TO: Superintendent, Bernards Township Schools Board of Education Members
Business Manager & Principals, Bernards Township Schools

Mayor and Township Committee Township Administrator / CFO
Township Engineer and Twp. Planner Planning /Zoning Boards Members
FROM: William C. Draper, Sc.D., P.E.
DATE: October 21, 2011
SUBJECT: Student Enroliment Forecast - Bernards Township Public Schools

Herewith is a Student Enrollment Forecast for Bernards Township Public Schools. The number of
students listed are those enrolled mid October of each year. Data is displayed in tabular form for School
Years ‘06-'07 through ‘15-'16 and is shown graphically for years 1970 through 2016.
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Included are numbers of public school students enrolled by Grade, Grade Groupings, Schools
(K-5, Wm. Annin and Ridge High) for school years ‘06-'07 through '15-'16 along with percent
changes. Note the following: a) total students peaked in ‘09-'10 and declines =>1% each year
subsequent to ‘13-14; b) Enroliments in Grades K-5 peaked in ‘08-'09; c) Grades 6- 8 (Wm
Annin) peaked in ‘10-11; and d) Grades 9-12 (Ridge High) are expected to crest '15-'16.

Tabulates enrollments for School Years ‘06-'07 through ‘11-12 and includes forecasts for
years ‘12-'13 through ‘15-16 for each of the four Neighborhood Schools (Grades K-5) and their
totals.

Births to Parents Residing in Bernards Township peaked in 2001 and have reduced more than
40% since.

Births in all four Neighborhood School Districts except Liberty Corner have reduced since
peaking in 2001. The greatest reduction (69%) has been in Mt. Prospect School.

Numbers of Pre-School Children peaked in School Year ‘03-°04.

Enroliments in Grades K-5 (Neighborhood Schools) peaked in School Year ‘08-09.

Numbers of Students in Grades 6 - 8 (Wm. Annin) reached maximum in School Year ‘10-‘11.

Enroliments in Grades 9 -12 (Ridge High) are projected to peak in School Year ‘15-‘16.

Displays Pre-School and Enroliments for Neighborhood Schools, Wm. Annin, and Ridge High.
Migration of children from pre-school through high school, following the predictable cycle is
readily apparent on this graph.

Total Enroliments (Grades K-12) peaked in ‘09-“10 and remained relatively constant through
‘11-12 after which it is expected to decline => 1% per year for several years before declining
at a faster rate.

Projections assume current socio-economic and political environmental conditions will prevail through the
forecast period.
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After cresting in 1999 - 2001, births to Bernards

Township residents have decreased 44% over the
past nine years through 2010 and are projected to
continue decreasing for a number of years.

In 2001, 34% of births were to residents of The Hills .\'
(125 of 367). By 2006, only 19% (51 of 268) of births N
were to residents of The Hills. This low percentage ]
has held through 2011.
‘\ in 2010, total births were down 41% from 2001 and
back to the number in 1987. 7
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reductions will mainfest in about five years. in 2007, 2009 & |

The birth decline in the Mt. Prospect District beginning in
2003 reduced the number of Grade K students in that district
beginning in 2008 and will continue for successive years.

In 2009, births in Oak Street and Mt. Prospect Districts were
down, with Mt. Prospect and Oak Street having less than 40%
the births of the other two Districts. The impact of these
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Bernards Township Public School Students
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Pre-School & Public School Enrollments
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Pre-School & Public School Students
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