BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

REVISED DRAFT MINUTES – February 8, 2010
APPROVED – March 8, 2010
Joseph Speeney called the meeting to order in the First Floor Conference Room of Bernards Township Municipal Building, One Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, New Jersey at 7:31 p.m. in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act of 1975.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Paula Axt
Stephen Brown-Klinger (7:36)
Bert Fonde 


John Malay
Shiva Raju
Joseph Speeney
Jennifer Viola
Robert Vogt (A7:34)
Absent:
Betsy Schulenburg


Guests:
Dot and Frank Stillinger, Great Swamp Watershed

Nathan Susanj, Patch.com

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by John Malay, second by Paula Axt to accept the Reorganization minutes of January 11, 2010. All were in favor, motion passed.

Motion made by Paula Axt, second by John Malay to accept the minutes of January 11, 2010. All were in favor, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

· Photo for Web-Site
· Tabled to March Environmental Commission Meeting.
· Training DVD
· The Environmental Commission members watched the DVD entitled “The Rights and Duties Of A Volunteer In Local Government” and signed the necessary paperwork.

· Charter Day
· The Environmental Commission discussed ideas for Charter Day. Joe Speeney will contact Gwenn Gilmore to see what items she has in her garage and will report back to the Environmental Commission members at the March meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS

· Natural Resources Inventory (NRI)-Plan of Action—Will be getting a new PC and Printer and it will be located in the small conference room in Town Hall.
· Pesticide Concern
· Board of Education Lawn Care

· Joe Speeney motioned, seconded by Shiva Raju, that the EC back the recommendation and presentation materials to the Bd. of Ed., that the Bd. of Ed. designate school lawns and fields as Pesticide Free Zones and that the Bd. of Ed communicate this designation to parents.  All were in favor.  Joe will relay the above to the Bd. of Ed.

· Little League Complex

· Joe Speeney will email John Malay to remind him to contact the Little League to find out who maintains the fields within the Little League Complex.

· Pre-School

· The DEP will meet with the pre-school that is currently using pesticides on the grounds.

· VA Soccer Fields

· These are maintained by the Veterans Administration and are located on Federal Property.

· Quarry—Update—Remains in mediation.
· Open Space Stewardship—Robert Vogt is working on getting a list of properties.
DEP Applications

· None
Development Applications

Planning Board

· Bishop Janes United Methodist Church—Washington Ave and Ridge St.; Block 1501, Lot 3
The Environmental Commission would like to see the tree replacement plan and would like to note that the storm water management system should be a bio-detention system.

Board of Adjustment

· Demiris—32 Oak Hill Dr; Block 5203, Lot 24
The Environmental Commission questions the survivability of the 24” Oak tree and should it happen to come down, the Environmental Commission recommends some replacement trees to compensate for its loss.

Pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance.  This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving environment in the form of non-point source pollution. Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the best management practices available when discharging pool water. An overview of the "best management practices" can be found on the "Ten Towns" web page listed below.  For more detailed information look at the NJDEP web site.
http://tentowns.org/10t/bmppool.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/dwq/discharg/v7n1a.htm
Public Comment

Dot Stillinger from the Environmental Commission in Chatham Township did a presentation on open space stewardship regarding a vegetative management plan for Electric and Gas Rows in the Great Swamp Watershed.
A motion was made by Joe Speeney and second by Shiva Raju for the Bernards Township Environmental Commission to support developing a vegetative management plan for utility rights of ways. All were in favor, motion passed. 

Member Comment
Joe Speeney informed the Environmental Commission members that the Shade Tree Committee put together a street tree list. Joe will send the tree list to Rutgers to make sure the trees on the current list are still recommended.
Adjournment


Motion made by Shiva Raju, second by Paula Axt to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.

All in agreement, motioned passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Frankle, Recording Secretary
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