                                                          Resolution #040390

Establishing the Bernards Township -

                                                    Agricultural Task Force

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards is interested in creating an Agricultural Task Force whose role will be to identify farmland-assessed parcels within the Township, characterize the agricultural industry in Bernards, and identify methods to preserve farmland and active agricultural uses; and,  

WHEREAS, the Agricultural Task Force will gauge local interest of farmers in participating in a local farmland preservation program, and identify issues that may compete with and impede farmland preservation in the community, including the high demand for land for development in the region. These issues may require specific strategic responses, which the Township may find are prerequisites for success with farmland preservation; and,

WHEREAS, the Agricultural Task Force will provide an appropriate forum for discussion of these issues, prior to the township committee making its decision to establish a local farmland preservation program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that we do hereby establish an Agricultural Task Force consisting of four active farmers, one resident no farmer, a member of the Township Committee, a member of the Planning Board, Township Engineer, the Planning Board Planner, liaisons from the Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Somerset County Agricultural Development Board for a term to expire 12/31/2004; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the Agricultural Task Force shall submit a report, including an executive summary to the Township Committee, identifying the alternatives considered as well as the benefits and detriments to the Township of any recommendations to include but not be limited to: 

· Identifying issues related to continuing agriculture in Bernards Township (i.e. barriers to continuing farming) and potential municipal responses to facilitate the continuation of farming in the municipality;

· Identifying the potential for success of utilizing funding for a municipal farmland preservation program, including the State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC) and County Agriculture Development Committee;

· Reviewing the model right-to-farm ordinance and identify areas of concern and recommend whether the Township should adopt the model ordinance.  

· In connection with the permitted uses of the right-to-farm ordinance, reviewing existing site plan review procedures and investigating the feasibility of establishing a streamlined or fast-track approval procedures for agriculture-related commercial uses (i.e. farmstands);

· Reviewing and analyzing Farmland Preservation Program development easement appraisal procedures, State funding ranking procedures and the applicability of the provision that permits properties rezoned as a result of Master Plan recommendations, to be appraised under prior zoning;

· Recommending whether the Township should adopt a Farmland Preservation Plan and create an agricultural advisory committee to establish a municipal farmland preservation program in Bernard Township.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that said task force shall report back to the committee as often as necessary during the 3 month timeframe with progress reports and recommendations for the next phases of the program.  

Dated:

10/12/04
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