other township committees to stay 
informed and carry out its mission consistent with the input of other key groups and 
individuals.  In particular, the RPP makes regular contact with the Shade Tree 
Commission, Open Space Committee, Environmental Commission, Planning Board, 
Board of Education, Township Committee, and the Police Department with phone calls, 
joint meetings, and joint site visits as needed. 

 

For the Bernards Township 2009 master plan update, the RPP identified a set of 
proposed paths for walking and biking throughout the township as shown on the 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Greenway Plan (Figure V-4).  Particular attention was paid 
to paths that facilitate school access, close missing links between existing paths, and 
provide access to township open space.  All of the paths were numbered and 
recorded in the township GIS system, along with path attributes to identify the most 
likely user group (i.e., walkers, bikers), usage (e.g., school access, recreation),  
proposed construction (e.g., dirt, 8-foot-wide asphalt), and proposed positioning 
relative to nearby roads, property, or streams.   
 
The success of the RPP plan will require long-term planning, careful and consistent 
implementation, and an ability to recognize and act on new opportunities as they 
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arise.  Most of the proposed paths are on land that is either currently owned by the 
township or that has a township right-of-way that can be used for a path.  In a few 
cases, a path will require some sort of acquisition by the township, be it open space 
acquisition, right-of-way acquisition, or some other means to acquire public access 
rights. The RPP has highlighted the need to enhance the paths in the current plan 
that currently lack public access, and improve safe walking and biking with new 
paths that fill missing links, provide school access, provide open space access, and 
meet other key community needs.  Development proposals before the planning 
board should be reviewed with an eye towards expanding walking and biking 
opportunities and linkages as generally depicted on Figure V-4.   
 
REGIONAL CIRCULATION PLANNING EFFORTS 

 Somerset County Circulation Update ɀ August 2001 

The 1994 Somerset County Circulation Element significantly modified the 1987 
Somerset County Circulation Element, in response to a number of changes in the 
transportation-planning environment. At the federal level the Clean Air Act 
amendments and the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act promoted 
alternative transportation systems (pedestrian systems and bicycling). At the same 
time the State Development and Redevelopment Plan was adopted emphasizing the 
preservation and maintenance of existing transportation systems.  

 

The 2001 update of the County Circulation Plan reviews County transportation 
planning efforts since 1994. It includes background data on the circulation system in 
the County and factors that influence transportation (employment and residential 
growth). In addition, it provides a listing of other planning studies and plans 
undertaken by the County since 1994, which have relevance in Bernards Township 
including: 

 

1. Somerset County Municipal Circulation Element Review Study ɀ The 
ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ςρ 
municipalities. It identified deficiencies in many elements such as a lack of addressing 
bicycling, transit and inter-municipal coordination to resolve transportation corridor 
issues. 

2. Somerset County Traffic Calming Study ɀ The purpose of this effort was 
to assess problems related to existing traffic conditions and demonstrate how traffic 
calming (physical design of roadways) can control vehicular speed, the dominance of 
cars, reduce the volume of through traffic and encourage overall driving behavior 
appropriate to the environment within which the street is located.  This study includes 
a case study of South Finley Avenue (CR 613) in Basking Ridge and provides a set of 
preferred traffic design alternatives that strike a balance between the need to move 
vehicles and preserve and enhance the community and neighborhood environment. 
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3. Somerset County Sidewalk Inventory and Pedestrian Plan ɀ This study 
included a complete inventory of sidewalk location and conditions along county roads. 
It mapped pedestrian generators and it made recommendations for improvements. 

4. Somerset County Goods Movement Study ɀ This effort was an attempt 
ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÏÏÄÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȢ )Ô 
involved a survey of numerous County businesses and how they move and receive 
product. 

5. Somerset County Transportation Public and Private Partnership 
Handbook ɀ The handbook was developed to encourage a better understanding of the 
complex issues affecting partnerships in transportation and foster appropriate action 
ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉon needs.  

6. Somerset County Annual Six Year Capital Programming Handbook ɀ 
4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ 
establish a process to program transportation improvement needs and priorities 
(roads, intersections and bridges.) 

 
The 2001 Circulation Update also includes sections on capital improvements, 
transportation corridor districts, ridesharing, para-transit services, bus transportation, 
rail transit, bike/walkways, air transportation and pedestrian movement.  
 

 Somerset County Scenic Corridor And Roadway Study 

 
The Somerset County Planning Board has prepared a study of Scenic Corridors and 
Roadways (July 1992), which reviewed a wide range of literature and existing 
regulatory models in developing a rating system for scenic corridors, and roadways. 
According to the County, scenic corridors have an area of influence, which extends 
beyond those lands that border the roadway, to include the entire landscape, while 
scenic roadways focus on the visual foreground at the edge of the roadway. 

 

The County study suggests that while the State Development and Redevelopment Plan 
espouses worthy objectives relative to scenic corridors, "... the State Plan has not 
provided practical guidance on how to implement these policies." The County Planning 
Board suggests that "... use of an objective rating system can not only aid in this 
endeavor, but also lend credibility and support to a scenic roads program and thereby 
shield the municipality from court challenges." 
 
The County developed designation criteria to allow an objective evaluation of 
candidate roadways. A rating system was developed to establish the relative scenic 
merits of various roadways, and all appropriate County road segments were analyzed. 
These designation criteria included positive features (vegetation, landscape 
composition, road characteristics and structures or historic districts); and negative 
features (landscape "scars" such as quarry sites or utility lines, structures such as 
junkyards, car lots or storage tanks and "other features such as high traffic volumes, 
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litter, and landscape manipulation).  Based on this rating system, Liberty Corner Road 
(CR 512) in Bernards was designated as scenic roadway with a rating of 22.46, while 
the highest ranking in the County (42.5) was given to Route 606 in Branchburg 
Township. 

 

The County study suggests the 
use of an objective rating 
system to enhance the 
opportunities to protect scenic 
corridors.  The County also 
suggests that municipalities 
utilize the master plan, zoning 
ordinance and site plan and 
subdivision standards to 
enhance scenic resource 
protection. Master plans should 
coordinate circulation; 
conservation and historic 
preservation plan policies with 
scenic resource protection 
goals. Zoning ordinances can 
provide "scenic zones" based 
upon the boundaries of the "view shed" observed from a scenic corridor or roadway. 
Standards for such zones would provide for development that minimizes visual 
ÉÎÔÒÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅȢ  )Î "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÓȟ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ 0ÌÁÎ amendment 
recommends a similar approach for the preservation of neighborhood character, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅÓ Á ÌÉÎÅÁÒ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÒÏÁÄÓ 
to gauge maximum building standards that will protect community character. 

 

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT  
 

New Jersey Transit has scheduled rail service, with stations at Lyons and Basking 
Ridge providing convenient access for Bernards Township and nearby residents.  The 
'ÌÁÄÓÔÏÎÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ÏÆ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔȭÓ -ÏÒÒÉÓ ÁÎÄ %ÓÓÅØ 2ÁÉÌ ,ÉÎÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄes frequent 
service with connections to Newark, Hoboken and New York City.  New Jersey Transit 
ÁÌÓÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÂÕÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ .Å× 9ÏÒËȭÓ 0ÏÒÔ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ "ÕÓ 4ÅÒÍÉÎÁÌȢ 
 
New Jersey Transit has completed improvements to the Lyons Train Station, which 
include additional parking and enhancements to the platform.  These facilities have 
been expanded to better serve local and regional needs and further expansion is not 
anticipated and is not deemed desirable for Bernards Township. 

Scenic corridors are present throughout the 
Township and are an essential part of the 
character of Bernards. 
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TRANSPORTATION CHOICES 2025 
 
The NJDOT has a statutory requirement to prepare a new State Transportation Plan 
every five years. The most recent of these is the Transportation Choices 2025. 

Transportation Choices 2025 is both a process and a plan. It uses dynamic and 
interactive tools, including a web site, to involve the public in updating New Jersey's 
last long-range transportation plan, which was produced in July 1995 (Transportation 
Choices 2025). The updated plan sets forth transportation policies, strategies, and 
programs to guide New Jersey's transportation agencies for the next twenty-five years. 
The New Jersey Department of Transportation and NJ Transit, working closely with 
other state transportation organizations, regional agencies, and the public, developed 
the plan. 

 

Transportation Choices 2025 is designed to: 
  
 Update the state's vision, goals and objectives for its transportation system,  
 Highlight current areas of concern,  
 Anticipate future problems, 
 Develop strategies to address both current and future problems and 
 Provide New Jerseyans with the best transportation system possible. 

 
In addressing municipal governments the Plan sets the following goals for 2010: 

 
1. Building 2,000 miles of bicycle paths 
2. Empowering counties so they can coordinate and expand community-based 

 transit services 
3. 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ȰÔÒÁÎÓÉÔ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȱ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÒÁÉÌ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

that will maximize existing transportation services 
 
4ÈÅ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅ ÒÏÕÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÄÅÓÔÒÉÁÎ ÌÉÎËÁÇÅÓ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅ 
with the goal of Transportation Choices 2025 for municipalities. Somerset County 
already has done work on identifying bicycle compatible roadways in terms of the 
County, state and federal highway system. The Township should continue to expand 
the comprehensive bicycle route system within the Township and coordinate it with 
efforts of the County, NJTPA and the State.  

 
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 

 
The North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the 13-county northern New Jersey region. Each 
year, the NJTPA oversees over $1 billion in transportation investments. It evaluates 
and approves proposed transportation improvement projects and provides a forum 
for interagency cooperation and public input into funding decisions. It also sponsors 
and conducts studies, assists county planning agencies and monitors compliance 
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with national air quality goals. Serving 6 million people, the NJTPA is the fourth 
largest MPO in the nation. 

 
The NJTPA is the regional forum and technical resource for the people of 

northern New Jersey that: 
  
1. Creates a vision to meet the mobility needs of northern New Jersey 

through its Regional Transportation Plan, 
2. Develops a plan for transportation improvement and management to 

fulfill the ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ )ÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ 
Plan,  

3. Prioritizes federal funding assistance to make that plan a reality, and 
4. Links transportation plans with economic growth, environmental 

protection, growth management, and quality of life goals for the 
region.  

 
The Regional Transportation Plan for Northern New Jersey establishes regional 
transportation corridors. Bernards Township is within the Corridors 3 and 15.  
Corridor 3 provides east-west travel on I-78 in Bernards and US 22 and NJ 28 
throughout the length of the corridor.  Corridor 15 provides north-south (northeast-
southwest) mobility via I-287 and US Route 202 to access major economic activity 
centers of Parsippany-Troy Hills, Morristown, Hanover, Bedminster and Bernards.  
Corridor 15 is in close proximity to Corridor 11, which provides additional north-
south movements using Route 206 extending from south to north between 
Montgomery Township and Newton in Sussex County. The plan identifies critical 
problem areas and congestion generators within the I-287, I-78, and US Route 
202/206 corridor, which anticipates 5 to 10 million square feet of programmed 
development to impact on the corridor by 2005.  The Regional Transportation Plan 
identifies programmed corridor investments and provides a brief description of 
each project. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The existing and future traffic conditions on roadways in Bernards Township have 
been analyzed in this circulation element.  Traffic generating growth and 
development in the Township has leveled off significantly resulting in predictable 
well-distributed vehicular trips on the existing system.  With previously 
programmed improvements completed, only minor additional improvements will 
continue to be needed to adequately serve the travel needs of Bernards Township.  
Programmed improvements address both current and projected local 
transportation needs and have been developed within the framework of state, 
regional and local transportation planning efforts. 


