BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

MINUTES – March 8, 2010
Approved 04/12/10
Joseph Speeney called the meeting to order in the First Floor Conference Room of Bernards Township Municipal Building, One Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act of 1975.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Paula Axt
Bert Fonde
Shiva Raju

Betsy Schulenburg 
Joseph Speeney
Jennifer Viola


Robert Vogt

Absent:
Stephen Brown-Klinger, John Malay


Guests:
Linda Lordi; resident (left at 8:40pm) 

Nathan Susanj, Patch.com

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by Bert Fonde, second by Paula Axt to accept the minutes of 02/08/10. All were in favor, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

· Photo for Web-Site – taken.
· EC Annual Report – Motion by Bert Fonde, seconded by Paula Axt, to accept draft report prepared by Gwenn Gilmore and forward to the TC.  All in favor.  Motion approved.
· Shade Tree List – Members were in favor of authorizing Randy Santoro, Chair of the Shade Tree Commission (STC), to coordinate an update of the tree lists from both the STC and the EC to provide consistency between the two advisory bodies.  Joe Speeney will follow-up with Randy.
· Correspondence #10-12 – Bert Fonde motioned, seconded by Betsy Schulenburg, that a letter of support be provided to Somerset County and Trilogy Repertory Company in favor of their cooperative efforts for adaptive re-use of buildings at the Ross farm.  The EC believes this venture demonstrates responsibility in providing benefits for the greater good of the community while ensuring historic preservation.  All were in favor, motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

· Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) – Tom Fitzsimons continues to work on this project.
· Charter Day
The EC is registered for Charter Day, May 15th from 11 – 5 and a sign-up sheet for working the booth was circulated.  Joe Speeney contacted Gwenn Gilmore for the items used last year; no additional supplies are needed.  Literature will include pesticide free lawn care, stormwater management, township open space, etc.  Efforts to ‘jazz up” the booth will be made.
· Pesticide Concern
Board of Education Lawn Care

Jennifer Viola stated that parents are very happy with the decision regarding pesticide free lawn care on school properties.

Little League Complex

Robert Vogt will contact a representative regarding pesticide free lawn care.   

Pre-School

The DEP met with the pre-school who is now on board with using pesticide free methods for their lawns.  

· Quarry – no report
· Open Space Stewardship—Robert Vogt distributed a list of properties that Commission members could walk to check for any misuse or maintenance issue that needs to be addressed.  Members will begin to sign-up next month.
DEP Applications

· None
Development Applications

Planning Board

· The Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help - 145 Mt. Airty Rd., Block 2301, Lot 23
The Environmental Commission notes no environmental concerns at this time.

· Orthmann – 49 Liberty Corner Rd., Block 9602, Lot 4
The revised plan shows the existing home remaining on the property instead of razing it.  This creates two primary structures on the property.  The Commission is concerned that the stormwater management plan previously submitted and designed for 1 structure may not be able to support the additional impervious area. In addition, the septic system, also designed for 1 primary structure, may not be able to support the septic needs of the additional residence.  The Commission would like the Board to ensure that these matters are properly addressed.
· Boulder Construction – Belmont Ct., Block 6301, Lots 34.01 – 34.04
Somerset Country Living – Belmont Ct., Block 6001, Lots 10.01, 10.02, 10.05 – 10.10

Both applications seek clarification to allow conforming fences in conservation easement areas.  The Commission is concerned that placement of fences behind conservation easement areas may give a false impression to homeowners that the property in front of the fence is “usable” area.  Therefore, if the Board allows placement of any fences in the conservation easement area, the Commission believes it should only be allowed in front of any restricted areas.

· The Pingry Corp., Martinsville Rd., Block 11601, Lot 3.01
The Commission is glad to see the applicant building to LEED standards.  The Commission notes that the replacement trees are evergreen type and would like to see some native hardwood trees incorporated for variety.  In addition, the Commission recommends that the storm water management system be a bio-detention system.

Board of Adjustment

· Ramazzotto – 126 Fieldstone Dr., Block 602, Lot 9 

No environmental concerns were noted at this time
· Wood-Kress – 69 Lake Rd., Block 2701, Lot 16
The Commission encourages the applicant to preserve as many trees as possible, removing the minimum number necessary.

· MetroPCS New York, LLC – 175 Morristown Rd., Block 801, Lot 3
No environmental concerns were noted at this time.

Public Comment

None
Member Comment
Jennifer Viola stated that NJAWC is requesting to place an FM antenna on their Knollcroft water tank at the VA and is presenting before the Township Committee tomorrow night, 03/09/10.  She distributed information and encouraged those who could attend the meeting to do so.

Adjournment


Motion made by Shiva Raju, second by Betsy Schulenburg to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

All in agreement, motioned passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Rhonda Pisano, Acting Recording Secretary
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